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Dave Phillips -

by LYNN ASINOF

Tomorrow will mark Park Supt. Dave
Phillips’ first full year of working with
the Wheeling Park District. In light of
his recent arrival in the village, Phillips
was understandably surprised to be
named this year's recipient of the Wheel-
ing Jaycees' Distinguished Service
Award.

But Phillips interpreted the horor as
approval for recent changes in the park
district, instead of a personal henor.

“It’s an indication that the changes we
have been making have reached a favor-
able community,” he said. “In other
words, they're ready for the changes
we're making.”

Phillips, 24, sees himsell as a young
professional who is working with a young
professional staff in a rapidly developing
park distriet.

“It's exciling mainly because of the
dynamic develepment that will be taking
place here,” he said.

ACCORDING TO Phillips, Wheeling is
undergoing a change in its attitude to-
wards its park district. *The people are
becoming more aware that they have a
park district,” he said, “And we are in-
volving more people than we have in the
pr.st.”

David F. Phillips
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The young superintendent said he was
glad to come to Wheeling after the nitty-
gritty of getting the park district on ils
feet was over.

“It’s easier to continue and build rath-
er than start from scratch,” Phillips
said.

He added that the district’s present
growth is giving him the opport ity to
experiment with programs &nd  ap-
proaches to recreation that he would not
be able to do in & more established park
district.

Phillips said this past year has been
particularly exciting because each new
facet of administering a park district has
been a new experience for him.

“It’s a learning experience,” he said.
“It's exciling to go through something
and have it succeed the first time you do
it.”

Phillips first came to Wheeling as di-
rector of recreation after working in the
Arlinglon Heights Park District for one
year. Early this fall he was promoted to
park superintendent after Ferd Arndt re-
tired for health reasons.

Since he has heen in Wheeling, Phillips
has seen his first park referendum
passed, restructured many park pro-

1-Year Success

Story

grams and worked to improve the park
district’s financial siluation.

BUT HIS activities have not been re-
stricted to the parks. Although he is a
resident of Arlington Heights, Phillips
has become active in several village civ-
ic organizations and serves on the Wheel-
ing Youth Commission.

Phillips said his Wheeling activities
help him to know the needs of the com-
munity he s« erving.

‘.t's a way to meet more people and
do a belter job,” he said.

According to him, his biggest surprise
in coming to Wheeling was the spirit of
cooperation and the continual support of
the community.

“Even with our staff, with young
people involved, we seem to have a let's-
do-it attitude,” he said.

Phillips rarely talks about his personal
life. He seems to prefer stecring conver-
sation to his work with the park district,
perhaps because so much of his time is
spent there.

He estimated he spends about 50 or 60
hours at the park district each week, but
said he doesn’t miss having a lot of spare
fime. “This is recrealion for me also,”
he said of his work.



Park Board
Defers OK On
Corps’ Land Use
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Despite their enthusiasm for the Cava-
liers Drum and Bugle Crops’ proposed
move to Wheeling, park board members

services, where the drum and bugle
corps idea originated.
THREE WHEELING residents present

decided Thursday night ihey needed-—al the Thursdey meeting objecled tu ihe

more information before approving the
corps’ use of park land.

The board established a committee to
work out the details of the move, which
would include the leasing of park land to
the Cavaliers. Park Board members said
they wanted to make sure the Wheeling
Park District would benefit from these
arrangements, thus justifying the use of
park land.

The Cavaliers had asked the park dis-
trict to lease two acres for the construc-
tion of their new headquarters. The corps
would pay for the construction of the
building. which would revert to park dis-
trict ownership upon completion. The
Cavaliers would then lease the building
from the park district.

State law, which governs the park dis-
trict, states that park land can only be
leased if the purpose of the lease is to
establish some kind of memorial. Park
Atty. Roger Bjorvik said this oplion was
possible if the corps’ building could be
construed as a memorial to the armed

proposed arrsngemeii®. They said the
park district covld not afford to use valu-
able park land to service only onc organ-
ization.

“I don't think we have enough park
property to give up park land for just
one individual group,” Alice Wargo told
the board. “If vou give to one outfit,
you're going to have them alf in.”

Park board members agreed that they
had some question whether it was justifi-
able to use park land for this purpose
after recently passing a park referendum
to oktain more epen space.

Park Board Pres. Lorraine Lark said.
however, that the park distriet also
needed interior recreation space, espe-
cially for the park's preschool program.
She said the corps’ building would be
available during the daytime and on Sat-
urdays for this type of park use.

“If these agreements would work for
the benefit of the Wheeling Park District,
that would be justification enough for the
people,” Mrs Lark said.

The propesed Cavaliers headquarters
would be in the western section of Heri-
tage Park next to the Soo Line R.R.
tracks. The 60 by 140-foot building would
include a main hall and several practice
rooms, The Cavaliers estimate the cost
of the building at $80,000.

AS PREVIOUSLY requested. the offi-
cials representing the Cavaliers pre-
sented the beard with letters from vari-
ous village groups supporting the corps’
move to Wheeling, Several interested
citizens also attended the meeting to ex-
press their support.

Endorsements for the project included
letters from School Dist. 21, Wheeling
High School principal Tom Shirley, Di-
reclor of Public Safety Roger Stricker,
Trustee Ron Bruhn, Omni-House director
Peter Digre, Wheel.sg Juycess, Chamber
of Commerce and the pastor of the Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church.



Park Board Issues $125,000

In Tax Warrants

/~25~-72 PARK BOARD Pres. Lorraine Lark

Although the financial situation of the
Wheeling Park District is improving, the
park board has once again been forced to
issue tax anticipation warrants to cover
operating expenses until expected tax
morey arrives in May.

The park board voted last week to is-
sue §125,000 in tax aznticipation warrants,
even though only $75,000 is needed to
cover the four months’ operaling ex-
penses. The extra $50.000 will be depos-
ited in the bank to draw interest.

Park Atty. Roger Bjorvik said the in-
terest earned by the additional borrowed
funds would almost cover the cost of in-
terest for the warrants. He said the park
district would save about $500 by borrow-
ing the larger amount and investing it as
compared o the cost of issuing only
$75,000 in warrants,

cast the only vote against the project.
She said the park district should only
borrow the money it needed to operate,
instead of the full $125.000. In the past,
v Mrs. Lark has objected to similar plans,
saying thal the public wiil think the park
district is in worse financial shape than
it actually is.

“I've been saying it for six years, and
T'll save myself the ‘trouble of saying it
again,” she said. “I don’t buy it.”

The rew tax anticipation warrants

bring the park district to 2 total of
$150.000 borrowed apgainst the tax money
that will be received in May. The park
board issued $25,000 in tax anticipation
warrants in August to meet operating ex-
penses.

Revenue-sharing funds
‘saver’ for townships
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Revenue sharing is a '“shot in the
arm” for township governments in fend-
ing off charges that the township system
is unable to cope with local problems ef-
ficiently, Wheeling Township Supervisor
Ethel Kolerus said last week.

Substituting for Cook County commis-
sioner Floyd Fulle, Mrs., Kolerus told
members of the Regular Republican or-
ganization in Palatine that federal reve-
nue sharing is **a very strengthening fea.
ture for township government.”

She admonished those governments to
use the funds wisely, in preparation for
the congressional review scheduled five
years from now. That review will deler-
mine the fulure of federal revenue funds
1o local governments.

During the past summer, Palatine
township officials were financially
unable to solve severe flooding problems
occurring in the northwestern edge of the
township.

NEARLY $30,000 has come to Palatine
township for its share of the federal
funds in 1972, More money will arrive
quarterly during 1973. Although no defi-
nite use for the windfall has been set by
the boad of auditors, the funds will have
to be budgeled before April for use in the
coming year.

Abolishing townsmp government is a
particularly sore point among the Pala-
tine Republicans. Palatine Township
recently fended off a move brought by
the local League of Women Voters to
hold a referendum on the question of
eliminating that level of government. A
Circuit Court decision stalling such a
vote is being appealed now, bul the first
hearing in the Appellate Court isnt
scheduled until sometime this spring.

Wheeling Township was not faced with
a similar abolition movement this fall,
when Palatine joined with three other
area lownships against LWV drives (o
get a referendum.

Refuting LWV arguments that town-
ship highway assessments were unfair

—Yor villagers, who als) pay village road

taxes, Mrs. Kolerus reasoned, “They
{villagers) do have to get in and out of
their towns. And what the villages don't
generally tell you is that you're gelting
almost half of that (township road} reve-
nue back."”

GENERAL ASSISTANCE can be han-
dled better by the township, too, Mrs.
Kolerus said. The township levies about
one cert per $100 equalized assessed
valuation to pay for general assistance, a
short-lerm emergency fund for needy
township residents,

Park board member Bob Ross said
this year’s tax anticipation warrants
show that the park distriet’s financial sit-
uation is improving. He said the district
needs to borrow less money for a shorter
period of time this year than it has in the
past.

Park Supt. Dave Phillips agreed that
park finances are improving. “‘The park
district is in better shape financially than
we were, let’s say, a year ago,” he said.

Phillips said the park district is now
werking to maintain a realistic approach
towards the tax anticipation warrants.
“We're being helped to understand that
you can’t get rid of these in one year,”
he said. He said the park district must
gradually reduce the size of the warranls
each year so that they can finally be
eliminated.

ACCORDING TO Phillips, the park dis-
trict cannot now set a time table for end-
ing the use of tax anticipation warrants.

“It all depends on increased assessed
valuation and on the ver:. streamlined
and efficient operation in ovit Pok dis-
trict,” he said.

If Cook County took over in the event
the township government was dissolved,
the county would have to levy al least 10
cents per $100 assessed valuation to quai-
ify for state funding as it currently does
for gencral assistance, Mrs. Kolerus told
the group. )

“We can do it much more economic-
ally, and we can do it immediately. Big
government is not the cheapest way to
do anything by any means,” Mrs. Ko-
lerus contended.

Not only should townships keep their
current powers, but they should also
work to gain control of other powers now
in the hands of the counly, specifically
awarding of liquor licenses and zoning in
unincorporated areas.

On granting liquor licenses, Mrs. Ko-
lerus said, “Certainly we know better
whether an establishment like that
should go in down the street where our
neighbors and children go by everyday,”
than the county officials.

Zoning n unincorporated Palatine
Township is in the jurisdiction of the
Cook County Zoning Board of Appeals
and ultimately the Cook County Board of
Commissioners. The county has been
criticized for easy approval of so-called
ury *sirable housing.

*  would like to see us gel zoning con-
tro: so they don’t just put up those 1,000-
apartment structures,” the Wheeling su-
B visor said.



Parks approve $600,000 bond

sale to banks

The Wheeling Park District will soon
have $600,000 in the bank to begin work
on improvements promised in last De-
cember's park improvements referen-
dum.

The park board Thursday night author-
ized the sale of $600,000 in bonds to The
Northern Trust Co. of Chicago and its co-
bidder, The Wheeling Trust and Savings
Bank. The lowest of four bidders in the
bond sale, these two firms offered the
park district a 5.18234 per cent interest
over the 20-year bond period.

This means that over the entire 20
years of the bond issue, the total interest
charged the park district will be
$408,109.38, _

A-5-23

Although the park referendum author-
ized the park district to sell $700,000
worth of bonds, the district's present as-
sessed valuation only allows the sale up
t0.$600.000. Park Atty. Roger Bjorvik
sau_i the park district could sell the re-
maining $100,000 of bonds when the new
assessed valuation becomes official later
this year.

_ BJCRVIK SAID he thought the park
Jistrict sia well with the bid it accepted.

“T was hoping we would be slightly un.
dlt_arh:lwe (per cent) and here we are
slightly over,” he said. “We ¢
been as high as seven.” ouid have
According to Bjorvik, the park dis-
trict’s chances for getting lower interest
rates decreased when the district's
Mood:.:' credit rating did not improve. He
exp_lamed that the district's rating re-
mained the same because the community

isl mainly residential instead of industri-
al.

Bjorvik said it will take about one
month to complete the legal technical-
ities of the bond sale. He said the park
district should have the money in the
bank by the end of March.

The park district will begin working on
plans for the promised park improve-
ments Feb. 12, when the board will meet
to establish priorities. The board is pre-
sently waiting for a progress report from
Dr. David Greenberg, the specialist re-
tained to prepare applications for federal
grants.

Board members said they would begin
working on the park sites as soon as ‘he
bond money was available, without wait-
ing for the federal funding.

Architect hired for park
upgrading .

The Wheeling Park District board
voted last Thursday night to retain
McFadzean and Everly Ltd. lo oversee
the park improvement program author-
ized by last year's $700,000 referendum.
Three firms were interviewed.

Despite the objections of board mem.-
ber Eugene Sackett, the park board
voted to hire the firm, which also pre-
pared the districl’s referendum work and
is presently doing its master plan.

Sackett objected to hiring the firm,
saying there was no reason to make the
decision that pight. “Why are we going
so fast on this?™ he asked. “Another two
weeks couldn't make that much of a dif-
ference.™

Other board members said they felt
the park district could not afford to wait
until the next meeting to hire the archi-
teet. “I hate to wait that long,” said
hoard member Gus Nizzi. “We've got to
get moving.™'

PARK BOARD Pres. Lorraine Lark
asked that the board delay the decision

so she could listen to the tapes of the
three interviews. Mrs. Lark was not pre-
sent during the interviews.

Other board members defeated her

motion to table the decision.

Both Mrs. Lark and board member
Boh Ross abstained from the vote on ac-
cepting the firm. Mrs. Lark said she

could not vole because she had nol been
present for the discussion. Ross ab-
stained because he deals with all three of
the firms in his business.

Board members Al Wilson and Gus
Nizzi voted to hire the firm, and Sackett
voted against the motion.

DURING THEIR presentation, repre-
sentatives of McFadzean and Everly sug-
gesled that the board negotiate five dif-
ferent contracts for varying aspects of
the park improvements. They said the
contracts could be flexible, depending on
the amount of work the park district
wanted lo do themselves.

Representatives of the firm soid they
would charge the highest percentage of
funds for the remodeling work on the
Heritage Park community building and
outdoor pool. They said because of the
exlensive work required the fee would be
about 15 per cent of the cost of the proj-
ect,

They also ¢stimated the cost of work
with plant materials at 12 per cent, and
the cost of design facilities at 8.5 per
cent,

The park board said they would consid-
er the firm’s suggestions in drawing up
plans to begin those projects that do not
require federal funding. The board is de-
laying work on projects which qualify for
{ederal funding until they learn the state
us of federal fund applications.
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THE BRUINS WON the over-all championship in the
Wheeling Park District men's competitive basketball
league ‘ast week with a 92-83 victory over Arlington
Free Clurch. The two teams quaiified for the champion-

"‘M

ship game by winning the most games in their division.
The league teams were divided info two groups, ene
playing Tuesday nights and the other playing Thursday
nights.
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James McCabe, an
attorney and Demo Commit-
tceman, Wheeling Township
called for more citizen
concera in government and
Ppolitics, at the Jaycee's
annual Mayor's Prayer
Breakfast, last’ Sun. at
Manda's Union Hotel.

“What we need in this
area are people sincerely
interested in government
and politics,” he said, to 48
guests at the annual break
fast

He said that individual-

- should join a political argani
zation and then work for the
organization. The govern-
ment regulates every minute
of the individual's life, yet
*“too many people have
joined the party of apathy,”
He said.
McCabe said that too
way individuals permitted
the newspapers (o seicet
their candidates for them.
He said the newspapers were
an aid, but voters should be
more informed about a
candidate than to rely on a
newspaper article, and he
said the way te find out about
a candidate was to become
aclively involved in a politi-
cal organization.

The Distinguished Ser-
vice Award was presented to
Dave Phillips, Supl. Wheel-
ing Park Dist. since Jan. 24,
1972. Phillips, also a member
of the Youth Commissiom,
said that he was very
surprised because he had
bech in the community a

very short I'?\?."

McCabe Calls
Citizens In Govt.

Service anwards were presented at the Jaycee's annual Mayor's Prayer Breakfast, last
Sunday. Frank Debler. winner OYE award. Chuck Herion, Breakfast Chair., Ted C.

Scanlon. Wheeling's Pres,: James McCabe, Atty.: Tony Altierl, Jaycee's Pres.. and Dave
Phillips. winner DSA Award.
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Winner of the Qutstand-
ing Young Educator's Award
went te Frank Dobler,
Choral Dir. Wheeling Migh
School. Dobler said that it
was “a totally unexpected
honor.”

Dobler has been with
Wheeling High School for
five years and began several

choral programs at the Wheeling’s Mayor Ted C. Scanlon extended hirthday wishes
school. ] to Alice Wargo, after breakfast. Mrs. Wargo. a crossing
According to Tony guard and mother of seven boys, was nominated for the DSA.

Altieri, Jaycee Pres., both gunday was Mrs. Wargo's birthday.
Dave Phillips and Frank
Dobler gave of themselves in
their work "above and
beyond the normal require-
ments of the job.”
He said that both
Dobler and Phillips had
worked extra hard in draw-
ing young people into their
respective programs.
Wheeling's Mayor, Ted
C. Scanlon commended the ;
Jaycee's for their outstand-
ing community service.
expecially the Commuiity
Blood program. @
Hugh Wilson made the
DSA presentation and Frank
Schnaitmann made the OYE
presentation. The Rev.
Stanley. Dill, from the First . L
Baptist Church of Wheeling Hugh Wilson looks on s Javcce Pres. Tony Allieri extends
officiated during the invo- his hand (o cengratvlale Dave Phillips after the DSA

cation. presentation at Sunday’s Mavor's Praver Breakiast.



Park district to present

reliminary
pr y
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A preliminary draft of the proposed
Wheeling Park District master plan will
be presented tonight to the park board at
its regularly scheduled meeting.

The public session will begin at 8 p.m.
at the Heritage Park Building, 222 8.
Wolf Rd,

The commissioners are not expected to
take any official action on the land use
guide that will be presented by Roy Lay-
man of McFadzean and Everly, Ltd.,
park and recreation planners.

The firm has also been hired by the
park district to oversee the development
of park projects approved in Jast Decem-
ber’s referendum.

ANOTHER spokesman for the Win.
netka firm, Carl Fuerst, said the referen-
dumn was actually a vote of approval for
the master plan.

"Essentially, the main ingredients of
the plan were approved by the passage
of the referendum,” Fuerst said. “About

all we're doing now is tying up support-
ing evidence for our recommendations,”
he added.

Work on the plan that Fuerst described
as “very neighborhood-criented” began
aboul cight months ago. He said a lack
of time prevented the firm from com-
pleting the master plan before the refer-
endum.

Exceptionally good cooperation be-
tween local school and park officials
prompted the planners o emphasize
neighborhood parks in the plan, Fuerst
said.

“WHEN SCHOOLS and parks cooper-
ate well as they do here in Wheeling, the
taxpayer is the winner,” he said. “The

master plan

-

plan is designed to provide recreational
facilities in all areas that kids can walk
to. We feel that's important in a family
community like this.”

The proposed plan examines eurrent
and anticipated local park and recreation
needs and appraises existing park and
recrealion areas and facilities. It also in-
cludes a guide for fulure expansion of
the park district.

McFadzean and Everly developed a sim-
ilar master plan for the Buffalo Grove
Park District in 1971,

In other business, prior to the regular
board meeting, the finance committee is
scheduled to discuss the proposed 1973-74
budget in a meeting set for 7 par
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If all goes according to schedule,
Wheeling residents in the Husky Park
area should have a more attractive park
area to play in this summer.

Village Mgr. George Passolt said wvil-
lage officials are reviewing plans for im-
proving the Husky Park retention basin
and landscaping the surrounding area.

The plans are tbe first drawn up by the
new engineering firm hired to oversee
the village's flood control programs. The
preliminary design call for two struc-
tural changes which will keep the bottom
of the retention basin dry so that it can
be used {or recreation.

The storm sewer pipes currently drain
into the retention basin. Water from
these pipes then goes into the sewer lines
beneath the basin floor. This causes a
continual ponding of water on the botto
of the basin,

To correct this situation, the engineers
have proposed connecting the storm sew-
ers directly into the pipes beneath the
basin, They also plan to install a small
pump.; these.underpipes to get rid of
the sma ! amount of water that usualy
nt;h on tne basin floor.

e engineeving firm also proposes
:hangmgthes:.:a,peot'tberetenﬁonbasiu

to make it more attractive. Plans call
for reducing the present slope of the ba-
sin sides, and scalloping the edges of the
basin.

THE BASIN IS rectangular and has
steep sides. The area, which is not land-
scaped, has often been compared to a
mudhole.

Passolt said the village has been
aware of the problems with the park’s
appearance. “There has been criticism
of the appearance of the park,” he said.
Y know the citizens are unhappy about
it.”

He said he thought the work now being
planned by the village would do a great
deal to improve the way the park looks.
He said the area would be landscaped
with flowering plants, trees and shrubs.

Park improvements on the way

Passolt also said the change in the ba-
sin’s shape would make it more inter-
esting to view.

Passolt also noted that preliminary
plans call for changing the present steps
to the bollom of the basin and providing
a little park loock-out at the edge of the
basin. He said the village is considering
changing the roadway into the park by
adding a turn-about circle at the end of
Lee Street.

The manager said he could not make
any estimate on a time-schedule for work
on the basin. He said the timetable was
dependent oo the weather. “I would hope
that by fairly early in June we would be
able to have it under way,” he.said. I
would like to see it comJleted this swn-
mer."



Freeze on federal funds
delays park improvements

by LYNN ASINOF

An 18-month freeze on the spending of
certain federal funds is making it impos-
sible for the Wheeling Park District to
hegin work on park improvements prom-
ised in last December’s $700.000 referen-
dum,

The park board recently learned that
they cannot apply for matching federal
funds for their projects until the freeze
on funds from the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development is lift-
ed. The freeze went into effect Jan. 5
when local HUD offices were instructed
not to accept applications for certain
types of projects until further notice
from Washington D.C.

At first, the park board wanted to pro-
ceed with the improvements by using
money raised by their $600,000 bond sale

which was authorized earlier this month,

The park attorney, however, told the
board that if this moncy is spent before
their application for federal funds is ap-
proved, that money could not be used as
matching funds.

“Now we find ourselves in a position
where we want to get moving, but if we
spend too much money, our federal funds
will be nil,” said Park Board Pres. Lor-
raine Lark.

THE PARK BOARD had promised that
work on the park improvements would
begin as soon as money from the refer-
endum was available. After much dis-
cussion, the board members agreed that
they could not in good conscience spend
the referendum money without applying
for federal aid.

“To do us right in the community. we
should have the federal money,” Mrs.
Lark said. “I would say from a logical
economic aspect, and it's not going to be
a popular one, we should go with the
items that would not take federal funds.”

However, in reviewing the list of im-
provements promised in the referendum,
the park board found most of the items
did require federal aid, Only the new
maintenance garage, improvements to
the Heritage Park community building,
and work on both the indoor and outdoor
swimming pools did not qualify for feder-
al funds. .

The major pregrams in the referen-
dum, site development and land acquisi-
tion, rely heavily on federal aid to in-
crease the scope of improvements for the
park district.

"I WANT T{ make it clear that it's not

just a couple of thousand dellars we’d be
losing,” said Park Supt. Dave Phillips.
"You're talking about $175,000 just for
land acquisition.”
Q The board members decided to delay
deciding on a list of priority items on the
park improvements until more informa-
tion on the HUD freeze was availablgdIn
the meantime, they decided to interview
three prospective architectural con-
suiting firms to oversee all of the park
improvements.

“Mavhe the time that an architect
would be doing his work and submitting
his plans to us would be the time the
freeze would be lifted,” Mrs. Lark said.

She further proposed that the park
board make its position clear to state
and federal representatives in hopes that
they might be able to lift the freeze. I
don’t think we should sit back and wait
for the freeze to be lifted,” she said,

Phillips recommended that the board
pass a resolution opposing the freeze
which could then be sent to these repre-
sentalives.




Bond sale finances plans approved last year

Park district board receives $600,000

The Wheeling Park Distriet has re-
ceived $600,000 to begin work on projects
approved in last December’s referen-
dum.

The projects are part of a masler plan
for park development being considered
hy the board. The first half of the plan
was presented to the commissioners last
Thursday. They are to receive the pre-
liminary draft of the entire plan by the
end of this week and may take action on
it at a special meeting sel for April 5.

Parks hoping for tax-rate releasc

Wheeling and Buffalo Grove park offi-
cials are hopeful that figures on the cur-
rent assessed valuation of property with-
in their districts will be released this
week. The information is needed to make
plans for upcoming bond sale.

In both park districts, residents have
authorized the sale of more bonds than
the current assessed valuations can cov-
er.

According to state law, a park distriet
can only issue bonds for an amount equal
to 2% per cent of the assessed valuation
of ail property in the district.

Wheeling residents approved the sale
of $700,000 in bonds in last December’s
referendum. So far, the park district has
beer able to issue only $600,000 worth of
the bonds.

WHEELING PARK Board Pres. Lor-
raine Lark said yesterday if information

on the 1972 assessed valuation becomes
available soon, the park district will
schedule the bond sale for the remaining
$100,000 as soon as possible.

The first $600,000 in Wheeling Park
District bonds were sold to the Northern
Trust Co. of Chicago and its co-bidder,
The Wheeling Trust and Savings Bank.
The bonds were sold al a 5.1 per cent
interest rate over the 20-year bond peri-
od. _

Early in February, the park board au-
thorized the sale of $600.000 in bonds lo
the Northern Trust Co. of Chicago and its
co-bidder, The Wheeling Trust and Sav-
ings Bank. The bonds were sold at a 5.1
per cenl interest over the 20-year bond
period.

According to Park Supt. Dave Phillips,
the $600,000 will be used to proceed with
those projects included in the master
plan that are not eligible for state or fed-
eral matching funds.

£
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TRERE IS currently a freeze un feder-
al funds, but with the bond money in the
bank, the park district can now apply for
monies from the Illinois Burcau of Out-
door Recreation (BOR). The funds would
be used to aid in land acquisition and the
development of presnt sites in the dis-
triet.

Work will start as soon as possible,
Phillips said, on improvements at the
Heritage Park building. They are to in-
clude the addition of shower and locker
rooms, the possibility of a handball
court, installation of ceramic tile at Nep-
tune’s Pool and the construction of a
maintenance garage,

The park beard is presently devising a
list of priorities for the $600,000, to be
used for the construetion of projects ap-
proved in the referendum. Work will be-
gin first on improvements at Heritage
Park.

A 1971 referendum gave the Buffalo
Grove Park District the authority to is-
sue $1,250,000 in bonds. However, be-
cause ‘the assessed valuation was not
high enough at the time to cover the sale
of all the bonds, park officials were able
to sell only $1 million worth.

BUFFALO GROVE Park Director Stan
Crosland said yesterday figures on the
assessed valuation of the Lake County
section of the village are not expected to
ke released for about two months. How-
ever, he said he is hopeful the assessed
valuation of the Cook County section wiil
be sufficient to cover the remaining
$250,000 in bonds.

“It's going to be awfully close,” Cros-
land said, “'but there’s an outside chance
we'll make it.”

Crosland said the park district’s finan-
cial consultants, Benjamin & Lang of
Chicago, have indicatd they expect the
Cook Counly assessed valuation to be

The present garage, altached fo the
Heritage Park building, is no longer suf-
ficient te house necessary park mainte-
nance equipment,

Although the referendum authorized
the park district to sell $700,000 worth of
bonds, the district's current assessed
valuation only allowed the sale of
$600,000 in bonds. Park District Atty. Ro-
ger Bjorvik has said the park district
will be able to sell the remaining $100,000
in bonds when the new assessed valu-
ation of the district becomes official later
this vear.

IN OTHER BUSINESS Thursday, Phil-
lips recommended that the board consid-
er cooperating with the Central Lake
Family YMCA to provide an eight-week
“compelitive swimming stroke elinie”
beginning in April,

Phillips suggested the park distriet dis-
cuss hiring John Elliot. who organized
the YMCA team presently using Nep-
tune's Pool, to teach the daily class. The
YMCA has agreed to share the cost of
the program with the park district.

available by lomorrow night's regular
park board meeting.

If the figure is released by then, the
park board will continue working on
plans for the $250,000 bond sale sometime
this summer.

CROSLAND HAS said it is erucial that
the park district complete the bond sale
by June 30, After that date, the general
obligation bond interest rate will drop
from 7 per cent to 5 per cent undess the
state legislature acts to freeze the inter-
est rate.

The Bulfalo Grove park director {eels
it would be very difficult to find huyers
for the bonds if the inlerest rae is low-
ered to 5 per cent.

Revenue from the bond sale is neces-
sary to complete the land purchase for a
park in the Cambridge subdivision and to
construct recreation facilities there.
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tntern program for parks proves

to be successful

by LYNN ASINOF

Bill Maher is the first student to ecarn
college credit while working for the
Wheeling Park District. But il Park
Supt. Dave Phillips has his way, Maher
won't be the last.

“It really shouldn't be looked at as a
source of free labor,” Phillips said of the
intern program. “Even though that's
what it is.”’

For while the intern is learning the
“ins and outs™ of park district manage-

ment, he is also undertaking special proj-
ects that the normal park staff has not
had time to do. In Maher's case, the spe-
cial project was a study of operating
costs for the indoor Neptune's Pool.

But Phillips said the exlra manpower
is not the only advantage in having col-
lege interns in the park district. ““The
advantage is in their enthusiasm, in their
new ideas,” he said.

Phillips first experiment in using a col-
lege student for park district manage-

ment came when Rich Haddock was
hired last September as a recreation di-
rector on a part-time basis.

The experiment obviously worked since
Haddock has been given an increasing
amount of responsibility in running vari-
ous park district programs. Haddock, 24,
is a student at Triton Coliege in River
Grove,

MAHER, 22 was the next experiment,
and of a substantially different kind.
While Haddock is paid for his work on an

hourly basis, Maher receives only college
credit for his efforts. Moreover, while
Haddock is not working for a limited
time period, the intern from tie Univer-
sity of lowa will spend only 15 weeks
with the park district.

During his stay with the Wheeling
Park District, Maher will study all as-
pects of the district's operations. He at-
tends park board meetings, conducts
some programs, reviews administrative
functions and fills in where extra man-
power is needed.

Maher reports back to the university
every few weeks, but Phillips grades his
reports. “He grades about 60 per cent of
what I do here,”” Maher said.

Phillips said that while the intern and
the part-timer have varying duties and
responsibilities, their input into the dis-
trict has several similarities.

According to Phillips, both are trying
to find how a park district ocperates. He
said both are used to looking at recrea-
tion as a field of study instead of a day-
to-day operation,

“They ask a lot of questions that I
haven't asked in a long time,” he said.
Phillips added that he thought this ques-
tioning was good for him because he has
gotten out of the habit of looking al rec-
reation from a long-range view.

“I think its really helped me because it
brings me back to the philosophy of why
we're doing the things we're doing,” he
said.

PHILLIPS SAID, however, training the
college students often takes up a lot of
his time. He said the first week or so is
needed for orientation. After that he said
the ts' efficiency improves coensid-
era

Fcl-73

“But 15 weeks of their time is worth
my lime to spend with them,” he said.

Both Maher and Haddock agreed that
Phillips is a good person to work for and
to learn from. ‘“That’s one of Dave's best
qualities, if you ask me,” said Haddock.
“You work with him, not for him."”

Maher concurred, saying “lt's a very
informal atmosphere around here. I en-
joy the people in the park district.”

PHILLIPS SAID he first got the idea
of having interns in the Wheeling Park
District from his own college experience.
“It's basically because of my contacls
back at the University of Jowa and rea-
lizing that it is a potential resource to
us,” he said.

The park superintendent said he is now
hoping to have a landscaping intern from
Kishwaukee College in Malta do his field

work with the park district. If all goes
well, the landscaping intern will work
from April through August with the de-
velopment and care of park district
grounds.

Phillips said he has been in contact
with several other universities and col-
leges about getting other interns for the
park district, “We're looking forward lo
being able Lo give other studenis the op-
portunity to do their field work here,” he
said.

He explained, however, that many col-
lege students like to do their field work
at larger and more prestigious park dis-
tricts.

“Naturaily, most of the students would
rather go to a bigger district,” Phillips
said. “But what we lack in staff and fa-
cilities we make up for in our a titudes




Freeze on federal funds
delays park improvements

by LYNN ASINOF

An 18-month freeze on the spending of
certain federal funds is making it impos-
sible for the Wheeling Park District to
begin work on park improvements prom-
's;ed in last December’s $700,000 referen-

um.

The park board recently learncd that
they cannot apply for matching federal
funds for their projects until the freeze
on funds from the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development is lift-
ed. The freeze wenl into effect Jan. 5
when local HUD offices were instructed
not to accept applicatiors for certain
types of projects until further notice
from Washington D.C,

At first, the park board wanted to pro-
ceed with the improvements by using
money raised by their $600,000 bond saie

Write-in wins park

A last minute write-in challenger,
Hugh Wilson, defeated incumbent Wheel-
ing Park Board Commissioner Alf Wi'-
son in yesterday's election.

Incumbent Pres. Lorraine Lark re-
ceived the majority (590 of the 766
voles cast at the two precinets. Hugh

Wil ived 420 voles and Alf Wil-
son
A n said his defeat was probably

a result of his independent campaign,
“because Hugh Wilson had the backing
of an organized group (Wheeling Jay
cees).”

“I'D RATHER have seen him come
out, get petitions and debate. In theory,
there really wasn't a choice because
ke didn’t campaign.” Alf Wilson added
he was proud of the recent park im-
provement referendum that passed dur-
ing his tenure on the board.

which was authorized earlier this month,

The park attorney. however, told the
board that if this money is spent before
their application {or federal funds is ap-
proved, that money could not be used as
matching funds.

“Now we find ourselves in a position
where we want to get moving, but if we
spend too much money, our federal funds
will be nil,” said Park Board Pres. Lor-
raine Lark.

THE PARK BOARD had promised that
work on the park improvements would
begin as soon as money from the refer-
endum was available. After much dis-
cussion, the board members agreed that
they could not in good conscience spend
the referendum money without applying
for federal aid.

“To do us right in the community, we
should have the federal money,” Mrs.
Lark said. “I would say from a logical
economic aspect, and it's not going to he
a popular one, we should go with the
items that would not take federal funds.”

However, in reviewing the list of im-
provements promised in the referendum,
the park board found most of the items
did require federal aid. Only the new
maintenance garage, improvements to
the Heritage Park community building,
and work on both the indoor and outdoor
swimming pools did not qualify for feder-
al funds.

Hugh Wilson was unavailable for com-
ment last night.

Hugh Wilson announced just last week
that he intended to wage a last minute
write-in campaign. He and a group of
about 40 supporters canvassed the vil-
lage last weekend instructing people
how to correctly complete a write-in
ballot.

“It twoks as though he (Hugh Wilson)
did his schoolwork,” Mrs. Lark sad.
“It was a matter of educating the peo-

The major programs in the referen-
dum, site development and land acquisi-
tion, rely heavily on federal aid to in-
crease the scope of improvements for the
park district.

“I WANT TO make it clear that it's not
just a couple of thousand dollars we'd be
losing,” said Park Supt. Dave Phillips.
“You're talking about $175.000 just for
land acquisition.”

The board members decided to delay
deciding on a list of priority items on the
park improvements until more informa-
tion on the HUD freeze was available. In
the meantime, they decided to interview
three prospective archilectural con-
sulting firms to oversce all of the park
improvements.

“Maybe the time that an architect
would be doing his work and submitling
his plans to us would be the time the
freeze would be lifted,” Mrs. Lark said.

She further proposed that the park
board make ils position clear to state
and federal representatives in hopes that
they might be able to lift the frecze. I
don't think we should sit back and wait
for the freeze to be lifted,” she said.

Phillips recommended that the board
pass a resolution opposing the freeze
which could then be sent to these repre-
sentatives.

election
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ple and he managed to do it.”

OF HER OWN victory, Mrs. Lark
said, I feel it's a vole of conlidence
and the vole was just overwhelning.”

Mrs. Lark added that she was reelect-
ed by a larger margin of votes yester-
day than she was the first time she was
elected to the board in 1967.

Alf Wilson was also first elected to
the hoard in 1967. Mrs. Lark said she
heped he would continue to take an
active interest in the operations of the
park district.

"I would hate to see Alf leave the
board completely,” she said. “I would
hope that he would continue to serve
in some sort of advisory capacity such
as a member of a citizen’s committee,
Based on his experience, Alf could con-
tinue to be very useful to us.”



73

FLAGS ¥ YHE Wheeling Park District are flying at
half staff in honor of former Park Comr. Alf Wilson.
Wilson died Wednesday at Chicage’s Northwest Hospi-
tal after suffering an apparent cercbral hemorrhage last

Sunday. Visitation will be from 3 to 5 p.m. today at the
Wheeling Funeral Home. Funeral services will be in the
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd tomorrow, with
burial at the Memory Gardens Cemetery in Aclington
Heights.




Park board to sell $100,000 in bonds

£-21-73

The Wheeling Park Board tonight is
expecied to sell $100,000 in bonds, com-
pleting the $700,000 bond issue authoriz-
ed by park district residents in last Dec-
ember’s referendum.

The park district has been able to sell

only $600,000 in bonds because the as-
sessed valualion of property within the
district was not kigh enough to cover the
entire bond issue.

By state law, a park distriet can issue
bonds for an amount equal to 2% per

cent of the assessed valuation of all prop-
erty in the district.

THE REVENUE from the bonds will
be used for park improvements, land ac-
quisition and new recreational facilities.

Other items on the agenda of tonight's

L e~
Preschool ~

0penings
still exist

There are still several openings in
summer preschool classes being offered
by Wheeling Park District,

Registration for the four-week courses
is taken in person only from 9 a.m. t0
p.m. Monday through Friday and 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Ssturday at Heritage Park, 222
S. Wolf Rd.

THE PROGRAM., open to all children
ages four through six, began yesterday
and will continue through July 9. A sec-
ond session will run from July 18 through
Aug. 6. .

Children may attend classes that meet
two or three days a week from % a.m. to
noon at Heritage Park.

The fee for the class that meets twice
a week is $15 and the three day class
costs $23.

Both courses will be limited to 15 stu-
dents. J. Heinl is the instructor for the
classes.

EDUCATIONAL as well as recreation-
al activities are also still available to
children in the general playground, arls
and crafts programs,

Playground sites are Twain, Field and
Sandburg schools and Heritage Park,
Each program is operated from 2 a.m. to
noon through July 23. The fee is $6.

SUMMER SPORTS offered at the play-
ground sites are softball and whiffle bail,
archery, soccer, tether ball, field hockey
and kick ball.

General actlvilies and speclal events
that are scheduled ir®nde a pet show,
bike hike, swim meet, penny carnival,
talept show, arts and crafts show, “Dive
for Dough®* and puppet show.

meeting include:

+ Bid opening for the installation of ce-
ramic tile at Neptune's Pool.

* Discussion of a land survey at Heri-
tage Park to determine the suitability of
part of the property for a garage.

e Consideration of a request by direc-
tors of the local Head Start program for
pool passes.

e Publication of the district’s appro-
priation ordinance for the 1973-74 fiscal
year.

® Annexation of several areas into the
district including Foxboro and Harmony
Village.

¢ Executive session to discuss a per-
sonne] matter.

o~

Get your feet wet

in Park District
programs , ,,

The Wheeling Park District is offering some summer
programs that may make those out-of-school months more
enjoyable for parents and children alike.

Swimming instruction for grade school children began
June 18.

There will be four sessions, cach session lasting two
weeks. Classes will be held Monday through Friday, at four
different periods: 9 to 9:45, 10 to 10:45, 11 to 11:45 and 12 to
12:45.

To enroll for Beginners Lessons a youngster should be
able to stand in the shallow end of the pool, waler below the
chin line (about 3'. feet of water).

There will also be lessons for advanced beginners,
intermediate swimmers and advanced swimmers.

Pre-school classes will be offered. but parents must
accompany children in the water.

Junior and Senior Life Saving will be offered al the end
of the summer.

The cost for a len lesson session is $5.

The Park District also has a Wrestling Workshop
scheduted.

Three top area coaches will help with the program--Art
Krafl. Triton College Coach; Bob Schulze, Wheeling High
Coach and Dennis Riccio, Buffalo Grove Coach,

The wrestling program will run from June 25 to July 13
at the Wheeling High School Wrestling Room. The workshop
starts at 6:30 p.n. and lasts until 8 p.m.

The minimum age is 12 years old and the fee is $2.

Registration for these and other Park District programs
is held at Heritage Park from 9 to 5.

‘The Bob Love BasketbaJi Clinic scheduled for July has
been cancelled.



Township park districts
unite to seek flood funds

by JILL BETTNER

The six park districts in Wheeling
Township are organizing a drive to ob-
tain a portion of the township’s federal
revenue sharing funds for flood control
projects along McDonald Creck.

The creek winds through five of the
township's park distriets, often over-
flowing and rendering park sites com-
pletely unusable. Although the creek
does not flow directly through the Mount
Prospect district, it has an indirect effcct
on park flooding there.

Wheeling Park Supt. Dave Phillips is
spearheading the cooperalive effori to
acquire some of the township's $94.000
federal monies. He feels the districts
have a chance of gelting the funds be-
cause ecology and flood control are pri-
ority items.

Wheeling Township Supervisor Ethel
Koierus agreed ecology and flood control
have been identified by the township
board as impertant, but she indicated the
park districts were not likely to get fed-
eral revenue sharing funds for the
MeDonald Creek projects.

“I explained to the two park districts
who have been in touch with our office
that it seemed to me we wouldn't dis-
tribute the federal revenue sharing funds
to a taxing body.” Mrs. Kolerus said.
She said she has nol yet obtained a legal
opinion on whether or not the park dis-
tricts are eligible for money under the
federal guidelines.

MRS, KOLERUS said the township
board plans Lo sit on the funds until the
first revenue sharing check for 1973 is
reccived, probably sometime in April.
Although the final allocations decision
rests with the board, she said plans are
to organize cilizen committees and ad-
vise the trustees of the needs of varipus
groups.

Buffalo Grove could usc the federal
funds to drain a local park site currently
useless because a tributary of McDonald
Creek courses through the land. The
park is Jocated in the Mill Creek subdivi-
sion.

In Wheeling, too, park officials said the

money could be used to minimize flood-
ing at present sites and possibly to deep-
en an existing retention basin at Heri-
tage Park. By deepening the lake, ils
flood control capacity would be increased
and the lake could double as a recreation
facility.

In other eommunities, such as Pros-
pect Heights, park officials would like to
have the federal funds to acquire new
sites. They would serve the dual pur-
poses of providing flood control and rec-
reation.

Phillips feels the park districts’ plan to
check flooding along McDonald Creek
could be effective.

“Being nonpelitical, we're able te ac-
complish more than if we were under vil-
lage control,” Phillips said.

PROSPECT HEIGHTS Park Director
Ronald Greenberg and Stan Crosland, di-
recior of parks and recreation for Buf-
falo Grove, agree that the project is a
good idea.

“What we're trying to do here is o
show the township thal we can work to-
gether on this thing.” Crosland said. “If
we can get together and find the funds
and work with the MSD and the munici-
palities, it just might work.”

Other park directors, like Tom Cooper
in Mount Prospect have some reserva-
tions aboul getting the necessary furds.

*“1 never spend anylhing until 1 get it,”
Cooper said. “I don't really give it too
much hope.”

Marvin Weiss, River Trails park direc-
tor said, “If it happens to be available to
us and it's a worthwhile sum, God only
knows we have a lot of projects we couid
use it on. But 1 don't visualize that it
could be very much if the money is di-
vided up among all the priorities.”

Arlington Heights director of parks and
recreation, Thomas Thornton, said he
agreed the idea to get the funds was
good and may work. He said his park
district will be represented when publie
hearings are held on the request. It is not
known when those hearings will be
scheduled.

27703
Herltaée' dark
plans on agenda

The Wheeling Park Board will meet
tonight (o discuss improvements to Heri-
tage Park and to set priorities for the
referendum funds approved last year,

A comprehensive program of park im-
provements has been delayed because of
the current freeze on federal funds. The
park board cannot spend the bulk of its
refcrendum money until matching feder-
al funds are available. If the money is
spent before the freeze is lifted, the park

will lose jus chance lo obtain matching
funds.

The board is also scheduled to congider
annexing certain properties into the park
district. These parcels were recently an-
nexed by the Village of Wheeling,

The committee meeting will begin at 7
p-m. at the park building al Heritage
Park, 222 8. Yoif &1., The regular board
meeting will begia at § p.r..
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Carsoir-Bernes

circus comes
to town Sunday

‘The Carson-Barnes Circus is coming to
town Sunday for lwo performances spon-
sored by the Wheeling Township Kiwanis
Club

“The performances, al 2 p.m. and 4
p.m., will include clowns, gerial acts,
jugglers, acrobats and a circus hapd.
More than 100 wild animals, including
lions, elephants, giraffes, bears and G-
gers, also will perform.

The entire cireus will be housed in a
five-ring circus tent which seals more
than 3,000 people. Residents are invilefi
to watch the circus people put up their
big-top tent in Heritage Park, 222 S. Woll
Rd., Wheeling.

Tickets are available at the gate for
$3.15 for adults and $1.60 for children. A
15 per cent discount is available for per-
sons purchasing tickets in advance at the
Wheeling Trust and Savings Bank, Mount
Prospect Savings Bank. First National of
Mount Prospect or Barton Stull Realty in
Prospect Heights.

Proceeds w _ ue used to purchase
playground equlp” zat an ,to develop a
Kiwanis Kids P:.ﬁ For further ‘nforma-
tion, call 398-1308.*




Parks ready completion of bond sale

by JILL BETTNER

Wheeling park officials are ready to
sell - $100,000 in bonds, completing the
$700,006 bood issue authorized by park
district residents in last December’s ref-
erendum.

The park distriet has been able to sell
only $600,000 in bonds up to now because
the assessed valuation of property within
the district was oot high enough to cov-
er the entirebond lssue.

By siate law, & park disirict can issue

per cent of the assessed valuation of all
property in the district.

Cook County assessed valuation flg-
ures, released last week, revealad that
the assessed valuation of park district
land has increased sufficiently in the
past year to cover the remaining $100,000
bond sale. The 1972 figure, at $98 million,
is up $29 million over the previous as-
sessment.

ROGER BJORVIK, park district attor
ney, said since the park district was or-

has increased about 8514 to $6 milliom
each year. This year's Increase In as-
sessed valuation then, equals the growth -
over the past six years.

‘Ttﬂslsreaﬁyablmmtoﬂmdh-
trict,” Bjorvik sald of the jump in vitue
of park land. “it will give us a charco to
do a little planning and better our finag-
clal situation,”

Bjorvik was authorized by the park
board at a meeting last Th.n'wday night
to begin negotiating for tho saio of the

{coatinued on page 3}

Dbends only far an amount equal to 2%

ganized in 1963, the assessed valuation

Parks to sell $100,000

to complete bond issue

(Continued from page 1)

Blorvik said he will contact the Wheel-
ing Trust and Savings Bank first. The
bank and its co-bidder, the Northemn
Trust Co. of Chicago purchased the first
$600,000 in bonds early last February.
The bonds were sold at a 5.1 per cent
interest rate over the 20-year-bond peri-

If the Interest rate offered by the
Wheeling bank on the remaining bonds is
competitive with the rate that could be
obtalped from the larger Chicago banks,
Bjorvik will recommend that the park
board sell the bonds locally.

BJORVIK ADDED that f & is impos-
sible for the park disirict to get a favor-
able interest rate by negotiating, they
will solicit bids on the bonds,

Money from the sale of the bonds will
be used o finance improvements at pre-
semt park sites, construct new facilities
and purchase additional park land.

In other business at last week's meet-

. Ing, the park board voted to hire Richard

Haddock as recreation director at a sala-
ry of $7,500 per year. Haddock has been
working for the park district on a part-
time basis supervicing activitics and pro-
grams since last fall,

The board also & resolufion
commending Bill Maher “for service to
the community” in his position a3 an b
tern for the park district. Maher, a se-
nior et the University of Iowa has becn
working for tha park district for the past
five months &s part of his requirements
for a degree in municipal recreation. The
resolution will be sent to the university.

The commissioners voted to donate £50
to the First Illinois Drum amd Bugle
Corps in memory of farmer park board
member Alf Wilsen, who dled recently.

The board also passed & resohution
posthumously commending Wilson for his
service to the park district. He was aloct-
ed to the park board in 1967,



Parks schedule

5-~7-73
by JILL BETTNER

The Wheeling Park District proposed
summer schedule includes activities to
enlertain and challenge residents of all
ages, In addition to athletic events, sev-
eral activities to stimulate the mind are
also planned.

The park board has not yet approved
the schedule, but most activities are ten-
tatively planned. Registration for all
events will definitely begin June 1, but
the tentative time, dates and fees of ac-
tivities is still subject to change.

The playground program is scheduled
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to run from June Lto Aug. 4. Tentative-
ly, sports to be offered will include soft-
ball, archery classes, soccer, tetherball,
field hockey and kickball.

General activities planned as part of
the playground program are a pet show,
“Green and Yellow Week,” “Crazy Hat
Days,” bike hike, outdoor pool trips and
“Games Galore.”

THE PLAYGROUND program is also
set to include several special events such
as a penny carnival, swim meet, puppet
show, arts and crafts, 2 hobo hike, talent
show, parents day and a dive for dough.
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The proposed fee for the playground
program is $6.

Community pool is tentatively sched-
uled to open June i6 with hours in the
afternoon from 1 to 5 and in the evening
from 7 to 9.

The park board has not yet finalized
the cost of pool passes, which are to go
on sale June 1.

A nominal fee will be chargéd to be-
long to the Wheeling Park District swim
team. Several age groups will compete in
the Northern Illinois Conference against
other park district temms.  Prg~lice at
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has something for all

Neptune®s Pool is set to begin in June,

SWIMMING LESSONS for pre.
schoolers through aduils and senior life-
saving will be offered at Neptune's Pool
beginning June 18. Classes are scheduled
for 9 am., 10 am., 11 a.m. and noon
Monday through Friday. Four two-week
sessions are planned.

Registration for high school girls' soft-
ball will be June 1 for girls 14 through 18,
Groups may register as teams or in-
dividually. The fee is $2 per person.

A wrestling workshop from June 25 to
July 13 is scheduled for boys age 12 and
older at the Wheeling High School wres-
tling room. One college coach and two
high school coaches will help supervise
the workshop.
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on identical model for winning this year in the Seventh
Olympiad held ot Forest View. Those h ‘ppy kids, of

course, are from Palatine. 1 )

PROUD WINNERS. Elk Grove's Ron Lansdown, in the
white T-shirt, shows Palatine's John Doherty the plaque
Eik Grove réceived for winning the 1972 Paddock Olym-
plé Doherly and the Palatine Park District will receive

7-27-13 Seat on Wheeliqg )

Park Board open

A scat on the Wt eling park board is
available, followiny the resignation of
Gus Nizzi. president  the hoard.

Nizzi is leaving t1.. illage to assume a
position in the Neenau, Wis. school sys-
tem this fall.

Residents interested in serving as a
park commissioner may apply by con-
tacting Park Supt. Dave Phillips at the
park district office, 222 §. Wolf Rd.

The park board will interview all appli-
cants and vole  appoint the new com-
missioner.

The board ;;, -'ill decide whether to
name the con ;0 sicner to serve until the
next park toard election in 1975 or to
complefe N:zzi's term that expires in
1977



Scuba-diving students learn about the underwater world
| from a modern-day Neptune

by JEANNETTE DE WYZE

One night every week, at Neptune's
Pool in Wheeling, a group of shadowy
figures move about beneath the water,

The underwater beings aren’t Neptune
and his mermaids, come to haunt the
high school pool, but scuba diving stu-
dents, participants in a summer park
district course,

Nine students are taking the seven-
week course, which meets every Tuesday
evening. In order to qualify for the
course a student must be over 14 vears
old and must be able to pass rigid swim-
ming requirements.

THE PREREQUISITES include swim-
ming 10 lengths of the pool using any
stroke, two lengths wearing a 10 pound
weight, and approximately 45 yards un-
der water. Students must be able to
tread water for five minutes, 30 seconds
of which must be without hands. They
must also be able to recover a 10-pound
weight from the bottom of the pool.

Mike Donovan, the course instructor,
outlined the course objectives.

“The object of the course is to give
students good working knowledge of wa-
ter skills. To get them to where they’re
able to relax in the water and also teach
them the technical aspects of scuba div-
ing,’" he said.

IN ORDER TO achieve this, students
attend a weekly lecture and a pool work
sessten. They also study a variety of
reading assignmets.

Jecture subjects cover a range of ma-
terial from the physics and math of
scuba diving to marine life the students

are likely to encounter in their diving ca- |
reers. It looks at the mechanical and
medical aspects of diving as well.

In the pool, students begin by working
with mask, fins, and snorkel and learn
such skills as surface dives and entries.
They then begin to work with the scuba
gear. They are taught how to handle the
gear, how to “buddy-breathe,” (one air
hose passed between two divers), how to
ditch their gear if necessary, and a vari-
ety of other underwater skills.

Donovan also has added one innovation
to the course this summer. Formerly it
was taught in ten weekly sessions, with a
final check-out dive at the end. This sum-
mer, however, the class will have only
seven sessions in the pool.

They will then combine learning the
rest of the material with their checkout
dive during a scuba diving weekend
which Donovan has scheduled for the
first week in August.

THE CLASS WILL probably spend the
weekend at Green Lake and Devil's Lake
up in Wisconsin.

He said this format has been used in
other scuba courses, and it has been
found to be a more effective way of
teaching and checking students because
of the extra time it allows.

Another advantage of the weekend is it
should allow for a much more pleas-
urable intreduction to outdoor diving
than just going to a murky nearby quar-
ry, Donovan said.

“I'm trying to get them into an area
where il's really nice and clear, If they
go into water where all they see are old

TVs and other junk, then they'll think,
‘What have all of these 10 weeks been
for?* ** They also won't last long in the
sport. We're trying to get them into an
area where they'll really be able to ap-
preciate the diving.”

THE COST FOR THE course is $§530 and
it includes use of the tanks and air. two
textbooks, a variety of handouts and the
course instruction.

Students must buy their own fins,
mask and snorkel andnmust rent a wet
suit for the checkout dive, making the
total cost to the student almost 8§75,
Donovan said.

Daonovan learned to scuba dive in 1966
and was certified as an instructor in
1969. He will work as a physical educa-
tion instructor at Adlai Stevenson High
School beginning this fall, although he
will offer the scuba diving course
through the Wheeling park district agan
in the fall.

He has taught the scuba diving course
for the park district four times in the
past three years. With his experience as
a scuba diving teacher, Donovan has de-
veloped certain distinclive approaches to
the class.

ONE OF THESE is his attitude to-
wards the girls” in his class. He said rhat
one of his ““gripes” is that in some sports
girls are pampered when it comes lo
handling certain tasks.

“It's one of my standing rules that the
guys do not help the girls in my class

with their equipment. Otherwise, if the
girls get used to that you can have a bad
situation later on out in the open water,
because the girls aren't used to lugging
that heavy stuff around when they may
have to.”

Under the buddy system, the two girls
in Denovan's class now help each other,
but at least they get used to handling the
equipment, he said.

0 a strict taskmas-

tudents in his class whep it
tc‘:yl;nteosa:clyttl;uzsarea of developing ph,vsac;al
fitness in the water. Every week, the ;m
dents must do rigorous water lrca‘heig:‘
and kicking exercises to build up thewr
leg muscles and kicks. Beyond ]u; Do
veloping their strength, the studen

DONOVAN IS ALS

become more relaxed in the water.

“If they don't learn to be relaxed in
the water then they'll have a bad time of
it later on. T've had former students
come !¢ me and say, ‘We really hated
you when you made us tread water ail
those times, but it really paid off even-
tually,” ** he said.

STUDENT'S REASONS for taking the
course range from those who just like
water sports and wished to learn another
one, to one gir! who is a free-lance writer
and wants to have another area to write
about.

Several students have dived before but
decided to take the course in order to be
certified.

Certification is necessary in order to
rent scuba gear almost everywhere in
the country. As a member of the Nation-
al Association of Underwater Instructors,
Donovan can certify students who pass
his course.

At the end of the course, Donovan will
recommend that all his students join a
scuba diving club, so they will be able to
keep up their interest in diving. He also
recommends looking into other areas of
diving, such as underwater photography
and spear fishing,

However, even if the students never go
beyond the basic instruction, Donovan
said by the end of his course, “they'll all
know how to scuba dive not jusf fa cly
well, but well.”



LOIS WHITMAN helps classmato Susan Brown into hor dents in a scube diving class being offered by the Wheel.
diving gear in preparation for a diving exerciso at Nep- ing Park District.
tune’s Pool in Wheeling High School. The girls are styu-




Children ready ‘fore’ play »_,,_ >

New golf classes a swinging scene

by JEANNETE DE WYZE

Twice a week a group of Wheeling chil-
dren have been gathering next to the
park district building to play — not base-
bail or tag — but golf.

The children are participants in a new
summer park district program designed
to teach children the fundamertals and
itechniques of golf. Fourteen students are
‘now &rolled in the class and according
“'they're.doipg great,”

Symonds said the course is designed to
stress the fundamentals of the golf
swing, concentrating on the proper
stance and method of bringing the club
back.

HE SAID the children arc probably
better learners than adults because the
children usually haven’t been exposed to

the game before, and haven't picked up
any bad habits. “If you can ju-t get their

attention they're really good students,'
he said.

To get that attention “yoi just have to
keep on thermn and keep axking them to
do things.”” The format of the course is
thus designed to provide a varied pace
for the children.

Two days a week the class meets on
the lawn next to the park building and on
Fridays they practice at a nearby driv-
ing range. Mondays and Wednesdays

Symonds intersperses some lecturing
with practice, focusing upon various
components of the golf swing.



L S

HAIR FLYING, Carol Criitendon takes a swing at She is one of 14 children taking a new course of- The course is designed to teach youngsters th
one of the practice golf balls during her golf class. fered by the Wheeling Park Disirict this summer. fundamentals of the golf swing and stance.



HOLDING HIS TONGUE just right, this little boy is beautiful weather, these kids nced only a ball and a fow

roised and ready for summertime action. With the pals for an afternoon of happy fun.




The Wheeling Park District is planning
to add several new activities to ils list of
fall re~reation and instructional pro-
grams. '

Registration for ali fall programs will

be conducted in September at the park
district office, 222 §. Wolf Rd.

Flag football for high school boys is
one of the activities that will be offered
for the first time this year. Games will
be played locally on Sundays.

Girls will be able to sign up for baton
classes designed for twirlers in the first
grade through junior high school.

A gymnastics class that will include in-
struction in the use of the trampoline is
also planned, The class, which will be
open to boys and girls age six and older
will be conducted on Sundays at Wheel-
ing High School.

Also open to both boys and girls will be
an archery class to be taught at Heritage
Park.

ANOTHER CLASS that will be offered
for the first time this year is chess, A
local chess master will be the instructor.

For those interested in the martial
arts, karate will be available this year in
addition te judo. Children age eight and
up are eligible to participate in the in-
troductory class.

Volleyball competition for men, women
and junior high school students will be
offered, with particlpants playing in-
traleague games and teams from other
surreunding park districts,

A variety of arts and crafts programs
will again be avallable including stained
glass arlistry and a special class for
those interested in creating holiday gifts
and decorations.

Included among the exercise activities
to be offered is the women’s Swim and
Trim class that was popular this year.
Participants will exercise and have the
opportunity o swim and use the sauna at
Neptune’s Pool at Wheeling High School.

Dance classes including ballet and
modern dance will again be offered.
Courses are planned for beginning, inter-
mediate and advanced students.

Three boys’ instructional basketball
leagues are planned. Classes will be of-
fered to acquaint young players with the
skills of the game.

Floor hockey leagues are to be avail-
able for junior, intermediate and senior
players. Participants in the program wiil
compete against others in their own
league,

FOR YOUNG football enthusiasts in
the third to fifth grades, there will be
flag football. Older boys, ages 11 through
14 will be eligible to compete in junior
tackle football leagues.

Registration for the junior tackle foot-
ball program will be conducted Sat.,
Aug. 11 at Heritage Park and London Ju-
nior High School.

The fee is $15 and boys must supply



Palatine captures 3rd Paddock
Olympics championship

It's down the home stretch in gigantic strides Wednesday at Forest View during Paddock Olympics VII. (Photo by DomNaijolia)
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by MIKE KLEIN

The Paddeck Olympics traveling team
trophy, nearly the size of some eight-
year-olds, has journeyed “home."

For the third time in seven years, Pal-
atine Park District won team honors
2W§dnesday by outpointing Wheeling, 303

49,

No other park district has won even
two Paddock Olympics. Palatine won in
the Games' inaugural year, 1967, and fol-
lowed with a successful title defense.

Then a dry spell hit. River Trails,
Roselle, Arlington Heights and Elk
Grove won titles but none could repeat.
Now, Palatine has become a three-time
winner.

The winners were never seriously
threatened after leading Wheeling, 167
130, following the opening round on Tues-
day at Forest View High School in Ar-
lington Heights.

In fact, standings did not change
through the top four teams after Tues-
day. Schaumburg placed third with 190
poinls and defending champion Elk
Grove had 176.

The only park district to greatly im-
prove ils position after Tuesday was
Mount Prespect, going from seventh to
fifth. It switched places with Arlington
Heignts, official host district.

Mount Prospect’s second-day surge
came aboul iargely by winning three of

four softball game categories and plac-
ing second in the other. That gave Mount
Prospect 38 of a possible 40 first place
points. They totalled 172,

Remaining team standings, which also
didn't fluctuate after Tuesday, were
Hoflman Estates sixth, Sall Creek eighth
and Buffale Grove ninth. Complete team
totals accompany this article.

Palatine won 12 jndividual plus two
team titles on Tuesday and didn't let up
after that. Ten more individual titles
were won. Palatine also picked up points
by placing fourth in tug-of-war, third in
softball for girls 10 or 11 and second in
softball for boys 10 and 11,

Under the supervision of park director

Steve Whitlier, Palatine virtually domi-
nated the softball throw, winning six first
place blue ribbons. '

The three winning girls with their ages
listed in parentheses were Sue Ralf (8),
Laura Lowecki (11) and Mary Smith
(12}, Winning boys were Mark Pape (8),
Tom Spoo (11) and John Slywka (6).

Palatine won two first place awards
each in boys kickball and tennis singles.
Kickball winners were brothers Mark (9)
and Mike Benz (13). Alice Hodge (il)
and Phil Roberts (11) scored blue ribbon
points for Palatine in tennis.

Other girls softhall throw winners were
Donna Weber (9) of Arlington and Sandy
Rainey €(10) of Wheeling. Boys who also
won blue ribbons were Mike Lindholm
t9) of Buffalo Grove, Schaumburgs’ Doug
Allen (10) and Elk Grove's John Nelson

Boys® kickball winners included Mount
Prospect’s Jim Oswaski (8), Hoffman
Estates’ Frank Canmstia (10), Schaum-
burg's Kurt Rouhselarg (11) and Elk
Grove's Steve Thon (12).

Winners in the girls' division were
Wheeling's Martina Nizza (8). Hoffman
Estates’ Amy Thompson (9), Elk Grove's
Tina Desantis (10), Wheeling’s Cherl
Wood (11), Hoffman Estates’ Sue Burton
(12) and Elk Grove's Darlene Briscoe
(13).

Girls who won in the baskethall free
throw were Holfman Estates' Karrie
Klimkoski (8), Mount Prospect's Valerie
Plucinski (9), Arlington’s Lynn Kash-
mere {(10), Salt Creek’'s Nancy Kelly
(11), Slat Creek's Shelly Andre (12) and
Arlington's Debbie Dahm (13).

First placers in the boys’ calegory
were Glenn Sikarcis (8), Mount Pros-

pect’s Wally Szymanowski (9}, Schaum-
burg's Doug Allen (10), Mount Pros-
pect’s Craig Perriva (11}, Elk Grove's
Don Swight {12) and Elk Grove's Scolt
Parker (13).

Other tennis winness in girls' play
were Salt Creek's Laurie Rossilies (10).
Mount Prospect’s Cindy Alberti (12) and
Mount Prospect’s Mary Dickey (13).

Boys who won included Salt Creek’'s
John Kotsakais (10), Hoffman Estates’
Scott Culliton (12) and Hoffman Estates’
Orson Faynor (13).

Complete tug-of-war standings, a team
event, were Elk Grove, Hoffman Estates,
Schaumburg and Palatine.

1n softball for girls 10 and 11, placers
were Schaumburg and Palatine behind
winning Mount Prospect, It was Palatine
and Wheeling behind Mount Prospect in
play among boys the same age.

Schaumburg, Mount Prospect an‘gi, :
Wheeling led the field in softball for girls
12 or 13. Mount Prospect won in the boys
category, followed by Wheeling and Holl-’
man Estates. C

In Friday's edition, the Herald will
publish names of all individuals who,
placed first through fifth in any event,

PADBOCK OLYMPICS Vil
FINAL TEAM TOTALS

Palatine 303
Wheeling 249°
Schaumburg 190"
Elk Grove 176
Mount Prospect 172
Hoffman Estates 158
Arlington 124
Salt Creek ks
Buffalo Grove .
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Parks’ ‘new look’
I—Heritage remodeling awaits funds

EDITOR’S NOTE:The Wheeling Park
District has several plans to expand its
programs and facilities to meet the
growing needs of the community. In the
stories on this page Herald staff writer
Lynn Asinofl describes several of the
plans and also the district's hopes for
more funding to complete the projects.

The number of new facilities being
added onto the Wheeling Park District's
building at Heritage Park will depend on
the actual cost of construction.

The park board approved plans to re-
mode] the building Thursday, and is now
awaiting cost estimates for the project to
determine how much of the proposed

work can be done.

The remodeling is one of the three
projects promised in last year’s $700,000
park improvements referendum that the
park district has been able to begin be-
cause of the current freeze on federal
funds.

MONEY FOR THE other projects is
being held until it can be used to apply
for matching funds from the federal gov-
ernment. If the money is spent, the park
district is no longer eligible for matching
funds.

In the plans approved last Thursday
night, the park district has allowed for
four alternative plans. The basic design
calls for new showers and locker rooms
next to the gym and converting the pre-
sent garage into a board meeting room.

Depending on how much the project
will cost, the park district will then add
on to the basic design. The first addition

to the plans will be a vestibule built at
the building's front ent.ance and a new
storage room attached to the gym.

Two indoor handball courts are also
proposed and will be built if construction
costs can be covered with referendum
funds.

THE PARK DISTRICT'S consuiting
firm, McFadzean and Everly, Ltd., is
preparing detailed plans for the remodel-
ing and drawing up a list of bid specifi-
cations, This information is expected to
be complete by September, at which
point the park board will seek bids on the
project.

A second referendurn project, a new
maintenance garage, is in final prepara-
tion stages. The park board has only to
survey the proposed site in the far north-
west corner of Heritage Park before it
can seek bidders for the project.

The board cleared a major obstacle to

F -3

construction of the garage when it re-
ceived permission from the Metropolitan
Sanitary District (MSD) to build on an
easement held by that agency.

The garage will be 40 by 100 feet, con-
structed of a prefabricated structure
with masonry walls. It will include an
office for maintenance personnel and will
house all park machinery, a machine
shop and storage area. It is estimated to
cost $40,000.

“We hope to be in it before winter)”
said Park Supt. Dave Phillips. “We're
planning on it.” He said he hoped the
building would be completed by Novem-
ber.

A third referendum project, the in-
stallation of ceramic tile at Neptune's
Pool, will hegin shortly. A contractor has
already been hired for the job, and cost
of the project will be shared with School
Dist. 214.



2 Revenue-sharing fund fight rages

Members of the Wheeling Park Board
are continuing their battle to become eli-
gible to receive a portion of the Wheeling
Township revenue-sharing funds,

The park commissioners have written
to the attorney for the Illinois Associ-
ation of Park Districts seeking a legal
opinion on how revenue sharing funds
can be used. They are hoping that the
attorney will report that park dis-
tricts are eligible to receive revenue
sharing funds from other governmental
agencies.

EARLIER THiS YEAR. the Wheeling
Township Beard turned down a joint
request by six park distriets for a portion
of their $96,000 in revenue sharing funds.
The decision was based on a legal opin-
ion that park districts are not eligible for

township revenue sharing because they
are special taxing bodies.

Park Supt. Dave Phillips said the park
districts requested 50 per cent of the
township’s revenue sharing funds for
land acquisition. He said the park dis-
tricts would have divided the money ac-
cording to their assessed valuations,

Roger Bjorvik, park board attorney,
said the matter was handed over to him
when the request was refused by the
township board. He said he is now seek-
ing a legal opinion that would support
the park districts’ eligibility to recelve
such f{unds from other governmental
agencies.

Bjorvik explained that federal revenue
sharing funds are only being appro-
priated te general purpose government

rather than special taxing bodies such as
the park districts.

HE NOTED, HOWEVER. that Illinois
is one of the few states that has a sepa-
rate taxing body fo govern parks and
recreation, He said in most states the
municipal government can use the funds
to support park programs because there
are no park districts, “Illinois is rather
unique,” he said,

Moreover, Bjorvik said that recreation
is included in the broad guideline of
arcas where revenue sharing funds can
be used. “One of the purposes is for rec-
reation,” he said.

The attorney said he could understand
that the township would not want to fi-
nance park district activities. “They're
saying that the township can’t engage in
park district activities,” he said. *But

we have many other programs that they
could finance.”

BJORVIK SAID such programs could
be designed for local senjor cilizens, area
youth or just general recreation for the
community.

The attorney said he is most concerned
that a precedent might be set so the park
districts would never be able to receive
such federal revenue sharing funds, “I'm
against this thought that we can't do it,
period,” he said.

Phillips sald that a favorable legal
opinion from the state park association
might help the park district. “Their legal
opinion would carry some weight in this
area,” he said.

He noled. however, that In law it is
possible to find legal arguments to sup-
port whatever position you want to take,

3—New master plan granted final OK

The Wheeling Park District has grant-
ed final approval of its new master plan,
thus meeting the final requirement for
its application for funds from the INinois
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation,

The district is seeking $157,250 from
BOR to help finance the purchase of two
park sites in the village. The park dis-
triet would pay for approximately half
the land acquisition with $175,000 allo-
cated from referendum funds approved
last December.

Park Supt. Dave Phillips said copies of
the master plan are being sent to the
Northeastern Illinois Planning Commis-
sion for its approval. He said the master
plan then will be sent to BOR as part of
the park district’s application for funds.

Fh.Y¥ps 3aid he is hoping to receive
Soma nse from BOR within a

month. “Within the next 30 days we
should have some word,” he said.

PHILLIPS SAID that although the
park district has $175,000 for land acqui-
sition from the referendum, the money
cannot be spent until matching federal or
state funds are approved. If the money is
spent before the government aid is ap-
proved, the referendum funds will not be
considered for matching grants.

The park district bas already com-
pleted negotiations for a new 2.4-acre
park site in northwest Wheeling on Val-
ley Stream Drive. The site will cost
$53,500 and will be used as a neighbor-
hood play area.

Phillips said, however, that the park
district cannot make any commitment
for a larger park site in the central west-

erit part of the village until it knows how
much money is available from BOR.

PARK BOARD members zre anxious
to obtain land for this second park be-
cause the western part of the village is
now served mainly by school-park sites.
Property costs in the village are rapidiy
rising, and recent estimates showed
prices starting at $20,000 an acre for Jand
in the flood plain.

The new park is axpected to be about
15 acres. Use of the new site will be de-
termined by the character of the land
and the needs of the community, Phillips
said.

The park distriet has already sold
$600,000 of the bonds approved by voters
in December. The remaining $100,000 in

ds has not been issued becauss of a

change in the interest rate at which the
bonds can be sold.

THE ILLINOIS General Assembly has
passed a bill that would raise the interest
paid by the parks from 5 to 7 per cent.
The park district is waiting for the gov-
ernor to sign the bill before issuing the
bonds.

Roger Bjorvik, park district attorney,
said there would be little market for the
bonds if the park tried to sell them at the
five per cent rate.

All of the referendum funds have been
invested until the park district cap use
them for the proposed park improve
ments. The district is curreptly waiting
for a freeze on federal funds to be lifted
so they cam apply for mat:hing ts
for their other referendum pra



‘Neptune’s Den’
plans proceed

The Wheeling Park District is proceed-

g with plans to develop ‘Neptune's

en,”" a family recreation center in sev-
eral converted classrooms above Nep-
lune's Pool at Wheeling High School.

The, genter, designed for use by per-
sons of all ages, will include a lounge
arca furnished with a sofa, chairs and
lables and several games.

The park distriet plans to install a pool
table, bumper pool table, air hockey
game, table tennis plus and stereo sys-
tem.

Neptune’s Den will also include an of-
fice and concession area.

The park board last week approved tho
purchases, estimated at $2,84¢.32.

Park Supt. Dave Phillips said depend-
ing on the park district activitics sched-
uled at the high school, differer L groups
will use the center at different times.
For example, a men’s exercise and
sauna program is set for Monday nights.
This means the center will be open for

the men to use that evening.
T en o tse 1ha cvening.

The Wheeling Park District Board of
Commissioners so far has received only
one application for the board's vacant
seat created by the recent resignation of
Board Pres. Gus Nizzi.

Nizzi has left the village to assume a
position in the Neenah, Wis., school sys-
tem.

Frank Schnaitmann, 51 George Rd., is
the first person to express an interest in
filing the park commissioner seat,
Schnaitmann  submitted his  written
request for the appointment about iwo
weeks ago.

THE BOARD HAS not yel set a dead-
line for accepting applications, but Com-
missioner Lorraine Lark yesterday said
she hopes the seat will be filled by the
middle of September.

“A lot of decisions will have to be
made about that time,” Mrs. Lark com-
mented, "*We could find ourselves with a
2-2 jmpasse if we don't have our f{ifth
member. It could be a real predicament
for us where we'd really be stymied.”

Some of the decisions Mrs. Lark re-
ferred to include pending land purchases,
finalizing plans for scheduled remodeling
at Heritage Park and taking bids on a
proposed maintenance garage at Heri-
tage Park,

“We have a lot of hig things that we’ll
be starting soon that will begin with a
big expenditure of money. We should
have a full hoard,” she said.

.
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MRS, LARK SAID the main thing the
board will look for in prospective com-
missioners is a desire to serve the com-
munity.

“We want someone wiw has commu-
nity interest at heart, a general [eeling
for the recreation needs of the commu-
nity and a genuine willingness to contrib-
ute the time and effort it takes, she
said.

Wheeling Park Supt. Dave Phillips
agreed, saying flexibility is another de-
sirable trait in park board commission-
ers.

“A good feature of the present board is
that while they don't atways agree with
me and I don’t always agree with them,
nobody holds anything against anyone
else,” he said. )

“A park commissiongr needs the abili-
ty. I think, to be able to express his_ idea,

Park district will receive
Nike Base land finallyﬁ,%

The Wheeling park board is proceeding
with plans to build a new maintenance
garage, approved by volers in Decem-
ber’s park district referendum.

The board is to discuss hiring a firm fo
do a topographical survey of the pro-
posed garage site al Heritage Park
tonight at its regular meeting. The public
session will begin at 8 at the Heritage
Park building, 222 §. Wolf Rd.

THE TOPOGRAPHICAL survey is the
last step before construction can begin
on the new facility. Wheeling Park Supt.
Dave Phillips said the survey will prob-
ably take about a week to complete and
cost in the neighboerhood of $400.

As soon as the survey is finished, Phil-
lips said the park district will start con-
struction of the garage that will take
about eight weeks.

A mader stumblieg block in the project
was ovircome recently when the park
district received permission from the

Metropolitan Sanitary District (MSD) to
build on an easement held by the agency.

The $40,000 garage, a steel pre-fabric-
ated structure, will be 40 by 100 feet in
size. It will include an office for mainte-
nanc¢e personne! and will house the park
districts five vehic!  a machine shop
and storage area.

CURRENTLY, THE only vehicle stor-
age facility is a two-car garage atlached
to the Herilage Park building.

Because most of the park district
equipment is stored outside, maintenance
and vandalism have been problems,
Phillips said.

‘““The biggest advantages to having the
neyw garage will be that we can kecp our

equipment inside,” he said. “We're
bound to save in maintenance costs espe-
cially.”

IN OTHER BUSINESS on the agenda
for tomorrow night’s meeting, the com-
missioners will consider establishing a

pest control program to rid park district
buildings of insects and rodents.

Phillips said the board is thinking of
exterminating Netpune's Pool, the Cham-
her of Commerce community center and
Heritage Park on a monthly basis.

Bids will be sought on the pest control
program that Phillips said will cost sev-
eral hundred dollars.

PRIOR TO THE regular meeting,
there will be a meeting of the recreation
committee at 7 p.m. to discuss fall, win-
ter and spring recreation programs.

Ther will alse be a meeting of the
building and grounds commitiee to dis-
cuss proposed development of a 46 by 38-
foot area above Neptune’s Pool for recre-
ation or park office use.

Several ideas for using the space have
been suggested, including turning the
area into a games room for use during
the hours school is not in session, a tele-
vision lounge, concession area or offices.




Parks planning

regulations AIPI3

for donations

by LYNN ASINOF

The Wheeling Park District is trying to
set up a system that will govern dona.
tions from local developers and make
sure they are collected.

The park board recently began active-
ly seeking donations from developers.
This effort has resulted in two preblems
for the district. According to Supt. Dave
Phiilips, the first is getting the devel-
opers to make substantial contributions
to the parks and the other is in actually
collecting the promised money.

“I don't think it's as much a problem
of colleciing the donations as making the
people realize that the park district is
more or less on an even keel with the
school district,” Phillips said. “The de-
velopers are more willing to be aware of
those needs.™

PHILLIPS SAID most developers think
that donations to the park districts are
not important because they provide rec-
reational facilities in their own projects.

“They think that since they provide a
small pool and a game room they are
providing for the total needs of their pop-
ulation,” he said. “Even il they have a
tennis court, they're not meeting the
needs for open space.”

When the developers of Harmony Vil
lage on Woll Road offered the park dis-
trict a $20-per-living-unit donation, the
board members said they hoped this fig-
ure would set a precedent for future do-
nations.

The donations 1o the park district, how-
ever, are not required by law in Wheel-
ing. It is therefore up to the park district
to seek out developers and ask for dona-
tions. Phillips said the village cooperates
in this effort by notifying him of up-
coming projecls.

Members of the zoning and planning
boards alse aid the park district by ask-
ing developers to conlact park officials.

They do not ask the developers to make
donations, but merely ask whether the
park district has approved a proposed
project.

PARK BOARD members said that
since donations are not required by law,
they have no legal grounds to demand
larger donations.

Park Atty. Roger Bjorvik said once the
developers agree to make a donation
which is accepted by the park board, the
developers are legally bound to pay the
promised money. He said, however, that
if developers refuse to pay, the park dis-
trict would have to take the matter Lo
court, resulting in substantial legal fees.

Three Wheeling developers have not
vet paid the park district donations pre-
viously promised. Developers of Foxbore
Apartments on Wolf Road promised the
park distciet $1.000 when plans for that
project were approved, and an additional
$1,000 when the last occupaney permil is
issued.

The Foxboro plans were approved ear-
lier this year, and the park disirict has
not vet received its $1.000.

Likewise, George Manda, developer of
the VIP Condominiums on McHenry
Road. promised $2.000 to be paid when
plans for the project werc approved.
These plans were accepled lhis spring,
but the monev has not vet heen paid.
Phillips said he has been unable to con-
tact Manda to discuss the matter.

THE PARK district also was promised
$1.000 when plans were approved for
Shadow Bend on Milwaukee Avenue.
Once again, plans have been accepted by
the village, but developers from North-
ern Illinois Builders have not yet made
_their donation.

While the park board plans to contact
the developers about the promised mon-
ey. they are also looking for a way to
prevent such problems in the future. The
matter came up while the board was dis-
cussing a donation offered by U.S. Home
Corp. for a proposed development on
McHenry Road.

‘Bjorvik suggested that the park dis-
trict accept the donation with the provi.
sion that building and occupancy permits
will not be granted by the village until
donations are made. He said the devel.
opers can ask the village to hold permits
un’il the park district notifies the village
of payment.

The park hoard voled to accept the do-
nation and have Bjorvik draft a letter
that would outline the park district’s con-
ditions. If U.S. Home accepts these con-
ditions, the park district will get $9.000 in
exchange for relinquishing a park site
designated on the property.

“We're not doing this because of one
development,” said park hoard member
Lorraine, Lark. ,“We're \doing this be.

.cause of past ¢ :perience and to sel a

f)rocedure for 2% park district to fol-
ow."”

——




Neptune’s Den rec center

scheduled to open Nov. 5

The Wheeling Park District’s new recreation center, Nep-
tune's Den, is nearly compleled and is scheduled to open on
Nov. 5.

The center, located on the second floor of the indoer swim-
ming pool at 900 S. Elmhurst Road, is being designed for
leisure recreation. A pool table, ping-pong table, air hockey
game, television, slereo and lounge furniture have been pur-
chased and will be available to all park district residents.

The second floor area was previously used by Wheeling
High School. The park district took over the area when it was
no longer needed by the school because of the opening of the
new Buffalo Grove High School.

PARK BOARD MEMBERS have decided to open Neplune's
Den on a limited basis for the first month of operation. A
tentative schedule would have the center open from 10:30
am, to 1 p.m. on weekdays for high school students. The

center also would be open from 7-10 p.m. on Tuesday
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday for family use,

Recreation director Rich Haddock has suggested that Nep-
tune’s Den charge 2 membership fee for the teenagers using
the center. He said a club set-up would allow the teens to feel
a greater responsibility for maintaining Neptune's Den.

Park board members, however, said they preferred to see
public reaction to the center before imposing any kind of fee
schedule. They therefore said Neptune's Den will te open
without cost during the firsl month of operation. After that
the board will evaluate response to the center. and make any
changes they fee! necessary in either fees or scheduling.

In order to make the public aware of the new [acility, the
park district is planning an open house at Negfune’s Den on
Nov. 11. The open house will include free swimming in the
indoor pool.

fe=14-73

WHEELING RESIDENTS uso park district's new pool
cquipment in Neptune's Den, located above the indoor
pool in Wheeling High School, 900 S. Elmhurst Rd. The

second floor area has been remodeled and furnished

with lounge chairs, television, stereo, pool tables and a

ping pong table. It will be used as a [eisure recreation

cenfor.




Neptune’s Den popularity amazing

The popularity of Neplune's Den, the
Wheeling Park District's new recreation
center, has surprised even park district
officials.

Reereation Director Rich Haddeck re-
ports that about 400 students use the cen-
ter during school days, with an addilion-
al 30 persons using it during the eve-
nings. He said because Neptune's Den is
so pepular, the park district can soon ex-
pect to need new game equipment,

“It's going to wear out fast, and we're
going to have to repair it,” Haddock
said. He also said the district should also
consider buyving more equipment so
people using the center don’t have lo
wail in line to use it.

Because of the popularity of the center,
Haddock has recommended that Nep-
tune’s Den be open from 3:45 to 5 p.m.
weekdays to handle students during the
Wheeling High School activity period.
The center.is located in the high school
complex.

THE DEN ALSO will be closed on
Wednesday nights and opened on Friday
nights to attract more people. One spe-
cial day per weck will be set aside for
girls, so they don’t have to compele with
the boys to use the equipment,

Although Haddock suggested charging
some iype of admission fee to help fi-
nance the center, park board members
want to keep it open to the public free of
charge. The park board said the center
may he expensive to operate, butl added
the distriet would hav~ to work the exira
cost into its budget.

A survey of 91 high school students us-
ing Neptune’s Den showed most were in
favor of the recreation center. Many
said, however, they would like to seec
the Den open throughout the school day
and have more game equipment avail-
able for use.

Haddock said the only major failing of
the recreation center is that few adnlts
have been using the facility, As such,
Neplune's Den is not yet operating as a
family recreation facility. Park board
members said they hoped more adults
would take advantage of the center.

Neptune’s Den
proves a hit
with teens

Neptune's Den, the Wheeling Park Dis-
trict’s new recrealion center, is receiving
an enthusiastic response from the com-
munity.

Rich Haddock. recreation director, es-
limates that between 300 and 400 slu-
dents at Wheeling High Schoo! use the
center during lunch pertods. Because of
the large turnout, Haddock said the park
distriet no longer is requiring student 1D
cards for admission.

In the evenings, Haddock said the
number of people using the cenler drops
te about 30. Neptune's Den, located
above Lhe indoor pool at Wheeling High
School at 900 S. Elmhurst Rd., is open
from 7 to 10 p.m. on Tuesday. Wednes-
day, Thursday and Saturday for family
use.

ORIGINALLY, Haddock was con-

cerned thal leenagers using the center

would abuse the new pool and ping pong
tables. air hockey, television, stereo and
lounge furniture purchased by the park
district. He said, however, “the kids are
taking good care of the equipment.”

In order Lo keep the center operating,
Haddock said he is planning to call on
the most frequent users to help him draw
up a set of rules and regulations. By us-
ing the approach which he calls “kid
structure,” Haddock said he wili invelve
the teenagers and adults in setting oper-
ating policy for Neptune's Den.

The success of the recreation center
has brought about an unexpected prob-
lem, according to Haddock. He said so
many students are using the center dur-
ing lunch hours that ‘“we dont have
enough games and eguipment for the
number of people who come up here.”

_ The recreation director said he is look-
ing into ways of making sure everyone
geis a chance to use the game tables.

NEPTUNE'S DEN formerly was used
by Wheeling High Schoeol for extra class-
room space. When the new Buffalo Grove
High School opened this fall. the space
hecame available for park districl use.
The park district spent $3.000 in redeco-
rating and equipping the center.

Haddock also has moved his office into
Neptune’s Den, which will become a sat-
ellite operation of the park district.
activilies at the center are under
supervision,
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A NIMBLE SCISSORS in the hands of Joan Ruley leads and will be abls to use the projects from the class to
to the creation of holiday decorations and gifts. Mem- bring added festive spirit 1o their homes. In addition,
bers of the Wheeling Park District's holiday crafts class the park district is offering a special stained glass ari-
are working hard to prepare for the Christmas season, isiry class for the holiday season.
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WHERE'S THE PUCK? Although at least five of three feet from the net and about to go in. Floor thing which will start when ponds, streets and park
the youths appear to be watching an area in the hockey such as this is good training for the real district rinks begin to ice over.
centor of this picture, the puck is actually about



Lawsuit pondered

to speed

action

on retention basin

153 ~11-73
by LYNN ASINOF

A “friendly legal suil” may develop
between the Wheeling Park District and
the village concerning delays in improv-
ing the Heritage Park West retention bha-
sin,

Park Comr. Lorraine Lark said the
district has been saddled with an eyesore
for three years becausc the Metropolitan
Sanitary District does not want to spend
money 1o improve the basin.

She has suggested that the district take
a strong position in fighting for improve-
ments to the basin. One such step might
be filing a law suit against the village to
get action, Mrs. Lark said.

PARK BOARD member Gene Sackett
said vesterday he also thinks the suit
might help the district as long as it is
done “on a friendly basis. Let’s not get
carried away, but if thal's the only way
we can get something done, why not?”

When plans for the reteniion basin
were first approved several years ago,
the park district promoted the project so
the basin could be used for recreation.
The 20-acre lake, however, has never
been suitable for recreation because of it
size and depth. In fact, it is often de-
scribed as a mudhole.

Park and village officials have been
discussing improvements to the basin for
about two years. No action, however, has
been taken because the village wants the
MSD to finauce part of the project.

VILLAGE MGR. George Passclt said
he has been meeting with the MSD to
discuss proposed improvements, but said
there are several questions that must be
answered before the MSD can take any
action, The manager said he is hopeful

that work will begin on the basin during
1974.

Mrs. Lark, however, said the MSD is
trving to stall the proposed improve-
ments. “'The sanitary district is trving to
‘snooker’ the Wheeling Park District and
the Village of Wheeling,” she said.

Mrs. Lark also contends that the MSD
does nol want to approve plans until af-
ter the first of the year so that the proj-
ect will oot be included in the 1974 budg-
et

Passelt, however, does not think there
is any need for a friendly lawsuit. "I
don't really think it's come to that stage
yet,” he said. He also rejected a park
district proposal to begin 2 letter writing
campaign to the MSD.

“1 SUPPOSE whal they are saying is,
we should needle a little more."” he said,
but added that the village and park dis-
trict must be patient if they want {funding
from the MSD. “I'm not too happy to
wait, but when you're standing there
with your hand out, you're going to
have to wait.”

According to Passoll, work on im-
provements to the basin will cost a min-
imum of $100,000. He said the village
could enly afford to bypass the MSD if
they could find someone to cover a sub-
stantial portion of the cost. "1 don't think
we're going to find anvone who is that
philanthropie,” he said.

Ars. Lark said there was a meéd T
better communications between the park
district and the village on the project.
She said that while the village is inter-
ested mainly in flood control, the park
district 15 interested in recreation.
“We’re at fault because we are not down
there with you seclling the recreation
viewpoint,” she told Passolt.

PASSOLT SATD the park district will
be involved in discussion of the project
“when they (MSD) arc ready to talk tur-
kev.” He said until that time there is
little reason for the district {o participate
in the meetings.

Plans for improving a second park
flood control program are progressing.
The village is planning to revamp the
retention basin in Husky Park so the bot-
tom of the basin will be dry and usable
for reereation. In addition, the village
plans 1o landscape the basin and make
it more attractive.

Specifications for this project are ex-
pected to be ready for bid by the first
of the year.



Parks, planners debate

The Wheeling Plan Commission’s re-
fusal to recommerd a park site designa-
tion on the Childerly Retreat House prop-
erty was again the subject of heated de-
hate among park beard and plan com-
mission members last week.

Park Comr. Lorraine Lark first took
exception to statements that the district
was asking for too much land when it
requested seven park designations on the
official village map.

The statement was made by planner
Ray Waymel, who voted against the des-
jignation. “*For that commissioner to say
we asked for tao much land is a fallacy,”
Mrs. Lark said. She said most of the re-
quesled park siles lie outside present vil-
lage boundaries. and thus the designa-
tions have no elfect until the land is an-
nexed. She also said thoese sites re-
quested within village boundaries total-
led only 10 acrec

“That's a to.. of 40 acres of land for a
community of 20,600 plus people. and 1
don't think that is too much land,” she
said.

TWO PLANNERS present al the park

#_'-—

board meeting said they voted against
the park site because the Childerly prop-
erty is being looked at for a proposed
hospital. Jack Metzger and Gil Monoson
said the park designation might be a
siwmbling block o the hospital, and the
park district could always resort to the
power of condemnation.

Mrs. Lark said a park designation
would only strengthen any ccademnation
proceedings. She said trat witnout the
designation, the property might be devel-
oped as apariments or condominiums.

According to Mrs. Lark, the park
board also heopes that a designation will
keep the price of the property within an
acceptable range. She said the park dis-
trict cannot afford to pay an exorbitant
amount for the property because the lax-
payers would not allow it.

THE DISTRICT, however. looks at the
Childerly site as a valuable piece of open
land. Park Supt. Dave Phillips said the
orchards, meadowland and old buildings
at the site give the property great poten-
{ial for a park.

Current plans call for using the site 2»
& nature and outdoor education area with
School Dist. 21, with some emphasis on
the historical value of the buildings.

Phillips said the park district has pur-
chased a 24.acre site adjacent to the
Childerly site, giving the district about a
13-acre park. “There is so much poten-
tial within that site.” he said.

Park board members also took ex-
ceplion to the fact that the plan commis-
ston did not consider an alternate site for
the hospital. Mrs. Lark noted {rafiic,
flooding and the size of the property as
drawbacks to the development of a hospi-
Lal at the Childerly site.

SAYING THAT a pr.vate corporation
is promoting the hespital, Mrs, Lark
questioned the vote of the plan commis-
sion members: Do your interests lie

with a private corporation or the interest
of the taxing bodies of the community?"

Mrs. Lark said that both Monoson and
Metzger are members of the Citizens Ac-
tion Program, which has pledged itself to
promoting the hospital. She asked if this
had any effect on their vote.

Both members of the plan commission
said they felt the hospital was greatly
over-all benefit of the community, and
said they felt the hospital wa greatly
needed.

!

Childerly .

/70

BOARD MEMBERS said they had
Leen negotiating for the Childerly prop-
erly long before thechospilal was pro-
posed. They said, however, most of the
information on the pregerty could not be
released because it we discussed in ex-
ecutive session.

In order to push for tac park site desig-
nation at Childerly, the park board plans
to appear before the plan commission
again on Jan. 17 when the official map
will he considered.




‘No problems’ so far

VA SV &

Park district conserves light, heat

Lighting and heat have been cut sub-
stantially in most Whecling Park District
buildings in an effort to conserve elee-
trical power durirg the current evergy
crisis.

Park Supt. Dave Phillips said the dis-
trict has not vet experienced any prob-
lems as a resull of the energy crisis this
winter. He added, however, during the
summer months the district did have

| trouble obtaining natural gas to heat the
outdoor pool,

Although the district has only two ve-
hicles and gets its gas from the village,
Phillips has restricted most driving. He
said fewer {rips are being made. and all
pick-ups and deliveries are beirg made
with full loads.

IN ADDITION, thermostats at Heri-
tage Park and Chamber of Commerce
Park buildings have been turned down to
G5 degrees, Temperatures have also been
reduced at the Neptune's Den recreation
center. The only park facility now oper-
ating with warm temperatures is the in-
door Neptune's Pool, since Phillips main-

tains any temperature cuts thcre could
cause health problems.

Likewise, lighting in all park buildings
has been cut. In the Neptune's Pool
Euilding and the Heritage Park recrea-
tion building. every other light has been
turned ouf. Hall ligh's at the peol have
been reduced to the night level, resulting
in a 75 per cent cut.

Park officials are planning to close the
indoor pool from 79 p.m. on Friday
nights to corserve the use of electricity.
Phillips szid this is generally a slow pe-
riod for public swim attendance,

PARK BOARD members also are con-

sidering building a makeshift wind block
at the entrance to the Herilage Park
building. For several years, the park dis-
trict has had problems with heating be-
cause of the wind blowing in the en-
trance. The district is planning to build a
vestibule at the entrance with referen-
dum funds, but the project is mnot ex-
pected to be underway for some time.

Phillips said he is keeping in touch
with Village Mgr. George Passolt be-
cause the park district gets its gas from
the village. So far, the viilage has not
had any problem in getting gasoline sup-
plies.




YCUT COMMISSION

‘Prasident Scanlon £ Board of Trustess

Villeee of wheelinz

265 Weagt Dundea Rond

Whaalinz, Illinols AMN30 December 12, 1973

Sentlement

CHILD:HLEY, in translation "children's meadow", Sy its
vagst conecern for and faturs potential to the welfars of
chlldiren, has placed itself within the purview of the Youth
Conmission andi stxnds squarely upon your sound jud.zement,

The early history of Childerley 1s almost entirely
concarnad with the welfare of disadvantazed children.
The fathers were casualties of early industriallza-
tion, who in death, left these children seml-orphans,
Mrs Francis Crane Lillie developed 2 small community
for the widows and their children, initially as a
rersonal respongibility which was later supvorted by
the Crane (Co,) Endowment Fund,

The 32 acre section{o® the 610 acre Crane Farm) which
wag orizinally designated to the orphan’s welfare, 1is

now knowm as Addolorata Villa, The name "Childerley"

wns later adopted for the 10 acre site, which itsgelf

had been donated to the rdlisious welfaré of the Lillie’s
fellow man., Cn this site stands #rs Lillie's own historle
preservation, a lom cablin., 3uilt ahout 1225, it was
movel, revalred and developed into a chavel of retreat,
Nearly 150 years old, it most certainly holds some of

the secrets of man's earliest triumphss His phyasteal
gstanina, his incenuity and his perserverance are all in
evidences in the cabin,fashioned as 1t was fron tress
which the early settiss cut qnd qhaped without benefit

of machanlized equipment,

Preserving the physical structwure, whilch contains the history
of thege early community settlers and of the woaan who pre-

gerved thelr wvork, usinz it as she 4id in founiation Tor har
cwn outgtandint contributions to the welfare of others, is a
priviledge faw communities “ave an opportunity to enjoy.



The Comnmission members feel the preservation must bhe a
priority and should be desiznated for future Park District
Aavalopmnent which stlvulates the future preservation of (at
least) the log cabin if not all the »Hulldinsgs on the property.

We racognize the 1mportanse of the hospltal tentatively pro-
vosed for this site as 1t relates to the physical well belnz
of tha ecoumunity and its youth. Howdver, we are convinced
that Childerley holds equ2l imnortance as a physical exa-=ple
o the raligious and humanitarian phllosoohy of ths earlier
era ant its pioneers,

e rosvactfully suxzest that a responsibhla decision oannot

be made without fTirst havins full particulars of the azount

of history containsd in this site, the desperate need for
stratégloally degsiznated opsn areas and the dearth of histori-
cally significant landmarks for the henefit of our children,
within our community.

A hospital c¢an be »ullt and conduct whatever humanitarian
work it may do, almost anywhere, Chllderley can only he
retained by oresarving it where it i3,

Sincerely,

June Orlowski, Chairman
AHLESLING YOJId CUMMISL1ION

cc: Whesaline Historical Soclety
Wheeling Park District
Wheelinz Jaycees



TO: President and Board of Trustees
Village of 'Meeling

FROt: ttheeling Park District
Board of Commissioners

SUBJECT: Childerly Retreat Property

lay we take this opportunity to familiarize you with a calendar of events
leading to the "heeling Park District's desire to have Childerly Petreat
Property placed on the Official Man with a public use designation for a
park site.

This unigque pronerty with its historical significance, first came to the
Park Boards attention when one of our Commissioners toured the property

at least three years ago. That Commissioner requested that if ever the
property were to be considered "For Sale” that the Park District he advised
50 that the Park Board could be put in contact with members of the Calvert
Foundation to discuss the possible purchase of the site for mark purposes.

That Commissioner informed the Park Board of this idealic park setting.
Although it is located on a major arterial road, not too many residents are
familiar with the property and what it has to offer the community.

In the fall of 1972 the Park Board was made aware that the possibility existed
that Childerly might be available for purchase. A tour of the premises was
arranged and the Park Board President and two commissioners toured the grounds
chapel and houses, evidencing their earnest interest in the property and hapnily
noting that it was ideal from a park district aspect. The five acres of

rolling meadows abutted a 3 acre parcel the park district contemplated
rurchasing. The orchard with its countless apple trees formed a picnic grove
that would take many dollars and a decade or more to develop. The chapel was

a historical landmark that not too many people know existed. (The Park District
had already been one of the forces which saved and renovated the original
Community Presbyterian Church - now the Community Center in Chamber Park - a
building used by c¢ivic, church,park and private groups every week-night, September
through June)}. The potential of Childerly had been recognized and now a way

to purchase or lecase it had to be found. Those three Commissioners reported

to the full Board that Childerly was an ideal nark setting and the Board
unanimously concurred that Childerly must be saved and remain as it stands - a
monument to history and one of the last vestiges of slowly diminishing oven
space, which could serve the recreational needs of the community. Another tour
was scheduled for those Commissioners who had been unable to see it before.

That tour was in early winter of 1972.

Preparation was then going on for the referendum in December which would
earmark funds for land acquisition. The referendum was successful,

The Board, funds now made available by voter anproval, could now proceed with
contemplated land purchases. Many Executive Sessions were held, - all dealing
with properties located in various locations in the "heeling Park cormunity.
Because these were Executive Session you, the Village Board and the citizens

of Wheeling knew notiing of the park's interest in the Childerly Property until
the Northeastern Illinois Plan Commission released information that the park

had made application for funding through B.0.R. (Bureau of Outdoor Recreation)

This was just shortly after a hospital group announced their interest in Childerly.
Our application had been pending for months.
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Our first meeting with members of the Calvert Foundation was an informal
meeting held in early snring of 1973, At that meeting three Park Commissioners
the Park Superintendent and three members of the Calvert Foundation met so that
the Park District could inform the representatives of the Foundation why the
Park desired to be considercd as prospective purchasers or leasors of Childerly.
We were informed at that time that ''mo sale' would be made of the property

until the Park District was given first consideration.

The first correspondence was a cony of a letter relative to our meeting with

the Calvert Foundation requesting us to put in writing just what we proposed,
relative to purchase and or lease, and if lease, for how long. It also asked
that the Park District should know that they (Calvert Foundation) were interested.

On August 13, 1973 we sent a letter to the Foundation expressineg our interest
in the property setting forth price and terms.

A letter was received from Calvert House on September 27, 1973 asking if the price
could be reconsidered.

After more discussion in Executive Session, another letter was sent under date
of October 6, 1973 to Calvert House with a revised figure.

It was not until Noverirer 9, 1973 did we receive a letter from Calvert House
which mentioned contact had been made with a representative of a group which
desired the property to build a hospital. Although we had read articles in

the newspapers indicating an interest by someone other than the Park District
in Childerely, this was the first official notification we had indicating that
the articles were correct,

e are still however, most desirous of purchasing the property to upgrade re-
creational and open space areas through out the community.

Park District nlans for the use of this pronerty by the community will include
for consideration the following:

1. Use of the thirteen (13) plus acres ten (10) acre Childerly pronerty
and our newly acquired three (3) acre rarcel adjoinine Childerly on the
south border, as an outdoor education area in coordination with grade
School District #21. The untouched meadows and orchard are ideal for this
purpose. Malking raths can be develovned with the flowers, trees, shrubs
and grasses identified for the citizens of the community.

2. This natural area could be an ideal summer dav camn for children. This
could include a new program for the area, a day camp for the handicanped
children organized by the new Northwest Special Recreation Association.

3. Possible community group meeting location to use the retreat buildings.
4. Possible location for nark programs on western side of the conmunity.
5. The chanel and cabin built in 1825 are being sought as a historical building

recognized by the State of Illinois. This could also he a possible museum
site,

6. The area would also be an ideal picnic area for families in the community.
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7. The pronerty could continue to be used as a retreat area hy community
grouns interested in fellowship over the weekend.

The park property, acouired in past years and local school property is now,
with our successful 1972 referendum, able to be develoned, ‘'atching funds

are being sought to double the size of these improvements. While these

other: improvements have had to wait for our 1972 referendum, the development
and the expense there of for the Childerly property can be assumed now because
of the natural state of the area and by the increased park district financial
base.

Questions raised by the nlan conmission were based mainly on the possible location
of a hospital at this site.

The Wheeling Park District, in answering the survey on the hospital, and at
public meetings since, have stated our total sumport for improved medical
facilities and treatment for the community residents. It is our firm feeling
that this particular piece of pronerty will better serve the residents as a
community park and that an alternate site is possible to especially serve the
emergency needs of the community and to act as a base of operations for the
*Meeling Fire Departments Para-medics.

Traffic patterns around Childerly were also discussed at the Plan Commission
meeting when the vark approached them with our requested nark site designations.
It is our feeling that a much lighter use nattern develones at a park designated
as an Outdoor Education Area, than a 250 bed hospital. Buses for school
children will be the main mode of transportation. !fany bicyclists will be

able to reach the park witout crossing a major roadway.

It is our hope that this information will assist you in your decision concerning
the Childery retreat pronerty. The Wheeling Park District feels strongly that
this nroperty should be ratained as open snace for the community. With its
unique heritage it is at the top of our priority list.

The sunport the community has shown both as community organizations and as in-
dividuals- speaking for themselves has been appreciated. !e thank you for the
time we have taken to present our petition and again thank the peonle we all
serve for their concern over the use of this unicue property. e urge that you
vote to place the Childerly Retreat property on the Official Map with a public
use designation for a park site.

Thank you.

Januvary 28, 1974



Hospiial at location remains a possibility
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Village map shows no park
earmarked for Childerly site

The official village map has been sent
to the Wheeling Village Board without a
park-site designation on the 10-acre
Childerly Retreal House property, 506
McHenry Rd -

The -;lan commission has approved its
recomimendations for revising the map
after deciding nol to reconsider a desig-
nation for the Childerly property. Pre-
viously, the commission failed to ap-
prove a park districl request for the des-
ignation in a 3-3 vote, saying it might be
a stumbling block for a hospital proposed
for the site.

The Frankiin Boulevard Community
Hospital of Chicago has been negotialing
for the Childerly property as the location
of a proposed satellite branch, The
Wheeling Park District has also been
negotiating for the land, which it pro-
poses to develop as an outdoor education
center.

JEANNE EATON, 85 E. Dennis Rd.,
spoke in favor of the park’s plans to use
the site for recreation. “It’s one of the
few open places left in this village,” she
said.

Other residents and local agencies
have objected to the hospital's proposed
tocation because of the historic buildings
located on the Childerly property.

The plan commission, however, de-
cided not to reconsider, saving nonc of
the members would change their vole,
They referred Mrs. Eaton to the park
hoard, saying her information on a re-
cent telephone swvey might be helpful to
the park district.

The park district has decided to con-
tact Franklin Boulevard Community Hos-
pital. to outline its history of negotiations
with the Calvert Foundation for the
Childerly properly.

PARK BOARD members said they
were upset that village officials think
that the park distriet began negotialing
for the site only after plans for the hospi-
tal were announced in September.

Park Supt. Dave Phillips noted that ne-
gotiations began more than 12 months
ago when the Calvert Foundation asked
the park district to make an offer on the
property. He said the park board mem-
bers were “surprised the hospital was
not made aware hy Childerly that they
had approached the park district.”

Although the park district has the pow-
er to condemn the property. the park
board claims that an official designation
on the site will give them a better bar-
gaining position. The park board mem

bers plan to ask the village board to ap-
prove this designation when the official
map comes to the beard for final cons.d-
eration on Jan. 28.
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Neptune’s Den
Movie Guide

Neptune's Den, located above Neptune's
Pool at Wheeling High School, has announced its

movie schedule through

February.

The Munsters, Mr. Magoo and the Three

Stooges will be among the features during the

next several weeks.

NEPTUNE'S MOVIE GUIDE

January 19: “"Hey There,

January 26: “Treasure Island”

It's Yogi Bear”

February 2: “"Munster, Go Home"
February 9: “The Music Box'', a Laurel and Hardy
comedy plus color cartoons.

February 16

“"Gripes, Groans and Grunts™,

featuring the 3 Stooges plus thcabod
and Mr. Toad

February 23:. "Mr. Magoo -

Man of Mystery”

All movies are free and begin at noon.
Refreshments are available at the concession
stand.

New

recreation organization
looking for director

1—-14

Arca park districts
located in Wheeling, Elk
Grove, and Palatine town-
ships met recently to
organize a recreation co-
operalive for mentally and
physically handicapped
children and aduits.

The new organizalion.
known as lhe Northwest
Special Recreation Assoc-
jation, is currently looking
for a director who will
handle administrative duties
and program planning plus
Privale Fund Solicitation. A
commitlee is interviewing
candidates. )

Another commiltee 1S
developing a set of by-lawsto
define the purpose of the

association, [unctions. cost
assessment, and other arlic-
les of agreement between the
disiricts invelved. )

At the present time
Arlington Heights, Buffalo
Grove, Elk Grove, Mount
Praspect, Palatine. River
Trails, Rolling Meadows,
Salt Creck, and Wheeling
Park Districts have granted
$500 each lo iniliate pro-
grams and hire a director for
a period ending May 1, 1974.

Upon that date, each
park district will assess
itsell according lo its
assessed valuation for con-
tinuing the work of the
association at a rale to be
agreed upon later.

—

Parks join “special’
program-for now

J~71-7Y

The Whecling Park District will participate in the planning
of the Northwest Special Recreation Assn. but has declined to
make any long term commitment lo the project,

Park board members approved spending $500 to help fi-
nance programs and a full-time director until April 30, 1974.
If a state law is passed allowing park district to levy 2 tax for
special recreation, the park board will consider, becoming a
permanent member of the association.

The special recreation association will serve handicapped
people in nine area park distriets. Park Supt, Dave Phillips
said only one of the 10 park districts approached to join the
association has decided not to participate.

The Wheeling Park District currently runs a swimming
pregram for the handicapped, but only one person is enrolled
in the class. Phillips said the new association will create a
well-rounded program in ‘“‘an area where we do nol have a
high degree of skill to handle.™

Wait on joint garage

Park officials are wailing for the village board to act on a
proposed joint garage before selecling a site for the needed
maintenance lacility.

*If the joint site can be ' veloped, t~at is the ideal site for
us because of the decreuwsed cost,” said Park Supt. Dave
Phiilips. The park district has proposed building the garage
to straddle common boundaries, with tie village and the park
sharing construction costs.

Phillips said the village board will be presented a cost
analysis of the joint garage site tonight. He said if the propos-
al is not accepted by the village, the park district will have to
build its garage at Heritage Park south of the recreation
building.

Some park commissioners said they did not like the alter-
nate site, but Phillips’said it was the only other feasible
location. “These are the two sites we are narrowed down to,
whether we like it or not," he said.

New park rental fees?

A new hourly {ee schedule for park district rentals is under
consideration by the park board.

Park Supt. Dave Phillips proposed the new fees to elimi-
pate the “fuzziness” surrounding the current flat fee rates.
He said the current rates do not take into account the length
of the rental and noted that some organizations are not
charged for their use of park facilities.

Park board members delayed any decision on the matter,
saying they wanted more lime to study the proposal. They
are trying to find a way of establishing a policy on rentals
that will retain the rental income and provide for maximum
use of the facilities without penalizing groups that cannot
afford the rental fees.

Phillips said the park disirict has estimaled about $1,500
will be collected in rental fees this year.

40 acres annexed



A ppraisal termed prvli minm'y morve

S 4

Park district acts to buy
Childerly Retreat property

by LYNN ASINOF

Preliminary steps to obtain the Child-
erly Retreat House property. 306
McHenry Rd. have been ordered by the
Wheeling Park District.

Board members directed Park Atty.
Roger Bjorvik to oblain an appraisal of
the site in preparalion for an application
for matching governmental funds. The
park’ district is negeliating with the Cal-
vert Foundation for the 10-acre site. The
park district plans to use the site as a
communily park and outdoor education
tenter.

Bjorvik said the appraisal is necded
for the matching funds application and
will determine the amount of money re-
quested by the park district. He said that
if the matching funds are approved. the
district will definitely purchase the prop-
erty. even though the Calvert Foundation
has not accepted the park distriet's offer.

*"The receipt of federal funds will abso-
lutely be the determining factor.” Bjor-
vik said. "'If we do get the federal funds.
we will absolutely finalize that.”

HE ADDED that the park district
might attempt to purchase the site even
if the matching funds are not approved.

The Franklin Boulevard Community
Hospital is also negotiating for the Child-
erly properiy as the location of a pro-
posed satellite facility. Some opposition
to the hospital has arisen because of the
historical value of the buildings on the
Childerly site.

Park district officials ave heping to
reipforce their ciaim on the Childerly
site by requesting a park-site designation
for the property on the offitial villaze
map. Members of the plan commission
refused to approve the designation in a
3.3 vote, saying it might be a stumbling
block to the hospilal project.

The park board is planning to appeal
this decision when the official map
cxmes before the village trustees for fi-
nal approval. They maintain that the
Childerly property is more valuable as a

Lichter farm sought for park site

The 16-acre Lichter farm may soon be-
come a community park il matching
funds can be obtained by the Wheeling
Park District Lo purchase the property.

The park board has authorized Park
Atty. Roger Bjorvik to prepare an oplion
to purchase the site for $236.000. The
park district is hoping lo get half that
amount from the govérnment.

,The farm properly, located east of
Schoenbeck Road south of Robert Ave-
nue, is the second park site proposed as
part of the 1972 park improvements ref-
erendum. The park district bas already
approved the purchase of a lhree-acre
site off Valley Stream Drive.

The land acquisition program {inanced
with referendum funds is geared to pro-
vide increased open space in the western
section of the village. Park Supt. Dave
Phillips said development of 1he Lichter
property will be based on feedback from
residents near the site.

PHILLIPS SAID, however, no plans

park site than a hospital site because of
the historic buildings. meadowland and
orchards.

THE CHILDERLY property abuls Lie
new three-acre park site off Valley
Stream Drive recenlly purchased by the
park district, creating a 13-acre park.

Legal problems resulting from the
original charter ‘of the Childerly property
have made it questionable whether the
Calvert Foundation will be able to sell
the property. Even if the foundation re-
fuses to sell the 10 acres. the park dis-
trict has the power to condewmnn the site.

for the park will be made unti! the pur-
chase is made f(inal. He said that if the
transaction is completed and the park
district obtains the Childerly Retreal
House property, the park will have ac-
quired 23 acres of new park land.

“Qriginally, we only anticipated pur-
chasing 13 acres.” Phillips said.

The park district has heen negotialing
for the Lichter farm since October, 1971,
according to Bjorvik. He said the nego-
tiatiens were long and tedious. but ended
with the park districl getting a reason-
able price.

Research is currently being done into
the various governmental agencies offer-
ing matching funds. The park district
plans to make application to tye agency
that is most likely to approve their re-
quested grant,

“We think this is progress,” Bjorvik
said of the propesed purchase. “The open
space js really at a premium and it’s
going fast.”




Village map shows no park
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The official village map has been sent
to the Wheeling Village Board without a
park-site designation on the {0-acre
Childerly Retreat House property, 506
McHenry Rd.

The plan commission has approved its
recommendations for revising the map
after deciding not to reconsider a desig-
nation for the Childerly property. Pre-
viously, the commission failed to ap-
prove a park district request for the des-
ignation in 2 3-3 vole, saving it might be
a stumbling block for a hospital proposed
for the site.

The Franklin Boulevard Community
Hospital of Chicago has been negotiating
for the Childerly property as the location
of a proposed satellite branch. The
Wheeling Park District has also been
negotiating for the land, which it pro-
poses to develop as an outdoor educalion
center,

JEANNE EATON, 8 E. Dennis Rd.,
spoke in favor of the park's plans to use
the site for recreation. “It's one of the
few open places left in this village,” she
said.

Other residents and local agencies
have objected to the hospital's proposed
location because of the historic buildings
located on the Childerly property.

The plan commission, however, de-
cided not to reconsider, saving none of
the members would change their vote,
They referred Mrs. Eaton to the park
board, sayving her informatlion am a re-
cent telephone survey might be helpiul to
the park district.

The park district has decided to con-
tact Franklin Boulevard Community Hos-
pital, to outline its history of negoliations
with the Calvert Foundation for the
Childerly property.

PARK BOARD members said they
were upset that village officials think
that the park district began negotiating
for the site only after plans for the hospi-
tal were announced in September.

Park Supt. Dave Phillips noted that ne-
gotiations hegan more than 12 months
ago when the Calvert Foundation asked
the park district to make an offer on the
property. He said the park board mem-
bers were “‘surprised the hospital was
not made aware hy Childerly that they
had approached the park district.”

Although the park district has the pow-
er to condemn the property, the park
board claims that an official designation
on the site will give them a better bar-
gaining position, The park board mem-

earmarked for Childerly site

bers plan to ask the village board to ap-
prove this designation when the official
map comes to the board for final consid-
cration on Jan, 28.

Alternate sites
for hosptal to
be discussed 5+

(Continyed from Page 1)
orly location. Davis said Franklin
Beulevard plans to present these surveys
to the stale hospital licensing board in
April. . _

The hospital must hold an option on ils
proposed location before applying to the
licensing board for approval.

MEANWHILE, the Calvert Foundation
is considering offers from both the park
district and the hospital for the Child-
erley property. The Rev. Rollins Lam-
hert. managing director of the founda-
tion. said no decision was reached at a
meeling of the Calvert trustees yester-
day.

Father Lambert declined to comment
on the trustees' reaction to a park dis-
trict offer to purchase Childerley for
$250,000. The park offer included a
guarantee that the property could be
used by Calvert for retreals to be sched-
uled on a priority basis. )

Park board members, however, in-
dicated that several of the trustees re-
sponded favorably to their offer, because
it would preserve the use of Childerley
for retreat functions.



No decision on whether park district
or hospital gets Childerly retreat

by LYNN ASINOF

No decision was reached vesterday by
the Calvert Foundation on the sale of the
Childerly retreat house property, 506
McHenry Rd., to either the Wheeling
Park District or the Franklin Boulevard
Community Hospital.

Park board members, however, report-
ed a favorable reception by the Calvert
Foundation when it considered their of-
fer of $250.000 for the ten-acre site.

According to Park Comr. Lorraine
Lark, the Calvert trustees apparently

have not decided the legal question of
wl;gther the Childerly property can be
sold.

The deed establishing Childerly defines
its purpose narrowly for the use of Uni-
versity of Chicago students, alumni, and
faculty. If the Calvert Foundation ceases
to exist or function, Childerly properties
revert to the Archbishop of Chicago.
There is no provision in the deed for the
sale of the property.

THE PARK BOARD members said
their seven-minute presentation yester-
day to the Calvert Foundation was favor-

ably rececived, despite a substantially
higher offer of $445,000 {rom the Franklin
Boulevard Community Hospital.

The park commissioners said the
strong point of their offer was the fact
that Childerly would be able to continue
as a retreat house under park owmership.
The park district has agreed to allow re-
treats to be scheduled in the buiidings on
a priority bhasis.

“The comments made by the trustees
were that they would rather sell to the
park district which would perpetuate the
use of Childerly as set forth by Mrs. Lil-

lie in her will,” Mrs. Lark said.

In appealing to the Wheeling village
board for a park site designation, Mrs.
Lark said the designation was needed in
case the hospital bought the property and
did not get state approval. She said in
this case the property might be used for
condominiums or apartments.,

As of the Herald's deadline last night,
the village trustees had not voted wheth-
er to grant the park district’s requested
official map designation.

THE DESIGNATION, if granted, would
give the park district one year [rom the
time development plans are approved to
purchase the property.

“Qur asking you to give us an official
designation is like asking you to give us
and the community a one-year optien to
purchase Chitderly.” Mrs. Lark said.

She said if the designation is not grant-
ed. the park district will have to begin
condempation procedures immediately
because of the importance of the time
element.

In a lengthy and emotional presenta-
tion, Mrs. Lark argued for the pre-
servation of the Childerily property and
the historic buildings located on jt. “We
know the buildings cannot stand and
have a hospital there too,” she said.

The park district plans to use the land
as an outdoor education center, a sum-
mer dayv camp and a place for commun-
ity meetings.

Trustee William Hein was most active
in questioning the need for a designation.
He noted that the park district might
have o condemn the property even if the
designation is approved. Hein further
outlined the need for 2 local hospital by
citing the number of tim.s the village
ambulance could not be received at area
hospitals.




by LYNN ASINOF

Wheeling Park Board members will
meel today with the Calvert Foundation
to present a new offer for the purchase
of the Childerly Retreat House property,
506 McHenry Rd.

The park hoard worked throughout the
weekend in a last-ditch effort to prevent
the sale of the 10-acre site to the Frank-
{in Boulevard Community Hospital. Board
members met Friday night and again

Sunday morning to prepare the pew
$250.000 offer,

As part of their offer, the park com-
missioners will grant the Calvert Foun-
dation the right to use the houses on the
property for any relreats that may be
scheduled.

The park board members are increas-
ingly optimistic about their chances of
getting the property despite the Franklin
Boulevard Community Hospital offer of
$445,000 for the site. They may get sub-

stantial support from four Calvert
trustees who attended the meeting Fri-
day night.

“Although we are not a private organi-
zation and cannot offer lots of meney, we
feel we can make a contribution in the
preservation of the buildings,” Park
Comr. Lorraive Lark told the trustees,
Several of the huildings at Childerly are
considered historic landmarks, including

a log cabin built in 1825. ’

' THE PARK board is hoping to con-
,vince the trustees that the preservation
{ of the buildings, orchards and open space

Parks to make new Childer

1~7-73

will offset the difference in the size of the
two offers for the site.

Park board members agreed to raise
their offer from $175,000 to $250,000 after
learning of the impending sale of the pro-
perty to the hospital group.

“If we don't go that whole route, I will
not be happy that we didn't do every-
thing we could,”” Mrs, Lark said. The
park cornmissioners said $250,000 is the
maximum they could afford to pay for
the land, which they want to use as an
outdoor education center,

In addition to the new offer, the park
board members also worked on tonight's
presentation to the Wheeling Village
Board for a park-site designatic.. on the
Childerly property.

Park Supt. Dave Phillips said the pos-
sible sale of the property makes the re-
quested park-site designation even more
important. The designation would give
the park distriet one year to purchase
the site after the property is subdivided
for development.

Phillips noted that plans for the hospi-
tal may fall through after the property is
sold. He said the official designation
would allow the park district to purchase
the site in case a developer wanted to
put apartments on the property.

Park Atty. Roger Bjorvik said the des-
ignation is most important because it
would give the park district one year to
raise the money for the purchasc. He said
that while the park district has the right
to condemn property, it would he diffi-

cult to exercise this right if the hospital
were already built.

The park district has applied for
matching state funds to purchase the
property. A review of the application,
however, is not scheduled until February
or April.

“You know how slow the government
moves on processing these applications,”
Bjorvik said. *'I certainly think the park
board needs all the time it can get.”

Bjorvik said, however, that the sale of
the property to Franklin Boulevard Com-
munity Hospital would not affect the park

ly offer

district’s right to condemn the property.
Park board members have said they are
willing to go te cordemnation if neces-
sary.

Although the park board has been
negotiating for the Childerly site for
about one year. few people were aware
of park plans for the property since dis-
cussions were in closed sessions.

Mrs. Lark said the park would have
had more support from the village in this
matter if negotiations had been made
public. “Executive session is what
killed us on this whole project,” she said.



Park board wrapup

Alternate garage
site to be planned

The Wheeling Park District board has decided to develop
plans for an alternate garage site while waiting for the vil-
lage to decide if it wants to share a joint facility.

The district originally proposed building a joint facility to
span common property lines. The village, however, has pot
yet responded to the offer.

Park board members therefore decided 10 investigate build-
Ing the garage just south of the Heritage Park recreation
building on Wolf Road.

Park planners from McFadzean and Everly Ltd. said the
district might reduce its construction costs by building on the
alternate site. They said the work could be done al the same
time as remodeling of the recreation building, thus saving on
installation of utilities.

This savings may allow the park district to build a masonry
parage instead of the proposed prefabricated steel structure,
according to Park Supt. Dave Phillips.

“We're really pursuing both avenues now, Phillips said.
“We can look into this with the village as well as the site
south of the Heritage Park building, and really pick the best
site for our purposes.”

Spring in the air?

To avoid an expected fertilizer shortage nexl year, the park
board deceded thal the district should purchase ils spring and
summer supplies now,

Comr. Gene Sackett told the board that fertilizer was one of
the products expected to be in short supply in the near future.

Park district employes are now checking on the price of
fertilizer and the amount needed so that the purchase can be
made soon.

40 acres annexed

About 40 acres north of Hintz Road east of Schoenbeck
Road was annexed to the park district as part of an annexa-
tion program.

Property owner Al Schwind, 122 W. Hintz Rd., Prospect
Hieghts, questioned the park board on the impact of the an-
nexation on his taxes.

The park board members said the annexation was designed
to square off park district boundaries and provide a more
solid base for the district. They said the annexation would not
appear on the Schwind's tax bill until 1975.

School-park upgrading deferred

Approval of a contract with McFadzean and Everly Lid. for
the development of school-park improvements was deferred
until the next park board meeting.

Park officials plan to review the contract, which calls for
the development of working plans for the improvements.
Park Supt. Dave Phillips said the contract will allow the park
district te move quickly once matching governmental funds
for the work are either approved or denied.

“‘Once we come to that point, if we're no* Pfehared to begin
immediately, we're losing time,” he said.



‘Hospital may get

option loday on
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by LYNN ASINOF

The Franklin Boulevard Community
Hospital today may be granted an option
to purchase the 10-acre Childerly Retreat
House property, 506 McHenry Rd., for al-
most $500,000.

The Herald has learned that the Cal-
vert Foundation has called a meeting for
4:30 p.m. to consider the hospital's offer,

The hospital is seeking a one-year op-
tion on the property to build a 223-bed
satellite branch that would serve the
Wheeling-Buffalo Grove area. Franklin
Boulevai 2~ is ortering $445.000 for the
| property with $25,000 paid when the op-

et

Childerly land

tion is approved, according to Calvert
trustee Frank Petta.

THE CALVERT Foundation board
meeting will begin just hours before the
Wheeling Park District is scheduled to
appeal to the village board for a park-
site designation on the Childerly proper-
ty. The board meeting is set for 8 p.m.

The park district wants to use the 10
acres of ‘orchard and meadowland for an
outdoor education center. The historical
buildings on the property would be pre-
served by the park for community use.
Negotiations between Calvert and the
park district began about one year ago.

The Rev. Rollins Lambert, managing
director of the Calvert Foundation, said
hq believes that the option to purchase
will be approved today. I think that
there are enough voles to approve the
option,’ he said.

Once the Calvert board approves the
hospital’s offer, the option must be ap-
proved by John Cardinal Cody. arch-
bishop of Chicago.

ACCORDING TO Father Lambert, a
major consideration in the sale of the
property is the amount of money offered
by the hospital.

“Frankly, the trustees would have pre-
ferred to sell to the park district if the
park district’s offer had approached
what they could get from the hospital.”
he said. He noted there was a substantial
difference between the two offers.

According to Calvert trustee M. O,
Horcher, the last park district offer was
$175,000. Park board members are re-
portedly considering making a new offer
for the property.

Father Lambert said the oplion pro-
posed by Franklin Boulevard would al-
low the hospital to purchase the property
at any time during a one-year period
without further action by the Calvert
Foundation board.

THE PARK DISTRICT is in the pro-
cess of applying for matching federal
funds to purchase the Childerly property.
Park board members have said they are
willing to go to condemnation procedures
if necessary, despite the impending sale
of the property.

Several local groups and residents
have spoken out in favor of the park dis-
trict's plans to preserve the historic
buildings on the Childerly site. Although
the option granted to the hospital would
include an agreement to preserve only

the chapel complex, other buildings on
the site and the orchards would have to
be removed for hospital construction.

Representatives of both the Wheeling
Historical Society and the Youth Com-
mission tonight are expected to ask the
Wheeling Village Board to approve a
park-site designation on the Childerly
property.

Members of the Wheeling Plan Com-
mission recently failed te approve the
designation in a 1.3 vote. saying it might
be a stumbling block to the hospital. The

village board will review that decision
tonight when it receives recommenda-
tions from the plan ~ommissien on up-
dating the official vilag~ map.



Park board calls special meeting
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Alternate hospital sites

to be discussed tomorrow

by LYNN ASINOF

Alternate sites for the proposed satel-
lite branch of the Franklin Boulevard
Community Hospital will be discussed
temorrow at a special meeling of the
Wheeling Park Board. The meeling is at
8:30 p.m1. at Heritage Park.

Hospital representatives have been in-
vited Lo the meeling to learn of park dis-
trict plaps for the 10-acre Childerly Re-
tréat House property. 306 McHenry Rd.
The hospital has been negotiating for the
Childerly property, and has become a
major obstacle to park district acquisi-
tion of the land.

Norman Davis, hospital consultant,
said the Franklin Boulevard group only
recently learned that the park district
wanted the site for an outdoor recreation
center. He said the fact that the park
district is willing to condemn the proper-
ty may make a significant difference in
the hospital’s choice of a location 1o
serve the Wheeling-Buffalo Grove area.

*1 understand the authority of the park
district.” Davis said. “‘Hell, they could
knock us oul in the morning if they want-
ed to.”

In a recent letler from Park Board

Pres. Robert Ross, Davis said he be.
came aware of the park district’s in-
tention to condemn the property il neces-
sary.

1 HAD NEVER been aware officially
from anybody of this situation,” Davis
said. “'‘He spells it out, and that makes a
lot of difference. We'd better just sit
down and see il we can work this thing
oul. Nobody las an axe to grind here.”

According o Davis, the hospital has no
particular interest in the Childerley prop-
erly. “We're more interested in the
land.”” he said. “But it has lo be good
land.”

The consultant said Ross informed him
that there is somne less-expensive acre-
age on major Wheeling roads. “Monetar-
ily, this could be a better set-up for us,”
Davis said. **They are indicating proper-
ty at a lesser fee. The only thing we
want is good accessibility.”

Ross called the special park board
meeling after the village board deferred
any action in designating the Childerley
property as a park sile on the official
village map.

Village Pres. Ted C. Scanlon asked
that the matter be continued until Mon-

———— T ———

day so the hospital and the park repre
sentatives could discuss their plans for
the 10-acre site. He also asked that mem-
bers of the village board visit Childerly
50 that they could decide whether it is
best suited for a park.

ACCORDING TO Ross, the meeling
was called “strictly to discuss that prop-
erty and or other property which may be
available.”” The park board president
said his hoard could indicate other pos-
sible locations 1o the hospilal representa-
tives, but could not become actively in.
volved in their negotiations.

The Franklin Boulevard group has of-
fered $445,000 for the Childerley proper-
tv. Park board members, however, said
they found better parcels on major vil-
lage streets that cost only about $23.000
an acre.

Davis said Lhat if this was the case, the
hospital would be receptive to looking at
other sites. “We're willing to retreal.” he
said.

The consultant said the hospital proj-
ect’s major problem will be lime, He
said preliminary surveys on the need for
a hospital have been based on the Child-

{Continued on page )




P ksi in another effort tc

Vi 7 ‘/
74 by RICH HONACK

l and JOE FRANZ

The Wheeling Park District will make
another effort tonight to convince the vil-
lage board to designate the Childerley
property as a park site on the official
village map.

Park officials are hopeful that a joint
special meeting between them, village
trustees and representatives of Franklin
Boulevard Hospital last week will get
them a favorable vote. The hospital is
also interested in the site at 566 McHenry
Rd. for a satellite facilily.

Norman Davis, a consultant for the
hospital, teld the two boards and an zu-
dience of about 15 people, however, that
his group is in a ‘“confused position.”

(Continued from Page 1)

now, and a reason for not just giving in
to the park district on the land question,
Is time. He said that it is imperative that
the hospital obtain iand for the facility in
order to get an application on file with
the state by April, when the hospital gov-
erning board meets.

He later explained that this date is im-
portant because of a perding ‘‘certificate
of need” law, which ts now going through
legisiative channels. The law has already
been passed by the state house of repre-
sentatives and iz now In the state senate.

This law would force a hospital to show
a specific need for a hospital in a given
area. “As far as I'm concerned. this is a
‘kangarco court,’ and would probably
show there isn't a need for another hospi-
tal in the entire state,” Davis said.

Therefore, he added, the hospital must
have 2 site and if park officials or any-
one else could recommend an alternate
site. hospital officials would be happy to
abandon the Childerley site to the park
district.

DAVIS THEN WAS presented with
maps from the district’s real estate con-
sultant, Charles DeBruller and village
trustee William Hein, that showed sev-
eral areas of vacant land that may be
used for the hospital. The areas shown
by DeBruiler are sites definitely avail-
able for purchase, while Hein's map just
showed vacant land in Wheeling.

I~ -74
“As far as I'm concerned, we are really
not in contention with anybody.”

DAVIS SAID HE was unaware of any-
one else wanting the Childerley site until
a Herald reporter contacted him last
week and asked about the situation.
Davis then added that the only reason is
because it was offered to the hospital by
village officials when the hospital was in-
vited to Wheeling.

“We are not bound in any way to any
specific plot of land,” said Davis. “There
is also no guarantee in the wonid that the
Buffalo Grove-Wheeling area is going to
get a hospital. We're willing to bring a
satellite hospital kere.”

Davis also said that the main problem

{Continued on Page 5)

With an expression of hope that the
hespital ean find another tract on which
to build, the official meeting ended with
five village trustees, hospital represema-
tives, DeBruller and a few park board
members going into another room to dis.
cuss the sites.

When approached by The Herald. Vil-
lage Pres. Ted Scanlon said the officials
did not want to discuss the sites in public
for fear that newspaper articles about
the locations would raise the price of
land in those areas.

Scanlon also said one of the most im-
portant things concerning the hospital is
to “keep it in Wheeling.”

When asked about the park designation
vote tonight, Scanlon and several of the
trustees said they will view jt with an
open mind. They said the 3.3 vote by the
plan commission will not be considered
as a recommendation or negative vote,
as plan commissioners noted at the end
of their discussion on the matter several
weeks ago.

The trustees also said that they would
like to see both the park district and the
hospital satisfied jn this case. Several
added. however, that if it came down to
picking between one or the other, it
would be a tough decision.

Tonight's beard meeting is scheduled
to begin at 8 p.m. at the village hall, 255
W. Dundee Rd.

ake Childerley park s

Hoépital a 2-town

Franklin Boulevard Hospital officials
“definitely"”” corsider their proposed sat-
ellite facility a Buffalo Grove and Wheel-
ing venture, despite never consulting
Euffalo Grove village officials or survey-
ing its residents.

Those were the feelings of Norman
Davis, a consultant for the hospital, He
said of a special meeting in Wheeling
last week that the hospital officials con-
sider Buffalo Grove and Wheeling “like
the twin cities.”

Hospital a 2-town

(Continued from Page 1)
tal, however, involve both Wheeling and
Buffalo Grove.

“When we look at the population of the
area, for instance, we look at both vil-
lages and then determine our needs,” he
said.

Hospitat officials also said that Buffalo
Grove was a primary reason for wanting
a site in the northwest portion of Wheel-
ing. They said this way the accessibility
from Buffalo Grove and other Lake
County communities would be easy.

Officials said, however, that at no time

project: officials

When asked why the people of Buffale
Grove were never surveyed, Davis said
the survey of Wheeling residents’ needs
was sufficient enough.

“When you have two villages so much
alike there is no need to survey both of
them. Besides that the survey that was
conducted was done by the Village of
Wheeling.”

DAVIS ADDED that all considerations
and projections being made by the hospi-

(Continued on Page 5)

project: officials

have they considered moving the hospital
site to Buffalo Grove, since it was Wheel-
ing officials who approached Franklin
Boulevard.

Officials also pointed out that the local
board of directors will have three Buffalo
Grove residents, as well as four from
Wheeling.

Currently, a majority of hospilal cases
in Buffalo Grove are handled by North-
west Community Hespital in Arlington
Heights and Holy Family Hospital in Des
Plaines.



Childerley property to_he earmarked for park site
- J 4= |

The Childerlev Retreat House proper-
Ly. 506 McHenry Rd.. will be designated
as a park site on the official Wheeling
village map.

Board members voted without any dis-
cussion. to approve the designation,
which gives the park district one year to
purchase the property after development
plans are approved.

The unanimous vote was the result of
more than a week-and-a-half of work by
park brard members o prevent the sale
of %he 1'acre site to the Franklin Boule-

vard Communily Hospilal of Chicago.

THE HOSPITAL had proposed building
a satellite facility on the Childerley prop-
erty that would serve Buffale Grove and
Wheeling. But at a meeting last week
hospital representatives said they would
consider alternate sites.

Previously. the plan commission had
failed to approve the park designation.
saying it would be a stumbling block Lo
plans for the hospital.

Several trustees said they voted for the
park designation because the hospital

was not bound to the Childerley property.

**The hospital people were in complete
agreement with moving to another site.”
said Trustee Ed Berger, “"They were not
committed to the Childerley property.™

Trustge Ron Brulin said he decided in
favor of the park designation after vis-
iting the Childerley property with
Trustee Al Lang.

*The thing that made up my mind was
the walk around the property last week.”
Bruhn said. " We saw a spot of years ago
still within the friendly confines of

Wheeling. It was something that definite-
lv should be saved.”

A LARGE NUMBER of residenis also
turned oul Lo speak in favor of saving Lhe
Childerley site for park development.

The park district is now negotialing
with the Calvert Foundation for the 10
acres of orchards and meadowland,
which is proposed as an outdoor educa-
lion center. The historical buildings on
the property will be preserved if the
park district purchases the site, park
board members said.
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Federal monies
expected soon

for retreat site

A federal grant fo purchase the
Childerly Retreat House property is
expected to get final approval this
meonth, David Phillips, Wheeling Park
District superintendent, said Thurs-
day.

Phillips said the park district has
received approval of a $117,225 grant
but the state officials asked for an up-
dating on appraisals of the property.

“It's only a matter of updating the
appraisal. I hope to have the informa-
tion to the state by next week. They
told me it will receive immediate ac-
tion because of the delay,” Phillips
said.

Lorraine Lark, park commissioner,
said she can't understand ‘-why this is
taking so long.”

“WE'VE BEEN ROLLING on this
thing for two years if not longer.

Somewhere along the line, we've got
to gel moving,” she said.

Mrs. Larko said a recent tour of the
property shwed ‘“‘the buildings are
really going to pot because no one is
taking care of them.” She said 45
people on the four want ‘to take an
active part in bringing Childerly
back.”

The U.S. Bureau of Outdoor Recrea-
tion earlier this year approved a
grant to the park distriet to allow pur-
chase of the property at 506 McHenry
Rd. The $117,225 grant is part of a
matching funds program in which the
federal government provides half the
purchase cost.

THE OWNERS OF the Childerly
property last year, after lengthy nego-
tiations, agreed fo sell the site to the
park district for $£250.000. Park offi-
ciaks plan to develop the site as an
out-of-door education center, including
a summer day camp, a communily
meeting place and possibly a commu-
nity zo00.

Park officials also are considering
restoration of historical buildings on
the site as a community historical
center. The property includes several
old houses and two chapels.

A Wheeling-Buffalo Grove Dist. 21
science consultant has proposed a plan
to develop the property as a nature
cenler, including meeting rooms, per-
manent exhibils, a library, an herba-
rium and craft rooms.

In other action, the board postponed
actior on the proposed 1976-77 budget
until the July 15 board meeting.
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More than 60 dolls
were entered

in the Wheeling

Park District doll
contest, and all

of the 27 boys and
girls who participated
went home winners.
Ribbons were awarded
Friday in {0
cateqories,

including prettiest,
scariest, most loved
and homemade. Park
officials Jan Schwass
Bob Veness and

Linda Peterson (left
to right)

judge the entries.
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Parks’ Blank to be remembered

by JIM DAVIS

He was an original.

When a handful of Wheeling resi-
dents decided in 1961 to form their own
park district, Williarn Blank was there
to offer his services.

And he stayed there for 18 years,
serving as the only treasurer the
Wheeling Park District had ever known
until he died of a heart attack earlier
this week.

Blank will be remembered as a man
who could have served in a position
with more glamour and prestige, but
chose to remain in the background. He
devoted his time to an obscure but es-
sential position with the park district,
his friends and co-workers say.

Although his responsibilities for fi-
nancial affairs increased as the park
district blossomed from its modest be-
ginnings to a district with a §2.8 mil-
lion budget, Blank repeatedly turned
down efforts of park commissioners to
raise his pay from $50 per week, Park
Comr. Loraine Lark said.

“THAT MAN gave hours and hours
of his time in making the park board
the viable foree it is today,” she said.
"Every time we talked about increas-
ing his stipend, he'd say, ‘I enjoy what
I'm doing." ™

Park Director David Phillips re-
called that he and Blank once had joked
about Blank's hourly wage. "Il was

about 12 cents.” Phillips said. “Bill's
efforts were really a labor of love.”

Mrs. Lark said Blank had the knowi-
edge and savvy to serve as a park
board member or even run the park
district. He once was approached about
serving as village treasurer. But
friends and neighbors say he preferred
to remain in the background.

“He alwavs shied away from
polities,” said Wedgewood Hancock, a
neighbor of Blank's for 23 years. “He'd
say. 'I'm doing a greater service where
I am." He was a very quiet and easy-
going person.”

ANOTHER NEIGHBOR, Roberta
Krause, recalled that she and other

friends had just celebrated Blank’s
57th birthday.

“When you were with him, you just
feit good,” she said. “He was the kind
of man that never had anything bad to
say about anybody.”

Viliage Trustee Robert Ross, a for-
mer park board member who knew
Blank for 12 years, said he was “just
one hell of a nice guy. It's going to be 2
long time before he’s replaced.”

A memorial fund for Blank is being
established by the park board in
Blank's name. The proceeds will be
used to plant trees in the village.

Blank, Mrs. Lark said, probably
would have liked that.



Lorraine Lark — woman
dies at age 48

of valor

WHY IS IT we always seem to
wait to tell people what we think of
them untii it is too late for them to
know?

1 met Lorraine Lark about six
years ago when I first began covering
the community of Wheeling for The
LIiFE. It seemed every place 1 went,

She was a village employee for 15
years; she was instrumental in seeing
that Wheeling ran a home rule referen-
dum, which was successful: she was on
the recall committee which worked to
see that Wheeling became the first
community in Illinois to pass an ordi-
nance providing for recall of its offi-

<27 Inthe midst

BY JOANNE KANTER

there was Lorraine. I began lo realize
she was somecone special,

[ asked her if I could interview her
and she tried to sleer me away from
the topic of her work in the communi-
ty. She was a park board member for
13 years, eight of them as president of
the board. During that time she
worked for land acquisition and the
park district successfully acquired
Chevy Chase, Childerly Fark and some
other smaller properties.

She also worked diligently in get-
ting the village and the Metropolitan
Sanitary District to live up to their res-
ponsibilities in redoing the Heritage
Park retention basin so it works and
provides the recreational {acility it was
originally designed to do.

NAME AN ACTIVITY that was
good for the community ard Lorraine
was probably in on it

cials; she was active at the high school
in the instrumental league.

There is only one public endeavor
in which Lorraine was unsuccessful to
my knowledge in the years I have
known her. She tried to form a League
of Women Voters in the community, [
even tried to help her, putting her in
touch with someone I know who is ac-
tive in the state LWV. But there wasn’t
enough interest. Lorraine felt the
League could provide the kind of non-
partisan watchdog interest in politics
that Wheeling needed. It was the only
time | saw her fail and she was philo
sophical about it, realizing that women
in Wheeling may not have the time to
devote to such activities because so
many of them worked outside the home
before it became fashionable to do so.

I KNOW Lorraine’s family will
miss her, as will her friends. She was

-
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LORRAINE LARK

only 48 — 100 young to die. But her life
was so well lived. It was so meaningful
and she was such a moving force, she
will be long remembered in Wheeling.
This doesn't ease the pain right now,
but in time her family will realize that
Lorraine changed the course of things
in Wheeling — for the best. Because
she was one of Lhe best.
[ will miss her.



An ancommon woman

The family and countless friends
of Loraine Lark have our heartfelt
sympathy. They have lost a wom-
an of rare commitment and un-
common devotion to her communi-
ty, a woman who unhesitatingly
volunteered when few others
would. Wheeling will always be the
better for her involvement in civic
affairs.

Mrs. Lark, who died Wednesday
at 48, served on the Wheeling Park
Board during its most significant
growth. First elected in 1967, she
served eight years as its president
and was re-elected to a third term
on the board last year. Under her

tutelage, the Wheeling Park Dis-
trict acquired and began renovat-
ing the Chevy Chase golf course
and clubhouse while continuing a
vigorous program of recreation
and park service throughout the
district — a program which has
won national recognition.

But Mrs. Lark didn't confine
herself to park activities. She as-
sumed the chairmanship of a spe-
cial commitlee to establish more
accountability in village hall, the
result of which was enactment of
the first official-recali ordinance
in 1llinois. She also headed a spe-
cial panel to explore the prospect

of declaring home rule, and the vil-
lage board followed the commit-
tee’s recommendations.

On top of all this, Mrs. Lark still
found time to devote to the village
historical society, to school activi-
ties and to church organizations.
Because of her and others like her,
residents of a home for the aged
were remembered at Christmas,
and kids who might otherwise have
been overlooked received toys and
loltipops from Santa.

Peocple like Loraine Lark do not
come along often. How sad it is
that she left so early.

Lorraine Lark dies

Friend is gone

ONE OF WHEELING'S unique ladies is gone.

Lorraine Lark, 48, who dedicated much of her life to the village of Wheeling,
died Wednesday, Sept. 17, at Chicago's Columbus Hospital.

“One of the things that comes to my mind right of way,”” savs Dave Phil-
lips, director of the Wheeling Park District, “'is the way she loved Wheeling. She
not oniy worked for the village but defended it as well.”

Lark served as a member of the Wheeling Park District's Board of Commis-
sioners and served as its president.

Her activities, however, were not limited there,

“WHEELING LOST its best friend when it lost Lorraine,” savs Alberta
Klocke, **and I lost mine.” Klocke, Wheeling Village Clerk, served with Lark on
severalactivities, including working with residents at Addolorata Villa. “'This
woman knew more about this town than any ten people 1 know,"” Klocke adds.

Village President Bill Hein said Lark was the kind of person that “if any-
thing had to be done, she would be the first one lo start getting it done. She was

a very civic-minded woman,

“She did a lot of things for people that were never in the papers,” Hein says,

i "‘She was quitc a remarkable woman,”
She is survived by her husband, Don; two sons, David and Scott; a grand-
daughter, Amanda, her mother, Elanor Swicczowski and three sisters; Elaine
Hintz, Geraldine Mann and Joan Jones.

rog

“SHE ALWAYS thought about the people of Wheeling,” says Klocke. *‘She
wanted to make Wheeling a better ptace to live. And thal's just what she did.”
Funeral services were held at St. Joseph the Worker Church on Saturday,
Sept. 20. In lieu of flowers, the family request that memorials be made to either
the Wheeling Park District, Wheeling Fire Department paramedics or the Chor-
al League at Wheeling High School.
For more on Lark's life and dedication to the village, see page four.




\ Activist Lark dead at 48

by Jim Davis
Hereld stalf writer

Lorraine Lark, one of Wheeling's
most prominent commurity leaders,
died Wednesday after a month-long ill-
ness.

An autopsy will be conducted to
determine the exact cause of death,
but Mrs. Lark, 48, was undergoing
treatment at Columbus Hospital, Chi-
cago. to discover the source of an ail-
ment that was causing liver and kidney
failure.

She had served on the Wheeling Park
Board since 1967, eight of those years
as president. Mrs. Lark also spent 15
years at village hall, starting as a
clerk. She was the village's purchasing
and payroll officer at the time of her
death. :

But beyond her official involvernent
in village affairs, her friends say, was

s come AN A -

a deep concern for other people and a
willingness to pitch in and help.

MRS. LARK'S community involve-
ment ranged from serving on numer-
ous school and church organizations,
the village historical society to organ-
izing Wheeling's "Lollipop Lane,” in
which she and other volunteers saw
that there were free toys and lollipops
for children at Christmas as well as
presents for the residents at Addolora-
ta Villa, a home for the aged.

“I think what she did came from a
love of Wheeling,” said Park Director
David Phillips. “She came to the de-
fense of the good name of Wheeling
and its citizens countless times.”

Mrs. Lark chaired a special citizens
committee formed when the village
wanted {0 become a home-rule com-
munity. That committee recommend-
ed, and the village board adpoted,
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measures limiting the broader taxing
powers that accompanies home-rule
powers when the proposal was ap-
proved by the voters in 1977.

When Wheeling was embroiled in po-
litical turmoil after the firing of for-

mer Village Mgr. Terry Zerkle, and
some citizens were clamoring for
greater accountability of their ¢lected
officials, Mrs. Lark headed another
special committee to study the issue.

THE RESULT was a recall ordi-
nance, the first one in 1llinois, giving
voters the power Lo remove public offi-
cials from office.

Services for Mrs. Lark will be at
9:30 a.m. Saturday at St. Joseph the
Worker Church in Wheeling. Visitation
will be from 4 to 9:30 p.m. Friday at
Kolssak of Wheeling Funeral Home,
Wheeling.

She is survived by her husband, Don-
ald; sons, David and Scott; daughter-in-
law, May; sisters, Geraldine Mann,
Elaine Hintz and Joan Jones; and her
mother, Eleanor Swieczkowski. Memo-
rials may be made to the Wheeling
Park District, Wheeling paramedics or
Wheeling High School Choral League.
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FRANK SCHNAITMANN in his painstaking

tack

#* A LIFE NEWSPAPER, THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 1981
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IN HONOR OF THE MEMORY OF Lorraine Lark, the Childertey Park Chape!
is being renamed the Lorraine Lark Chapel of the Orchard. (Photos by Jerrold

Turner)
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ENTRANCE TO THE chape! as workmen are busy inside. LETTERS ARE painted in in preparation for
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A sense of tranquility and history permeates the Childerly House grounds
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WHEELING

Park officials ma

Z /{/fo/
by Maribeth Vander Weele

Hersid slatt wntes

The Wheeling Park District tonight
is expected to take a key step toward
‘establishing a fall tax referendum.

The board will complete appoint-
ments Lo a citizens advisory commit-
tee Lo research what new parks and
buildings are needed, what projects
are most important and how much
money to ask for from voters.

“This work is extremely important
to identify and place those most im-
portant capital needs (fand and buld-
ings} before the voters,” said Park

Director David F, Phallips

The commitice of 20 Wheeling resi-
dents is being formed three years af-
ter voters defeated by a five to three
margin the district’s last request for
more tax money.

In 1982, the district asked for a
property tax increase from 45 to 70
cents per $100 assessed valuation to
buy, among other things. seven acres
of land in both the northeast and east

sections of town and construct a new ™

outdoor poal.

Those requests came after an 18-
member committee spent more than
700 manhours assembling a package

p fall tax r

for voters. Phillips sad
The downfall of the last ref
dum came in its timing and its
Phllips said.
“The local. state and national
“omy at that time were certain
factor.” Phillips said. “Poten
the size of the package was a fa
Phillips speculated it was voted
down also because voters knew thev
would be paving higher taxes for
Lake Michigan water instead of well
water in village water supplies. '
So far members of the committec
called the Capitul Needs Reassess

erendum

ment Advisory  Committee 1nclude
Pat Lavelta Cérrado, Barbara Ditt-
man. Christine Dolgopol, Lillian
Stiller, Ruth Wieder, Marge Hart-
man, Alice Wargo and Sonia Edel-
man. These volunteers were recruit-
ed by board members.

Board members are expected to
bring further appointments at their
regular meeting tonight. The park
board meets at 7 p.m. for its work-
shop session and at 8:30 p.m. for its
regular board meeting at Chevy
Chase Club House, 1000 N.
Milwaukee Ave. in Wheeling.
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'Family gives $500
to chapel garden

THE FAMILY of the late Edna
Wilkins recently donated $500 to
the Wheeling Park District for a
memaorial in het honor.

Mrs. Wilkins' husband, Hugh,
and her youngest sister, Barbara
Frillman, made the presentation
to John Plazzia at the Park Dis-
trict. The money is to be used for
restoration of a garden adjacent
to the Lorraine Lark Chapel
library at Childerly.

“She (Edna) loved it so much
here,” said Mr. Wilkins.

The chapel was built by Mrs.
Francis Crane Lillie, who owned
the Crane Farm and headed the
Crane Foundation for widows and
orphans.

Mrs. Wilkins spent part of her
childhood at the farm, which was
later purchased by the Park Dis-
trict and turned into Childerly
Park. Childerly is located at 506
McHenry Road.

Mrs. Lillie opened the farm to
help families who lost their
breadwinner Depression,  stay
together. During the Edna Ragu-
sin, a young widow with nine
children ranging in age from 6
weeks to 12 years, came to the
farm.

Edna, her daughter who later
became Mrs. Wilkins, was the
oldest of the girls. Mrs. Wilkins
wrote in her memoirs, "My first
impression of the farm was one of
despair,” because “adapted to
city life, I had little desire for the
quiet of the country.” However,
she soon changed her mind, and
as her memoirs state. life at
Childerly was anything but quiet
for Edna and her brothers and
sisters and childhood friends.

June
\ Stewart
“h—
|

Afterward, in her memoirs,
Mrs. Wilkins wrote, “It was a
lovely place, and I spent my hap-
piest years there.”

Life at Childerly, the farm, was

byl quiel, according to
1 kins' wrilings.

In addition to the planned activ-
ities of the farm, Edna and her
friends managed to think up plen.
ty of mischievous activities, such
as taking baskets of fruit to a
nearby stand to trade for candy
bars and seda pop.

Her recollections of “the farm"
bring back childhood memories
for anyone who has ever enjoyved
the fragrance of lillies of the val.
ley in the summer, or trudged
through the snow or tobogganed
in winter,

A partial copy of the memoirs
is at the Wheeling Historical Mu.
seum for anyone who would care
to see them. Contact Al Fantl, at
337.3119,

* 3 %
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Park district awarded
$228,000 state grant

By MARK MALEY

How do you buy six acres of prime
property worth nearly $500,000 and pay
just $7.000 for the land?

Ask the Wheeling Park District.

Thanks to a hefty contribution from an
Arlinglon Heights developer and a stale
grant, the park district is about to
purchase a parcel on the east side of
Wheeling for next te nothing.

The district found out last week that it's
been awarded a $228.000 grant from the
Illinois Department of Conservation to
apply toward the purchase of open space in
the Arlington Club development — a
project now under construction near
Dundee and Bulfalo Grove roads.

IN ADIMTION TO the state money —
which is part of Gov. James Thompson's
Build Illinois program — the district is
also the beneficiary of a $221,000
contribution from the developer of

rlington Club, Lexington Homes.

The state grant plus the money from

xington will just about cover the cost of

acre parcel. located on the wesl edge of
ngton Club. near Sarasota Drive. Once
‘tate money is released, the district
nly have to pay about $7.000 for the
rty, which is valued at $456,000.
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Had the state funding not been
approved, Lexington would have built
some multi-family housing on the site.
Instead, Lexington and the park district
have started negotiating for the land.

We're extremely pleased that we'll be
acquiring this park land,” said Dave
Phillips, park district manager. ‘“It's
exciting to be able to add that much open
tand in an area that otherwise would have
been developed.””

NOW THAT THE state grant has been
awarded, the district must get two
appraisals of the property and turn them
over to the department of conservation.
The park district has until the end of the
year to acquire the land.

Although the park district now has the
money to buy the site. Phillips said no
funds have been setl aside to develop the
park. The district is eyeing a proposal to
put a playground, a picnic area, a baseball
diamond, a soccer field and a
multipurpose courl on the park -
improvements that will cost an estimated
$67.000, Phiilips said.

The district’s Capital Needs
Reassessment  Advisory Committee is
fooking at possible development of thig
park as part of its overall study of the park
district’s needs. Phillips said. And the
commitlee will soon come up with
recommendations on what district-wide
improvements should be made, he said.
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Park board hedges on
early start for officer

H 2/

While Wheeling Park District staff is
hoping to start the park community
service officer program earller this year,
chances are it will begin at the usual time.

The park district has an
intergovernmental agreement with the
Wheeling Police Department for a park
community service officer who acts as a
visual deterrent te crime in the parks and
also helps direct the activities of children
inthe park.

It gives people a teeling of security in
the parks.” said Wheeling Police Chief
Michael Haeger.

The park district pays the largest
portion of the officer's salary. however,
the police department is responsible for
recruiting and supervising the individual.

PARK DISTRICT STAFF had proposed
that the program be expanded to April
through November rather than just during
the three summer months. Plus, staff
requested that the park district purchase a
vehicle for the park officer

But park commissioners refused to act
on the recommendation. When the issue
came up before the park board tast month
commissioners voled “'present” — a move
which in effect killed the recommendation

to start the program early.

Meanwhile, the police department will
begin interviewing applicants for the
position in about two weeks, Haeger sald.

Because park community service
officers are college students, the program
probably would not have been able Lo start
earlier even il the park beard went along
with the stafl's recommendation because
the students aren’t out of school until the
summer, Haeger said.

APPLICANTS ARE USUALLY
studying subjects related to parks and
administration or law enforcement, and
students who speak Spanish are preferred,
he said.

As for a vehicle, Haeger said his
department asked that the park district
provide a vehicle for the park communily
service officer this year because two
regular community service officers are
working at once during the summer and
there are only two cars designated for
those officers, Haeger said.

Park District Manager Dave Phillips
said the staff plans on asking the park
board for more details as to what kind of
vehicle it wants to purchase for the park
communily service officer.

Wheeling Countryside 5



Park district to vote tonight on
architect for recreation center study
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Wheeling Park Districl commissioners
will decide tonight who they want to study
a site for a community recreation center.

The district's Capital Needs
Reassessment Commillee is
recommending to the park board that the
architect firm of Unteed, Scaggs. Nelson
Lid.. of Elgin be hired for $6,100 to conduct
a leasibility study of Hawthorne School
hecoming a center site.

Hawthorne closed about five years ago
after enrollment dropped in District 21.

The park board is considering buying
Hawthorne School from District 21, and
Park District Manager Dave Phillips said
based on the condition of the building, the
board will be in a better position Lo discuss
possible purchase.

Commissioners narrowed the field ol
possible architects from four to two —
Unteed and James L. Ohle of Chicago —

and asked the 15-member citizens’
advisory commitlee to make a
recommendation.

Both companies are qualified, but
Unleed appeared to be more of a “we will”
organization while Ohle seemed lo be
saying “‘we can,”’ said Ed Main,
commitlee chairman,

Ohle had submitted a bid of $6,000 to
$8.000 and made a verbal presentation to
the committee while Unteed had a wrilten
presentation and a $6,100 bid. Main said.

The committee has asked that it work
with architect in identifying renovation
work or new construction that may be
needed or desirable in the 31,000-square-
foot school Development of a
community recreation center plan with
estimated cosls will also be required of the
architect. according to the committee's
plans.

Parl seek OK for center from panel

by Fran Guzie
and Evelyn Do

Harald atat wrilors

Before choosing an architect to
determine whether Hawthorne School
in Wheeling is suitable for 2 commu-
nity center, Wheeling Park District
commissioners want to make sure
they have the OK from their citizens
advisory commitlee.

Park commissioners, who Thurs-
day interviewed architecls, are now

[14(%¢

expected Lo hire a fir  nly after
members of its Capital ds Reas-
sessment Commitee ta th the ar-

chitects.

An architect is needed  provide a
feasibility study for the ible pur-
chase of the {orme wthorne

School, 200 Glendale Ave. The advi-
sory commitliee is recommending
that the park board launch a Novem-
ber tax referendum to buy the school
for a communily center.

Four architectural firms the park
board interviewed recently said they
would charge between $£6.000 and
$18.600 to conduct the study. Park of-
ficials said they thought that two of
those firms — Unteed, Scaggs. Nel-
son LTD. of Elgin and James Ohle
and Associates of Chicago. who of-
fered their services for $6,100 and
$6.000 to $8.000 respectively — were
mare reasonable.

THE OTHER firms were Cody
Braun and Associates of Lisle for
$9.900 and Orville I. Kurts and Asso-

ciates of Des Plaines for $18.650.

Commissioner Julia D. Robberson
said she was not sure the board was
following the right procedure by hir-
ing an architect withoul a recommen-
dation from the advisory committee.

But another commissioner wanted
the board 10 act and was dismayed
that advisory commitiee members
had not attended the interviews. 1
would like to see us go ahead and say
this is it.” Commissioner Donald P,
Lark said. “I'm very disturbed
they're not here.”

Only one advisory member, Ruth
Wieder, had atiended the meeting,
but originally as a spectator. “You
can’t proceed without some profes-
sional direction. How can you go be-
fore the communily with a referen-

dum without backing it up?” she
asked.

THE ADVISORY commitlce is
scheduled to meet with the architects
at its regular meeting beginning at
7:30 p.m. Tuesday in the Devonshire
Room of Chevy Chase Clubhouse,
1000 N. Milwaukee Ave.

Once selected, the architect would
study whether the schoo! could be
converted into a commurily center.
The advisory committee is proposing
raising the tax rate 25 percent — or
12 cents — per $100 assessed valua-
tion to buy and refurbish the school at
a cost'of $1 million.

That could mean the owner of a
$60.000 house could pay $11.52 more
in taxes to the park district.
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Parks director cites

by Evelyn Dorman
Hotald stalf wriler

To his friends and even some of his
critics, David F. Phillips was beyond
reproach when it came to assessing
his dedication to the Wheeling Park
District.

But amid the shock and surprise of
his sudden resignation Sunday, those
closely involved with the park dis-
trict are beginning to wonder
whether Phillips was forced out by
park commissioners or whether he
left after 14 years to save face.

In the past, Phillips seemed to
weather the controversy and critj-
cism over park district methods.

For cxample, last vear it was dis-
covered that he had used an in-house
compensation system {o grant park
discounts to “friends of the park.”
and that the park district had not per-
formed maintenance on ils district
vehicles. Nor had the district’s Nep-
tune’s Pool been maintained, ‘and
‘ some park employees had forfeited

weeks of vacation and put in hun-
dreds of hours of uncompensated
overtime.

AT THAT time. it was reported
that the park board was working on
those problems,

This yecar, park commissioners
have called for an auditor to scrutin-
ize the 1986 preliminary budget, and
were holding up a pay raise for Phil-
lips, who was paid §44.107 annually,

' pending a review of his performance.

Insiders now are speculating that
Phillips’ resignation may have to do
with a recent outburst by district em-

' ployces threatening o unionize and
strike if they did not receive raises.

Although the board earlier this
month approved granting mherit rais-
es of 4, 5 and 4 percent over the next
three years, those employces last
week charged they were promised 8-
percent raises by January 1986.

only personal decision

Phillips. 37, may have been an
unwitting scapegoat by being blamed
for causing the mix-up, sources say.

The resignation of 19-year employ-
ee Pat Hancock, Phillips’ secretary, a
day after his departure added more
confusion to the situation. Her expla-
nation for her quitting was: “Now is
the time to change. He (Phillips} left.
I don’t know why except he said it
was personal. I can’t break in another
superintendent.”

PARK DISTRICT commissioners
and Phillips have consistently
refused to disclose what brought
about Phillips’ resignation or what
created such an emergency that they
called a closed meeting on a Sunday.

“There were things occurring that
could not wait. [t was an emergency
meeting,” Park Board President An-
thony Abruscato said. In the end,
there was a unanimous decision to ac-
cept Phillips’ resignation, he said.

“Right now we're trying to keep
the place going," Abruscato said. "1
don't see this as a time for factions.
It's a time to work together and pull
together and move forward instead of
dwelling on the past decision. We
need to get things rolling and get a
new parks director.”

Phillips" only comment has been
that his resignation was “‘a personal
decision™ and that he was "just going
to take it easy and reassess my ca-
reer direction. I wish the district and
the community well.”

Even though some in the communi-
ty directed criticism aboutl the park
district Phillips’ way, they say they
never questioned his dedication to the
park district, which some termed “his
baby.”

“IT WAS a shock to us,” said Frank
J Schnaitmann, president of the
Wheeling Historical Society and a
former park commissioner. “You'd
always try to get hold of Dave and he

end

of era

was always at Chevy Chase (Club-
house).”

Schnaitmann’s wife, Lonnie,
agreed. “You could always get mad
at him and rant and rave, but he
would always sit down and listen to
you. I just can’t believe it (his resig-
nation}.”

Said Edward H. Main recently,”.

It was ‘a personal decision’ to
resign. “I'm just going to take it
easy and reassess my career
direction.”

"I hope the commissioners find a
replacement with as good a
character and concern for the
park.”

— Citizens advisory committee
Chairman Edward R. Main

— Former Park Director
David F. Phillips

1 found him open and above board:
yes, even in  areas where we
disagreed.. [ hope the commission-
ers find a replacement with as good a
character and concern for the park.”

Phillips began his tenure with the
park district in 1972, first as director
of recreation.



Puppy love

Toni Muelter is all smiles as she proudiy holds her dog Bandit at a kids' dog
show sponsored by the Wheeling Park District. Tonl entered Bandit — who

had a broken leg — in the best costume compaetition. Turn to page 15 for
more photos. (Stalf photo by Danlel White)
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Adult open gym
Heritage Park offers open gym to all residents at
222 S. Woll Road, Wheeling. Call the Wheeling
Park District at 537-2222.

9-4 p.m. Saturday Cosl: $1

Garden Piots

The Wheeling Park District provides 250 garden
plot sites for personal gardening purposes, Gar-
den plots are focated on the west side of Wheel-
ing Road just south of Dundee Road. Plots are
assigned on a permanent basis. with annual reg-
istration taken to conlirm piot assignments. Call
the park district at $37-2222.

Flexible hours Cost: Free

Men Only
Men 55-years-oid and older can join this "men’s
only” group for pregramming and trips of special
interest to men including a special breakfast. Pa-
viliion Senior Center, 199 N. First St.. Wheeling.
Cail the Pavillion Senmior Center at 459-2670.
First & third Fridays of the month Cost: Free

of

A guide to recreation in Wheeling

Stamp Collecting
The Senior Pavillion offers a club for stamp collec-
tors. The program teaches about the history of dif-
ferent countries through collecting at the center, 199
N First St., Wheeling. Meeting times are tentalive,
so call 459-2670.
10:30 a.m. Wednesdays Cost: Free
Ballroom Dancing
Dancing is open to the music of the big bands at the
Chevy Chase Country Club, Wednesday evenings
and the last Friday of the month, 1000 N. Milwaukee
Avenue, Wheeling. Cash bar. Singles are welcome.
Call 537-0082.
8:30-11:30 p.m. Wednesdays
8:30-11:30 p.m. last Friday of month Cost: $5.75
Open recreation

Lattot YMCA, 300 E. Northwest Hwy., Des Plaines,
offers open swim and men’'s basketball. a running
track and use of exercise equipment with the pur-
chase of a daily guest pass. Call 296-3376.
6:30 a.m.-9 p.m. daily

Cost: $5 aduits, $3 children

st



Citizens say more seats
needed on park board

By C.L. WALLER

There could be three commissioners
elected to the Wheeling park board next
spring instead of one if the park district's
citizens advisory committee has its way.

The district’s Capital Needs
Reassessment Advisory Commitlee is
recommending to the park board that it
increase from five to seven members.

Commissioner Jim Gallagher's term
will be open in the April. 1987 election.
Adding two more seats to the board would
mean voters would elect three
commissioners in the spring race.

The park board has been made up of five
members for the past 25 years. But the
members of the park district advisory
group say are not enough for continued
growth of the district or even present size
of the district. *"The number of people and
the land it controls has increased.” said
Greg Klatecki, chairman of the citizens'
commiitee.

THE ISSUE OF more members is
important at this time. Klatecki said,
“Bringing it up now gives them (board
members) ample time to decide before the
election.””

The committee members also say the
five board members are spread too thin
and two more people would help share the
load.

The Capital Needs Reassessment
Advisory Committee was appointed by the
park board and s charged with reviewing
the park district's facilily needs. The
committee Is also cxpected to come up
with a recommendation on whether the
district should seek a property tax hike
referendum to purchase additional
facilities for the district.

Klatecki, who also serves on Wheeling's
seven-member zoning board of appeals,
sald almost every village commitiee has
seven members.

Occasionally park board members are
nol able to make meetings and with two
extra members, it's likely that more
members will be in attendance, he said.

THE COMMITTEE'S PROPOSAL also

IIZYP 1A

calls for commissioners’ terms to be
shortened from six to four years,

Six years is too long for one person to
obligate himself as shown historically by
the number of board resignations and
unfulfilled terms, according to the
commiltee. Many park board members
have left office either because of job
changes or illness, Klatecki said.

Other reasons the committee gave for
shorter terms include: new blood being
important for rapid growth, changing
times and the need for a progressive
attitude; more qualified people might be
interested in being park board members i
the terms were shorter: and there is a
continuily and stability in staggered terms
and re-election.

Klatecki said four of the five members
present at last week's park board meeting
said they were in favor of the proposal.

KLATECKI SAID THE changes would
not alfect present board members. **They
got elecled to a six-year term and let them
finish it,”" he said.

As a possible candidate next spring,
commissioner Gallagher said he would
prefer a shorter't “TwTrore
is along time,” he said.

Gallagher alse said he is in favor of more
members on the board. “Right now, if the
board comes up with any comuuiltees, we
fee! like we all have to be there,"” he said.

Commissioner Ed Klocke said he had no
opinion regarding a seven-member board,
but he did say he was in favor of shorter
terms. Klocke is in his second term and
elghth year on the board.

Board President Tony Abruscato
declined to comment on the committee's
proposal, saying he hadn't had enough
time to study the recommendations.

Klocke said the park board will discuss
the commiltee’s proposal in September.

Gallagher said the state code governing
park districis allows park boards Lo
increase in size or shorten terms either by
passing a resolution or presenting the
question in a referenum to district voters.
He satd if the board did make the change
they would probably do so by passing a
resobution, not conducting a referendum.
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Community center in
park district’s future?

Whether Hawthorne Schoo! should
be converted inlo a community cen-
ter and how Wheeling parks should be
improved will be the focus tonight
when the Wheeling Park District's
citizens advisory committee meets.

The Capital Needs Reassessment
Advisory Committee hopes to deliver
its rccommendations to park com-
missioners next month.

The commitlee’'s decision to rec-
ommend Lhe park board buy
Hawthorne School, 200 Glendale
Ave,, hinges on how much Wheeling
Township Elementary District 21 is
selhing it for.

AND EVEN though an architect
has deemed the school in good condi-
tion for such a conversion, commitice
members said they did not know if it
would be feasible to purchase the
schoot when other areas of the park
district need improvermnents.

The committee meets at 7 p.m. in

Devonshire room of the Chevy
se Clubhouse, 1000 N. Milwaukee

sides ruling on Hawthorne
School, the committee hopes to wrap

up its decisions on what improve-
ments should be made to the district’s
parks.

The commuttee is considering mak-
ing play areas safer by instailing new
equipment. Commitiee members
want to make sure play equipment
meets national safety standards be-
cause of the liability insurance crisis
that has made many public bodics
across the country scramble for cov-
erage.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS also
have expressed inlerest in making
improvements to the Chamber of
Commerce Park Church, which could
include restoring its pews and up-
grading siding, windows, roofing and
gutters and making il accessible 1o
the handicapped.

It could cost roughly $276,000 to
replace and upgrade playground
equipment and $1.3 million to con-
vert Hawthorne School. Committee
members have yet to decide whether
they would recommend the work be
phased in to future spending plans or
whether to propose launching a tax
referendum to foot the biil.




Park officials
contract for big

Removal of asbestos from four facilities
n the Wheeling Park District will get
underway in September, following
awarding of a contract to an asbestos
removal company last week.

A $258,000 bid from Asbestos Control,
Inc., was approved by park board
members last week.

S§t. Joan’s House at Childerley Park,
Heritage Recreation Cenler at Herltage
Park, Neptune's Pool at Wheeling High
Scheol and Chevy Chase Clubhouse at the
Chevy Chase golf course and club will each
have asbeslos removed within six weeks of
the time work begins.

A $31.500 bid was also approved for Air
Quality Testing to provide asbestos
management services while the asbestlos
is being removed.

Air Quality's dulies include approving
the contractor's work plans and programs,
Jaily air sampling to insure no asbestos
releases to the outside or other building
areas, approval of work site containments,
overseeing all regulatory document filings
and provide a full written report of how the
project was carried out.

Tyrsdpy,dune J3. 1968

award $258,000
asbestos project

Air Quality was previously hired by the
park board at a fee of $8,500 to conduct
Phase 2 of the project, which included
drawing up plans and specifications for
bidding contractors.

The total project cost is expected lo be
$298,400 and park staff members are
looking into cbtaining a three-year loan to
pay lor the asbestos remova)l

Based on the total project cost, the park
district is looking at an installment
contract of $93,635 per year. Principal and
interest will be repaid from the tort
immunity fund which has a tax rate
budgeted at 4.65 cenlis per $i00 assessed
valuation for this year.

Acting Park District Manager John
Muno said ebtaining a loan and repaying it
over a three-year period will mean the tax
rate stays about the same. Next year, the
tax rate for fort immunity is projected at
4.56 cenls per $100 assessed valuation, he
said.

Paying for the entire amount all at once
would mean risking an increase in the tax
rate, Muno said.

Thoersday, June 12, 1906



Voters’ support key to
park district progress

By MARK MALEY

When the Wheeling Park District has
aeeded the support of the commutnity for
new parks and facllities, residents have
come through with fiying colors.

In the district’s 25-year history, park
olticials have asked volers to approve
property tax referenda six times to either
buy or improve parks and facilties. Five of
the six tax questions were OK'd by voters.

In fact, Heritage Park, Chevy Chase golf
course and clubhouse, and Neptune's
Indoor Pool are all part of the Wheeling
park system because voters gave the go-
aheud to park distrclet tax proposals.

When the newly-created park district
wanted to purchase a 66-acre parcel of
land near Dundee and Hintz roads for its
first real park, Heritage Park, residents
approved a property tax referendum that
enabled the district to buy the land.

IN 1967, WHEN the district wanted to
begin tevying property laxes lor
recreation- programs for the [irst time,
voters again said *'yes.”"

Two years later, the park district asked
voters to OK an $850,000 bond issue thal
provided funds to build an Indoor pool at
Wheeling High School, and to purchase
and renovate the old Wheeling Community
Pool at Chamber Park, which closed in
1979

That referendum, which was approved
in June, 1969, added about $12 a year to the
properly tax bill of the average Wheeling
homeowner.

In 1972, voters approved a $700,000 tax
referendum that funded major
improvements to Heritage Park, Chamber
Park and seven District 21 school sites.
Thal money and a $500,000 federa) grant
were also used to purchase a 10-acre site

on Schoenbeck Road that became Horizon
Park.

PARK OFFICIALS ASKED voters to
approve Lhe referendum to preserve open
space. The new parks would serve as a
hedge against future development, they
said.

*We have a responsibility to our families
and our cemmunity lo provide open space
tands while it still exists,”’ former park
board president Lorraine E. Lark said ina
letter to residents prior to the December,
1972 vole. “The time to act is now. Qur
parks and recreational facilities can be
our community’s greatest asset.”

Residents apparently agreed with Lark,
as the referendum passed and the park
sites were acquired and developed. The
$200,000 bond issue added about $7
annually to a resident with a home
assessed at $10,000.

While that referendum played an
important role in the park district’s
growth, it paled by comparison to the $§3.7
million tax vole that look place five years
later. That referendum, which was the
Yarges! in Illincis al the time, provided the
money to purchase and develop Chevy
Chase and Childerley Park.

EVEN THOUGH RESIDENTS had
approved four previous referenda, park
officials al the time were unsure if they
would have the same luck this time
around, said Frank Schnaltmann, who was
on the park board al the time.

*Any time you go through a referendum
you are hoping that it will pass, but you
don't know what the outcome will be,"" said
Schnaitmann, a park commissioner (rom
1975 to 1981. **This was a big referendum,
which we were very pleased was passed."’

As was lhe case with the previous

Former park commissioner Arthur Aronson moves a shoval full ot dirt during
groundbreaking ceremonies al Heritage Park in 1964. The 66-acre park, the
district’s first, was purchased after voter's approved the first of five property

tax referenda. (Park district photos)

referendum, park officials urged voters to
approve the tax hike lo preserve open
space. Had the park district not acquired
the 128-acre Chevy Chase propertly, the
land may have been sold for a multi-family
development.

*“The retention of open space [or our
children and our children's children is of
upmost Impertance for the continued
balanced growth of our community," a
park board statement said juslt prior to the

- (Continued on page 17)




DID YOU KNOW?

WHEELING PARK DISTRICT
TWENTY FIVE YEARS OF SERVICE

Did you know that January of 1986 marks the 25th Anniversary of the formation of the Wheeling Park District?

Initiated by a group of interested citizens, the County Clerk was petitioned for an elaction to form a Park
District and elect a governing Board of Park Commissioners in January of 1961. That citizen involvement
and desire to provide the community with park fand, recreation tacilities and programs was the beginning
of the development of the Wheeling Park District. That citizen initiation and involvement remains the strength
of the Wheeling Park District 1oday.

The following is a brief history of the important dates in the acquisition and development of the Wheeling
Park District properties and facilities.

June, 1961— Initial programs and activities of the Wheeling Park District conducted in various
School District #21 schools and playgrounds. due 10 no land or facilities owned by
the Wheeling Park District,

March, 1962— Meadowbrook Tot Lot, a 2 acre neighborhood playground park site purchased.

March, 1964— Successful referendum passed to build a recreation fieldhouse and purchase 66 acres
of park land known as Heritage Park,

June, 1964— Purchase of a 5 acre park site known as Husky Park.
May, 1966— Purchase and installation of original playground equipment at school sites.
Dacember, 1967— Successful elaction authorizing a 1ax levy for recrealion programs.
April, 1969— Purchase of Chamber Park.

Juneg, 1969— Successtul referendum to fund the construction of Neptune's Indoor Pool ang the
purchase of the Chamber Park Community Outdoor Pool.

Novemnbaer, 1969— Community Qutdoor Pool purchased from Wheeling Community Pool Commities.
June, 1970— Purchase of Northside Park.

December, 1972— Successful referendum to purchase Horizon Park and further develop park and school
sites. ’

March, 1977— Successful referendum to purchase Chevy Chase Ciubhouse and Golf Course and
Childeriey Park.

October, 1978— Wheeling Park District receives the National Gold Medal Award recognizing it as the
nation's outstanding park and recreation agency.

January, 1984— State Grant approved for the purchase and development of Horizon Park,

As you can see, the Wheeling Park District has grown and developed tremendously in size and quality since
its formation in 1961. This growth and progress is primarily due to a community that is involved, suppor-
tive, and takas pride in its accomplishments, while holding out even higher expectations.

Tha 25th Anniversary of the Wheeling Park District is a reminder that the Park District has an established
history, and that we are building on that history for our next 25 years of service.
Thank you for participating in our events!
Please continue to do sol




Parks
celebrate
25 years

A time capsule, cake and an ouldoor
concert will all be part of Wheeling
Park District's celebration of its silver
anniversary.

The public is invited to start off the
all-day celebration Sunday at 9 a.m.
wilh an all denomination service at the
Lorraine E Lark, Chapel of the
Orchard at Childerley Park, 506
McHenry Road. The Rev. Howard
Miller, Rabbi Hordecal Rosen and the
Rev. George Mulcahey, representing
three denominations. wili conduct the
service. Participants are asked to bring
lawn chairs because I weather
permits, il will be an cutdoor service.
Coffee, doughnuis and juice will be
served after the service at St. Joan's
House, located a few feet from the
chapel.

HORIZON PARK. 378 Schoenbeck
Road, will be dedicated at noon and &
youth baseball game will begin at 12:30
p-m. at the park.

A carnival-like atmosphere will occur
from 1103 p.m. at Heritage Park, 222 8.
Wolt Road. A time capsule will be put
{ogether and olher planned activities
include a balloon launch, an animal
kingdom show. clowns, face painting
and children’s games.

From 3:30 to 5:30 p.m., park district
enthusiasts can travel to Chamber
Park, 251 N. Woll Road, where an Ice
cream social and an outdoor concert
will be held.

' Countryside is saluling the park district

Al 6:30 p.m., the Audrae Duke
Memorial will be presented at Chevy
Chase, 1000 N. Milwaukee Ave. Duke
was one of Lhe (irst park district board
members and an instigator in forming
the Wheeling Park District.

THE PARK BOARD and guests will
welcome residents from 7 to 10 p.m. at
Chevy Chase where the anniversary
cake will be cut and cocktails, hors d’
oeuvres and a sweet table wlll be
available. There will also be dancing
and entertainment by Vito Buffalo and
his orchestra.

This week, In conjunction with the
anniversary celebrations, the Wheeling

with a speclal report that begins on
page 14.

This historical (eature includes
stories on how the park district went
from an all-volunteer organlzation to a
district with a multi-million dollar
budget, on the myslericus pasl of the
Chevy Chase Country Club and on whoe
various property tax referenda played
key roles in the success of the park
district.

On page 10, Wheeling Park Board
President Tony Abruscato has a special
guest essay for district residents to
honor Lhe occasion.

Thursday. Jaly 2‘;'1‘[!“'-—‘

Parks to fete 25th anniversary

By LINDA COOPER
Correspondent

The Wheeling Park District last
week unveiled the ceremonial
schedule for its 25th anniversary
celebration Sunday, July 2T.

The festivities will take place at
Horizon Park, Chamber Park
Church and the main lobby area of
Chevy Chase,

At noon on Sunday, Commission.
er Anthony Abruscato will present

a brief background about the pur-
chase and development of Horizon
Park at that location. Commemor-
ating the park, a plaque will be
mounted on the front lawn area.

Events will ¢continue at 3:30 p.m.
at Chamber Park Church, where
the history of the original location
of the church and the relocation to
Chamber Park will be discussed.
The presentation of a historical
marker will be permanently placed
at the site.

At Chevy Chase, at 6:30 p.m., a
presentation will be held in honor
of Audra Duke, co-founder of the
Park District. A plaque, which will
later be permanently placed in the
front entrance, will be presented.
The celebration at Chevy Chase
will alse include a look at the Park
District's past, present and future.
Also op the agenda is mention of
past commissioners, volunteer

‘recognition and an anniversary

cake cutling.
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Parks celebrate 25th anniversar y

The Wheeling Park District is plan-
ning & day of fun and events to help
celebrate its 25th Anniversary. The
party will be held on Sunday at vari-
ous parks and facilities. Al 9 am.,
there will be an ecumenical service
at Childerley Chapel at 506 McHenry
Roag. followed by refreshments in St.
Joan's House. At noon, there will be a
dedication ceremony at  Horizon
Park, 378 Schoenbeck Road, followed
by Youth Baseball Exhibition.

From 1 to 3 p.m., Heritage Park
will be having an animal kingdom
show, ballesn launch, face painting,
children’s games, popeorn, candy and
clowms, From 3.30 to 5:30 p.m., there
wiil be an ice cream social, an out-
door concert and the Historical Soci-
ety will be having a special exhibit in
the Museurn at Chamber Park, 251 N.
Wolf Road.

Starting at 6:30 p.m., Chevy Chase,
1000 IN. Milwaukee Ave., will be hav-
ing the dedication of the Audrae Duke
Memorial and fromn 7 to 10 pm,
there will be dancing and entertain-
menl, cake cuiting ceremony, hors ¢’
ocuvres and sweet table.

All events are free and all resi-
dents of Wheeling are invited to at-
tend one or all of the events,

Soccer registration

The Wheeling Park District, due to
popular demand has extended its fall
soccer registration unti) Aug. 10. This
will be your last opportunity {o sign
up for a team and play {all soccer so

River Trails offers early A.M. swiia

To avoid the crowds and get in the
swim early, the River Trails Park
District is offering an early morning
swim at the Woodland Trails Pool. It
is from 7 to 8 a.m. on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Admission is by a pool to-
ken or $1.25. The early morning swim
will be offered through Aug. 28. The

River Trails parks

temperature must be above 60 de¢
grees at 6:45 am. for the pool t
open. Call 296-7666 for the tempera
ture that we use. For more informa
tion, call 293-4445.

In the parks

de not hesitate and register NOW,

Games will be played on Saturdays
at Holmes Jr. High School and prac-
tices during the week. Children are
divided into 4 divisions: 1st and 2nd
grade, 3rd and 4th grade, 5th and 6th
grade and 7th and 8th grade. Fee is
$25. for first child and $22 for second
child. Fee includes tuition. For more
information cail the Park District at
537-2222.

Senior events

The Wheeling Park District offers
many senijor events, which are held at
our new Pavilion Senior Center. For
more information on programs de-
signed just for adults 55 and older,
please call the Senior Center at 459-
2670.

Along with their weekly program,
many special events and trips are
planned. Don't hesitate, come on out

and recreate and have good old fash
ioned fun,

Flag football camp

This new program offered by the
park district is designed for fourtl
through eighth graders who are look
ing for a fun, recreational and helpfu
introduction to football.

Age groups will be divided wit}
emphasis on learning skills, safety
and technigues for each age group
Ciasses will be conducted at the
Wheeling High School practice foot-
ball field and supervised by the high
school's league champion coaches
Rick Benedetto, Burt Perlow ang
their staff. Classes will be held on
Tuesday and Thursday from 2:30 tc
4:30 p.m. starting July 29 and runming
to Aug. 21.

Fee is $20 for residents and $30 for
non-residents. Registration is now
being taken at Heritage Park. For
more information, call the park dis-
trict at 537-2222.




Wheeling parks to
celebrate 25th year

by Evelyn Dorman

2/ 2%/ gz

The Wheeling Park District will
celebrate its 25th anniversary with a
day of activities July 27,

The park district expects to start
the celebration with with a service at
Childerly Chapel, followed by a dedi-
cation of Horizon Park. the most re-
cent addition to the park system.

The list of day-long activities in-
cludes a memorial tree planting,
time capsule ceremony, children's
games, balloon launch and ice cream
social. The celebration will conclude
with an evening of speeches and
dancing at the Chevy Chase Country
Club.

The anniversary celebration is ex-
pected to cost the park district about
$2.500, which will come oul of the
district's corporate contingency fund.

“We're excited about the celebra-
tion.” David F. Phillips. park district
director, said. “We think it will be a
great opportunity to bring the com-

Heetakd 41off witter

munity together and be a positive ac-
Livity.”

THE PARK district was formed in
1961 after a group of interested citi-
zens petitioned the Cook County clerk
for an election to form a park district
and select a board of park commis-
sioners. At the time. park programs
were held in Wheeling Township Ele-
mentary District 21 schools.

The next year, the Meadowbrook
Tot Lot was purchased for a play-
ground site, but the first park wasn't
bult until 1964 when veters approved
a tax referendum to purchase 66
acres in central Wheeling for the site
now known as Heritage Park.

Growth of the district has added
Neptune's Pool, Chevy Chase Club-
house and Golf Course, and six parks.

The Wheeling park district offers
residents recreation, educational and
leisure activities.

“We're trying to use this as a cele-
bration and as a way to promote our
services,” Philtips said. “We can al-
ways do a better job of that.”

Parks set for silver celebration

by Evelyn Dorman

Harald statl whler

What began as 900 acres of farm-
fand 25 years ago has evolved into
eight parks, an indoor swimming
pool, a country club and a golf course
for Wheeling residents.

To those closely involved with the
park district, that feat is serncthing
to celebrate. So on Sunday, the
Wheeling Park District will host a
day full of activities Lo celebrate its
25th anniversary.

The events begin at 9 a.m. with an
ecumenical service at Childerley
Park, 506 McHenry Road. Those at-
tending are asked to bring their own
lawn chairs. Following the service
will be refreshments at St. Joan's
House, 506 McHenry Road. Other ac-
tivities, including a youth baseball
game, an ice cream social, park dedi-

cation and presentation of a time
capsule, will be held as the day
progresses at various park sites.’

ALTHOUGH THE district was not
formed until a referendum was
passed in 1960, its origins can be
traced back to 1956. when Audrae L.
Duke moved into Wheeling, which
then had 974 residents.

“When we all moved here, there
were ne parks, library and no facili-
ties as we know them today,” Barba-
ra Farr, a friend of Duke, said. ‘She
became a community activist and
was on the steering committee from
the very beginning and participated
in the referendum to establish the
distriet.”

Whitman Elementary School, at
133 S. Wille Ave., and a few vacant
farm fields provided the only recre-
ation spots for children at the time,
prompting Duke to organize a steer-

ing committee to launch a park dis-
trict master plan.

The first hurdle was the disannexa-
tion of 900 acres of land in the Dun-
hurst and Hollywood Ridge subdivi-
sions of Wheeling in 1959. That land,
known as the Wheeling Rural Dis-
trict, acted as a “preventative” to
keep rural farm property out of vil-
lage park taxing districts.

WITH THAT land disannexed,
Wheeling voters approved forming
the Wheeling Park District on Dec,
23. 1960, by a vote of 152 to 27. Duke
was clected as the district’s first
president.

“She was just a super person,” said
Ruth Wieder, who is organizing a me-
morial to Duke, who died in 1972, as
part of the anniversary celebration.
“In the beginning, there was nothing.
The people of Wheeling really have

{Continued on Page 5)



BOUNDARIES AND FACILITIES
WHEELING PARK DISTRICT

PARK LOCATIONS
HERITAGE PARK (Racreation Administra-
tion Building) 537-2222
222 South Wolif Road
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PARK
{ Community Meeting Center, Museum)
537-9698
251 North Woll Road 6 acres
HUSKY PARK {Behind London Jr. High)

66 acres

Lee Street 5 acres

Lee Street 5 acres
NORTHSIDE PARK

220 Glandale 3 acras

NEPTUNE'S RECREATION CENTER
{Indoor Pool, Den & Health Club) 537-7895

900 South Elmhurst Road 1 acre
MEADOW BROOK TOT LOT

Nancy Lane 1/2 acre
HORIZON PARK

378 Schoenbeck Road 10 acres
CHILDERLEY PARK 537-8990

506 McHenry Road 13 acres

CHEVY CHASE 18 HOLE PUBLIC GOLF
COURSE & CLUB HOUSE 537-2930
General Administration Offices

1000 North Milwaukae Avenus 125.5
acres

MALIBU PARK
Lakeview Drive 1 acre

BOUNDARIES AND FACILITIES

WHEELING PARK DISRICT
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Park district ready
to celebrate No. 25

{Continued from Page 1}
participated and cared and have
helped form the district.”

By March 1962, the district had
purchased a half-acre on Naney Lane
for the Meadowbrook Tot Lot. Subse-
quent referendums in 1964, 1969.
1972 and 1977 helped the district
build Neptune's Pool and a recreation
field house, purchase 66 acres for
Heritage Park. and acquire the dis-
trict’s crown jewel, the Chevy Chase
Country Club and golf course on
Milwaukee Avenue.

In the beginning years, Eugene W,
Sackett, as first park district superin-
tendent, helped orchestrate the devel-
opment of recreation.

FERDINAND ARNDT became the
district’s first full-time superintend-
ent in 1966 until he stepped down in
1972, Arndt was instrumental in the
park district's acquisition of Cham-
ber of Commerce and North Side
parks.

Arndl was replaced by David F.
Phillips. who resigned three months
ago after spending 14 years guiding
the district through its growth from
six sites to eight. Under Phillips, the
district bought and developed the Ty-
dor-styled Chevy Chase Country Club
and golf course and Horizon Park and

recently purchased four acres near
the Polo Run subdivision and are
negotiating the purchase of six acres
at the former Arlington Heights
Country Club.

A citizens’ advisory commitiee is
expected to recommend the park
board improve its facilitics and possi-
bly consider acquiring a school build-
ing for a community center in the fu-
ture.

“Laooking back it doesn’t seem like
25 years,” Wieder said. It seems like
just yesterday. Time moves so fast
until vou recognize what is done.
There’s still a lot to be done. It's not
over. We have a lot todo.”

Saturday, July 26, 1886 Section 1—5

THE Da!ly HeRdLD

Wheeling Park District’s
25th anniversary celebration

won a National Gold Medal Award,
recognizing it as an outstanding park
and recreation agency.

John C. Muno Jr. currently is the Sunday
acting parks manager. . .
Newest additions to the district in- 9am. Ecumenical SeRrVI(‘:je. Childerley Park,
i ieh 506 McHenry Road.
o . W .
ggga:lednzac;n nl;z;k Su:&;: 'sa: osl.;g 9:30 a.m. Refreshments, St Joan's House, 506 McHenry Road.
T e MO Noon dedication of Horizon Park, 378 Schoenbeck
Schoenbeck Road. District officials Road.
12:30 p.m. Youth Baseball Game, Horizon Park.
1-3 p.m. Bakloon Launch, Heritage Park. 222 S. Wolf Road.

Animal kingdom show,

Clown and character shows.

Face painting.

Children’s games and petting zoos.

Ice cream social and outdoor concerts, Chamber

Park, 251 $. Wolf Road.

6:30 p.m. Audrae Duke Memorial and time capsule presenta-
tions, Chevy Chase Country Club, 1000 N.
Milwaukee Ave,

7-10 p.m. Anniversary cake-culting ceremony, Chevy Chase
Country Club, 1000 N, Milwaukee Ave.
Welcome ceremony.
Cocktails and hors d'oeuvres. sweet table,
Dancing and entertainment by Vito Buttalo and
his orchestra.

3:30-5:30 p.m.




adness

Dozens of Wheeling kids had some good
clean fun at Heritage Park last week as they
teok part in the park district’s **Mud
Madness’’ day. Park district staffers created
a giant mud pit by flooding the ice skating
area al the park and then turned the kids
loose on each other. Participants got dirty
from head to toe as they went through an
obstacle couse, played tug-o-war and buried
cach other in the mess. '

Staff photos by Daniel White

At left, park disirict camp counselor Randy Peterson
l R barks out Instructions prior to the activitiea. Below, a
"? v & * youth decldes io siay clean Instead of joining in on
A T A, tha tug-o-war.

. »

7 /2 / &E

h

pa as he

pray of a

in the mud.
irehose after getling cleaned off.

y Hartog in a
Above, Paul Giordano tries to

escape from the cool 8

At left, Randy Peterson sli
talls to tackie Trace

football scrimmage
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Top, 8 youngster maneuvers through the muddy-obstacle course. Above, three
participants seem to be enjoying the ""bury your friead’ activity. At left, David Gross
gots & tace fult of water as he's hosad down following the Mud Madness event.
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On the cover

it's now wused for aerobics
classes and park board e
meatings, but in its heyday the -
Chevy Chase Counliry Club was
the entertalament and

pambling mecca of the

suburbs. This week, as part o

our special report on the
Wheeling Park District's 25th
anniversary, we take a 100k at

the mysterious past of Chevy
Chase. Coverage starts on b
page 14. *

Statf photo by
« \,.




Volunteers kept district going in early years

% ) T

e I T

Youngsters ready 1o take a dive at the park district’s old community pool
al Chamber Park. The pool. which the district acquired in 1969 thanks o a
propearty tax referendum, was closad for good a decade later.

Although the Wheeling Park District officially turned 25
years old in January, the district is marking the occasion
with a special celebration this weekend. We, too, are
honoring the Wheeling Park District and its contributions to
the community with a special report that takes an up-close
look at the history of the park system.

It was just a tot lot in the beginning.

Like most new organizations, the
Wheeling Park District was put
logether with volunteers.

Arthur Aronson, who was on the
first park board in 1961, remembers
when there was no library or park
district to serve Wheeling. Aronson
had just left the District 21 school
board and some friends recommended
he attempt to become a commissioner
on the new park board.

Aronson served on the first board
along with Ted Scanlon, Arthur
Brown, Ralph Neubauer and Audrae
Duke. Richard Ault, Roy Hammeond
and Michael Donzella were appointed
members to the [irst board.

In 1961, there had been a few sport
teams organized to play against one
another, but there was noc umbrella
organization like a park district,
Aronson said.

An independent organization

donated money to build a swimming
pool in town and there just seemed to
be a need for a park district, he said.
Some parenls were enrolling their
children in Mount Prospect and
Arlington Heights park districts.

For the tirst couple of years, the
district relied on volunteers to run the
few programs that existed. "It was
almost like a volunteer organization in
the beglnning.’" he said.

There were pool activities, Little
League games, and volleyball and
softball for adults, Aronson said.

But there were no parks until 1962,
when the fledgling district purchase a
half-acre neighborhood tot lot in the
Meadowbrook subdivision.

In 1964, the park district got its first
“real” park property thanks to a
successiul property tax referendum.
The 66 acres along Woll Road that the
district aquired is known as Heritage

{Continued on page 17}
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‘Ovr owm: To fear God. 1€l the truth ond make money.
¢ PADDOCK 1853 1908

Happy birthday

What started 25 years ago as a 900-acre tract
of farm land has evolved into a park district with
eight parks, an indoor swimming pool, a country
club and golf course.

The Wheeling Park District celebrated its 25th
anniversary Sunday.

Although the district was not formed until a
referendurn was passed in 1960, it started
sending out roots in 1956 when Audrae L. Duke, a
community activist, moved to town. Duke was on
a steering committee to launch a park district
master plan.

The first playground was the Meadowbrook
Tot Lot. In 1964 60 acres in central Wheeling
were purchased for what is now known as
Heritage Park. The district’s growth has meant
the addition of Neptune’s Pool, Chevy Chase
Clubhouse and Golf Course and six parks.

The celebration brought the community
together and gave the park district an
opportunity to promote its services.

Twenty-five years as an entity in the
community is a milestone worth marking. We
hope the park district will use the occasion as an
opportunity to pledge to overcome its recent
personnel problems to ensure that Wheeling
residents have a good park system
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On the cover

Ten-year-old Scott Slome of
Wheeling gets a paint brush
mack dab in the middle of his

nose during a Wheeling Park
District 25 th anniversary
celebration Sunday. Turn to
page 42 for more photos on the
testivities.

tJamas C. Svehia photo)
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Bob Hoftman, above,
I a renown animal
trainer, gives his
parrot a kiss during a
performance at
Heritage Park
Sunday. At right, a
few ladios enjoy
some cairy delights
during an ice cream
social at Chamber
‘ Park, demonstrating
that Sunday's
testivities were tun
for kids of all ages. B Julie Elisworth, 8, hops toward the finish tine
X during a potato sack race at Heritage Park
: . Sunday.




Silver

celebration

The Wheeling Park District
had a special birthday party
Sunday, and the whaole town
turned out to join in the
celebration.

The park district, which
turned 25 this year, sponsored
anniversary events all over
Wheeling — with festivities
starting at 9 a.m. and running
all day and night.

The event kicked off with an
all-denomination service at the
Lorraine E. Lark Chapel at
Childerley Park Sunday
morning. Following the service
was the dedication of Horizon
Park and a youth baseball
game at the park.

There was a host of games
and entertainment at Heritage
Park in the afternoon,
including a balloon launch, an
animal kingdom show, clowns
and children’s games.

James C. Svehla photos

— Wﬂ.‘ ik .
Ten-year-old Tom Campazano devours a slice ot watermelon during a watermeion-eating
contest at Heritage Park.



Parks toast 25th anniversary

By LINDA COOPER

Correspondent

Sunday, July 27, was a day of
celebration in Wheeling. Festivities
began in the early morning and
continued into the nqight,
commemorating the 25th
anniversary of the Wheeling Park
Distriet. ’

The entire communily was invit-
ed to attend the day of aclivities
sponsored by the Park District. The
day began with an all-denomina.
tional chapel service at Childerley
Park At Horizon and Heritage
parks, events geared to the kids
were held throughout the mornping
and early afterncon.

Chamber Park was the scepe of
outdoor musical entertainment la.
ter in the day. The proceedings
continued throughout the evening in
the main ballroom of the park
owned by Chevy Chase Clubhouse.

First on the program was the
dedication of a memorial plague in
honor of Audrae Duke, co-founder
of the Park District,

Barbara Farr of Wheeling un-
veiled and presented the plague,
which was inscribed, “'Her inspira-
tion lives on, Audrae Duke, Co-
- founder 1958, Wheeling Park Dis-
trict, First Board President 1961.
63."

Farr said that Duke left a leégacy
to her community. She explained
that when Duke began her com-
munity service work, Wheeling was
a town of 900 residents with no
facilities. During 1957.58, Duke
formed and led a steering commit-
tee. The work of that committee led
to a referendum from which the
Park District was formed.

Duke was alse instrumental in
bringing classes for the haadi-
capped into Wheeling elementary

Is, Farr said.

T~

WINNING THE WATERMELON eating contest ﬁﬁ leaders took fime 10 acknowledge those who helped
ra

the Wheeling Park District 25th anniversary celeb ;
tion Sunday is Brian Klatecki This event was only
one of many helo toroughout the day as community

Addressing the assembly of resi-
dents, G.L. Duke, husband of Au.
drae, said, “In her name and in all
of your names, Wheeling has be.
come 2 marvelous place to be.”

After the dedication, Board
President
introduced past commissioners who
were present al the event. They
included Audrey Christianson
(1963}, Harry Thill (1965) and
Frank Schnaitmann (1973)

Commissioner James Gallagher
presented 2 green time capsule
containing the 25th anniversary
celebration invitation, newspaper
clippings relating to the gala and
the guest book. Abruscato szid the
capsule would be sealed and reo-

Anthony Abruscalo

pened at the next celebration in 25
or 50 years.

Park District volunteers were
given special recognition by Com-
missioner Julia Robberson. Rob.
berson called'volunteers ‘‘the most
important people in any organiza-
tion."”

On behalf of the Park Board,
Robberson acknowledged the work
of the Friends of the Park, the
capital needs re.assessment
committee, ard members of the
Wheeling Historical Society. She
also thanked the 150 athletic coach-
es, the commitlee to renovate Lark
Chapel, and the anniversary party
volunteers.

The speeches were followed by

develop the Park District and fo recognize the qis-
trict’s many contributions today 10 the community.
(Photo by Alan Sue)

»

hors d'ocuvres, an anniversary
cake, and dancing to the 10.piece
orchestra of Vito Buffalo.

Acting Park District Manager
John Muno's office provided facts
about the Park District's current
operation. He pointed to the dis-
trict’s 12 facilities, along with an
administrative and recreation off-
ice headguartered at Chevy Chase,
a basketball court, a lighted ball
diamond, z football field, an out.
door hockey and ice skating rink
and a soccer field.

The district also offers a club-
house with a banquet room/
restavrant, a golf course, tennis
courts, senior cilizen center,
gymnasium and historical building.
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Herald photus by Vince Pierri

\ Party in
the parks

‘ A variety of fun events and memo-
rials highbhghted the Wheeling
\ Park District's 25th anniversary
| celebration last weekend. Above, # R
Wilhelmina Franta gets a heart i -
i painted on her face. Not everyone rd . O )
il can go to the 200, so Bob Hoffman '
) of Chicago, at right, brought his
| petting zoo” to Wheeling resi-
) dents at the park's celebration.
|  Here he entertains patrons with a v

small mor?key. ﬁ. ‘\'uﬂ
b
D M’b\\% N




Time capsule marks

parks’ 2§th birthday

_ /
by C.L. Waller pﬂ*" o

Hetsld stait! writes

A time capsule marking the
Wheeling Park District’s 25th anni-
versary will be buried for at least 25
years at Heritage Park, butl the
project has some park officials
trying to recall whether a similar
capsule was buried for an earlier an-
niversary.

Talk of a time capsule prompted
some park officials to recollect that
a capsule from the past may be bur-
ied somewhere on park property —
possibly wnder the flagpole at Heri-
tage Park — but no one is sure.

“Supposedly, there is a time cap-
sule in the concrete holding up the
flagpole at Heritage Park,” said
John Piazza, superintendent of re-
source management services.

“TO MY knowiedge, there was
one,” said Patti Hancock, a 25th an-
niversary committee member and
former 19-year park employee.

Some wonder whether the park

district contributed to a time cap-
sule buried by the village in 1969 or
whether the district made its own at 5|
that time, Hancock said.

After checking with people she
thought might remember the time:
capsule and reviewing park board
minutes, Hancock said she camce up
empty handed.

“The only way we really will know
is when the village opens theirs up in
1991, she said.

The 25th anniversary coemmittee
was nol convinced that a capsule ex-
isted and decided against destroving
the flagpole base to check.

A picture of the park board mem-
bers, a Chevy Chase Club House
matchbook and a golf course score-
card will be among 30 items placed
in the 25th anniversary time capsule,
which will be buried by the end of
the year at an undisclosed spot in the
park at 222 5. Wolf Road.

The anniversary committec is re-
commending the time capsule be
opened for the park district’s 50th
anhiversary.

“You really do it so those people
who are around then (in 50 years)
can se¢ what was happening,” said
Ruth Wicder, committee member.

The whereabouts of the 25th anni-
versary time capsule will be wrilten
on paper, sealed in an envelope and
kept in the park district safe, Wieder
said.

Most of the items in the time cap-
sule are made of paper, such as Che-
vy Chase menus, a copy of the park
district’s histery, newspaper articles
about the-celebration and 25th anni-
versary brochures and programs.



Commissioners look to 1987 w{@mv

Parks approve budgef

By LAURENCE MINSKY
Correspondent

The Wheeling Park District gave
final approval to the 1986 budget
last week and commissioners are
already looking at how they can
make next year's budget-making
process easier.

At its meeting July 3, the board
OK'd the budget on a 4.1 vote. The
1986 budget is about 13 percent
higher than the 1985 expenditures.

The board was originally dissatis.
fied with the $4.258,104 budget and
had hoped to find an independent
accounting firm to review the fi.
gures.

Board President Tony Abruscato
had contacted two firms—Arthur
Anderson and Laventhol and Hor-
wath—according to John Muno,
acting Park District manager.

Even though the {irms were con.
tacted, no specific recommenda-
tions were made. However. an Ar-
thur Anderson representalive
suggested that the Park Board was
looking at too many details.

Last March when the bulget ap-
propriation advance was passed,
Commissioner Julia Robberson
said one reason to seek the audit
was to find a way to make the
budget process more efficient. She
said that many of her questions had
been answered since then.

Now the Park District will try to
improve the format when it works
on the 1987 budget, Robberson said.

“We will be looking for new for.
mats for 1987, said Abruscato,
who said he did not like the format
or readibility of the 1986 budget.
Finding the new format will be a
responsibility of the new Park Dis-

trict manager, Abruscato said. The
board is currently looking for a
manager to replace David Phillips,
who resigned in April.

Commissioner Donald Lark
agreed that the budget format
necds to be changed. “There's too
much detail,” he said. He added
that he has looked at the village's
budget and hopes to adopt its for.
mat.

Commissicner James Galiagher,
the enly one to vote against the 1986
budget proposal, said that he still
has questions. However, he then
said that the budget is basically a
guide or an estimate.

Abruscato also noted that com-
missioners will review individuat
expenditures over $750. “If there's
something we do not agree with, we
can catch it when it comes before
the board,” he said.



1985 property tax bills
up slightly in Wheeling

By C.L. WALLER

Cook County's 1985 properly tax bilis
arrived in the mail this week, and the
average homeowner in Wheeling will be
sending about $13 more to the counly
treasurer's office this year than he did a
year ago.

However, the average Buflalo Grove
resident living in Cook County will be able
to keep an extra $11.48 in his pocket this
year, as Lhe overall tax rate in that vitlage
decreased siightly.

Property tax bills are due Aug. 29 and
the damage appears to be minimal for
Wheeling residents, even though they don’l
save money like Lhose in Buffalo Grove,

For the Wheeling resident who resides in
School Districts 2t and 214, the Wheeling
Park District and the Indian Trails
Library District, the tax rate for 1985 was
set al $8.5 7 per $100 assessed valuation —
up .82 percent (rom the 1984 rate of $4.5 0
per $100 assessed veluation.

That means a resident living in those
taxing districls with a home valuea at
§75 ,000 will be paying $1,5 5 1.71 this y rar
— up from $1,5 39.04 the same resicent
saw on last year's tax bill.

Here Is 8 breakdown of the 1985 .ax
rales in area Laxlng districts:

Wheeling Township

in looking at percentages of increases,
the tax rate in Wheeling Township has
jumped the highest - a whopping 157
percent. Bul the township's tax rate ls
actually one of the lowd st on the tax bill.

The lownship rate bas increased about 5
cents per $100 assessed valuation In the
town fund and less than ohe cent in the
general assistance fund. In other words, a
Wheeling resident with a $75 ,000 home is
paying $13.03 1o Wheeling Township rather
than the 1984 bill of $5 .06. A Buffalo Grove
resident with an average hane valued at
$90,000 would pay $16.14 to Vhe township
rather than $6.27.

The present township board walked into
a situation where il would have to increase
taxes. The formetr adounistration had
surpluses of money tha. built up from
things such as the sale of road and bridge
buildings, Grundberg said. Those board
members chose to allow surpluses to
dwindle down to nothing and while the
surpluses were going down, (ne Lax rate
was staying the same,

The lownship Is also preparing for the
cutofl of federal revenue shsring funds.
Grundberg sald the board has decided lo
malntain support for social service

Wheeling Township Tax Rates

Here's a Jook at the 1885 property tax rates of major taxing districts in
Whoeling Township and how the rates compare with last year: ’

TAXING

DISTRICT '86 RATE
School

District 21 2.46Q
Schont

District 214 1.986
Village of

wheeling 1.447
Whaeling

Townghip 072
Whaaeling

Park District 505
indian Tralls

Library District -~ .328

(Source: Cook County Clerk’a office}
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agencles despile revenue sharing money
that's likely to run out within apother year,
and that meant a hike in taxes.

Village of Wheeling

A resident with a §757,000 will pay $261.90
to Wheeling this year. A 6.48 percent

'84 RATE % DIFFERENCE
2.425 1.44%

.07 -4 10%

1.358 6.48%

028 167.1%

ABR 7.88%

328 0.0%

el
e U g et B

increase in the viliage's lax rate has
occurred, causing the village's portion of
the tax bil to increase from $245 .97 last
year.

The Increase was due lo a drop in the
state’s multiplier from 1.84 to 1.8085 , said
Greg Peters, direclor of [lnance and

(Continusd on paga 11)




